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happen. All at onoe Jim, who seemed to be lost

in quiet thought, turned to him and said, * Time to

finish this.'

"'Tuan?' said Tamb' Itam with alacrity. He
did not know what his master meant, but as soon

as Jim made a movement the girl started too and
walked down into the open space. It seems that

no one else of the people of the house was in

a^ght. She tottered slightly, and about half-way

'down called out to Jim, who had apparently re-

sumed his peaceful contemplation of the river. He
turned round, setting his back against the gun.
* Will you fight ?

' she cried. ' There is nothing to

fight for,' he said; 'nothing is lost.' Saying this

he made a step towards her. *Will you fly?' she

cried again. 'There is no escape.' he said, stopping

short, and she stood still also, silent, devouring him
with her eyes. ' And you shall go ?

' she said slowly.

He bent his head. ' Ah !

' she exclaimed, peering at

him as it were, ' you are mad or false. Do you re-

member the night I prayed you to go away, and you

said that you could not? That it was impossible!

Impossible ! Do you remember you said you would

never leave me? Why? I asked for no promise.

You promised unasked—remember.' ' Enough, poor

girl,' he said. *I should not be worth having.'

"Tamb' Itam said that while they were talking

she would laugh loud and senselessly like one under

the visitation of God. His master put his hands to

his head. He was fully dressed as for every day,

but without a hat. She stopped laughing suddenly.

' For the last time,' she cried menacingly, ' will you

defend yourself ?
' ' Nothing can touch me,' he said


