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One of the fcafons why the Dutch Eaft India coth*

pany flouriftics, and is become more rich and power-
ful th?in all the others, b Its being abfolute, and in-

vcfted with a kind of fovcreignty and dominion, more
efpecially over the many ports, pro%»inces, and colo-

nies, it poflefles in thofc parts. It appoints magif-

trates, admirals, generals, and governors -, fends and
receives embaffies from kings and fovereign princes

;

makes peace and war at pleafure 5 and by its own au-

thority adminifters juftice to all; appoints tribunals

to judge m their name, with plenary power and no
appeal ; puniihcs and remits offences ; bellows re-

wards becoming the dignity of kings 5 fettles co-

lonies, builds fortifications, levies troops, maintains

numerous armies and garrifons, fits out fleets, and
coins money. And though there is acknowlegcd a

dependance upon the States-general, it may be faid

they feldom exert their power j and while the re-

public preferves the right of fovereignty, it tacitly

leaves the exercife and pofleffion of it to the mer-
chants of this company. Thefe vaft powers were,

and are ftill, requiute to ch^rifli and prefervc this

flourifliing branch of trade: and the proprietors

juftly nnerited them ; for by their own vi^lance,

care, and expence, they conouered, and preicrve all

the countries they poficfs in tnofe parts of Afia, and
their fortrefies on tfie coaft of Africa, for the refrelh-

ment, refitting, and proteftion of their ftiips.

The power of the Dutch by fea and land is very

great in the Eaft Indies •, where, by force, addrcfs,

and alliances, they raifcd themfelvcs, and ftill fupport

a great fuperionty, in fpite of the Englifh, Portu-

gucfe, and other Europeans, that have fome trade

there -, bat fo inconfiderable, that^ all together, is

not equal to what the Hollanders fingly er\joy. If

the power of the Dutch, though great tn Europe,
does not put princes and ftates upon their guard, they^

muft pofiefs a kind of univcrfal monarchy or domi-

nion in the fouthern provinces, iflands, and feas of
. V Afia,


