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OS to the completion of which there can now, I

imagine, be but little hope.

Of all places that 1 know it is the most ungainly

nnd most unsatisfactory ;—I fear I must also say the

most presumptuous in its pretensions. There is a map

of Washington accurately laid down ; and taking that

map with him in his journeyings a man may lose him-

self in the streets, not as one loses oneself in London

between Shoreditch and Russell Square, but as one

does so in the deserts of the Holy Land, between

Emmaus and Arimathen. In the first place no one

knows where the places are, or is sure of their exist-

ence, and then between their presumed localities the

Country is wild, trackless, unbridged, uninhabited, and

desolate. Massachusetts Avenue runs the whole length

of the city, and is inserted on the maps as a full-

blown street, about four miles in length. Go there,

tind you will find yourself not only out of town, aw^ay

among the fields, but you will find yourself beyond

the fields, in an uncultivated, undrained wilderness.

Shucking your trousers up to your knees you will

Wade through the bogs, you will lose yourself among
jTude hillocks, you will be out of the reach of human-

ity. The unfinished dome of the Capitol will loom

^before you in the distance, and you will think that

Jou approach the ruins of some western Palmyra,

f you are a sportsman, you will desire to shoot snipe

Iji^ithin sight of the President's house. There is much
unsettled land within the States of America, but

i think none so desolate in its state of nature as three-

iDurths of the ground on which is supposed to stand

Jfclie city of Washington.

The city of Washington is something more than
..four miles long, and is something more than two miles
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