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this their fituation that made them take that

otherwife defperate (lep to fecure the river Ohio
in 1753, and has made them fo fuccefsful in it.

For this they began to prepare themfelves im-

hiediately after the treaty of Aix la Chapelle^

by fecuring and fr^rtifying Niagara that leads to

that river •, and by ftrengthening and fettling

themfclves 2it Sandojki^ theriverM/^»/w, andZ)^-

troit, about lake Eric \ and gaining an interefl:

with the natives there, which fiipport and com-

mand the river Ohio.hXX thofe fettlemcnts they

had to back and fupport them there, and about

fort du ^efne, when they feized that place

;

while we had only fome draggling fettlements

on the Obio^ with a fmall fore building there,

but hardly garrifoned, at a great diftancefrom

our other more fecure fettlements, and feparat-

ed from them by the mountains. By this

means they could hardly fail to fecure the river

Ohio, by one ftroke, as we fee they did.

By that (lep they fet down between us and

all the natives of North America, who refide

only upon thofe our frontiers : and by means

of fort du ^efne^ and Niagara^ they intercep-

ted our communication entirely with all the

natives of that continent, except a few Iroquois

and Cherokeesy by which they have all the

Indians of that whole continent in a manner

to join with them, and fupport them, who
have done us more mifchief than the French

them-
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