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of their employers' intereft, to either hide or ftifle fuch difcovery ; and you have our moft

pofitive orders, on fuch points coming to your knowledge, inflantly to difmifs fuch per-

fons, and thofe concerned, from our fervice; nor will we permit any deviation from this

point, except your reafons are ftrong and fufficient for purfuing a different line of

condudt.

We alfo authorife you to difmifs from your fervice all perfons who (hall refufe to obey

your orders, when they are for our benefit ; and, in this cafe, we give you to underftand,

the Princefs Royal, America, and other fmall craft, are always to continue on the coaft

of America; their officers and people, when the time of their fervice is up, muft be em-

barked on the returning Ihip to China; and on no account whatever will we fufifer a devi-

ation from thofe orders.

Should you meet with any of the (hips of MefTrs. Etches and Co. on the coaft, you

will of courfe afford them every afliftance in your power ; but as we Ihall have no intereft

in thofe ihips, if you ca i induce the commanders to trade on our joint account, it will

be moft agreeable to us; but no trading connexions whatever muft be, except on account

of the prefent company. To the perfon entrufted with the command of thofe fhips, you

will make known the nature of our connexions with Mr. Etches; you will in confequence

make a demand of all their furplus ftores, or articles of commerce, &c. they have

to difpofe of, in order that they may be left in the fadtory; and a particular account

muft be taken of all that are delivered, as they muft be accounted for to Mr. Etches by

the Company. We have no doubt but that your requiiicion will be complied with, as ic

ultimately tends to the good of their employers.

The number of competitors you will meet with on the coaft, will, we fear, fomewhat

diminifti your colledtion of furs, as well as enhance their price ; we have no doubt of your

activity and perfeverancr, as well as addrefs, in your negotiations. We place the ftrongeft

reliance on your vigilance and caution ; and as we have conferred on you the moft ample

powers, in return we look for confiderable refponfibility, and a happy completion of our

plans. In a full perfuaiion of this, we fhall take our leave, with a ftrong recommenda*

tlon of unanimity amongft your officers, and the ftridteft difcipline over your people.—

We wifli you health and a profperous voyage.

And remain, &c.

J. M E A R E S.

For Mefrs, Etches, Cox, and Cot

E a Noi III.
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