
The events of 1911 have never been forgotten ; and there is reason 
to believe that, but for the commanding influence and untiring 
efforts of Sb Edward Grey, the war which broke out in 1914 
would have been forced upon Europe during the previous year. I 
have spoken of three occasions; but as was once said to me by a 
statesman of great experience in the foreign office : “ The inter­
national kettle is always on the verge of boiling, although the 
people know nothing of it until the steam begins to escape.” When 
the secrets of diplomatic records come to be fully disclosed I do 
not doubt that in each of the past ten years German aggressiveness 
will be found to have made war imminent or at least probable.

Not only here, but in the British Islands, military prepara­
tion has been imperfect because development has proceeded along 
the paths of peace. The instinct of the British people is against 
militarism and great standing armies are not viewed with favour. 
But in the British Islands and in the self-governing Dominions 
alone there are at least sixty millions of people, a population nearly 
equal to that of Germany. If our preparation for the struggle was 
insignificant compared with that of Germany, let us not forget 
that her resources are insignificant compared with those of this 
Empire. There are many things which count besides armed forces 
in the field. In the organization of modern war all the resources of 
the nation must be reckoned with. Consider those of Canada, which 
even during the coming year can supply food products to an almost 
unlimited extent. Our great transportation systems are an invalu­
able asset even for military purposes. How was it possible to 
assemble at Valcartier Camp within two weeks after the outbreak 
of war a force of 35,000 men gathered from a territory nearly as 
large as Europe? How was it possible to arm, equip and organize 
them so that the force was ready to sail within six weeks from 
the day on which the order was given? This was possible because 
of the organizing ability, the great transportation systems and the 
industrial activities of Canada. Already our factories are turning 
out not only clothing and equipment of all kinds, but munitions of 
war on a great scale and of a character that we did not dream of 
producing four months ago. Our inexhaustible resources in the 
forests, the fisheries, the coal and minerals of Canada are tremen­
dous assets in this war. All this must tell in the long run, as 
Germany will yet know. In a word, we have the resources, while 
Germany has the preparation.

The ability of the Allied armies to hold in check the powerful 
forces of Germany pending the preparation which we lack has 
been amply demonstrated; and the armies of the Empire, as well 
as its enormous resources, are already being organized on such a
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