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them was now to be frf» ;—nor is it eafy to conje£lurc in what manner 1788.

they had contrived, in iu fhuit .1 time, todlHlpate tlicir trcafures.

The fitklcnef» 'bat they at times tlifcovered in their traffic, was occa-

(ionaliy very troublcKiine. At onetime copper was their favourite ob-

je<S\ ; at another, iron was the only commodity in cftimation among

them ; bcad'i would alfo have their turn of preference. But this hcfita-

tion in their choice was generally determined by a medley of them all.

Comckela was, at firft, very a£livc in forwarding our commercial

arrangement ; but be h.id become very deficient in his native tongue, and

he now fpoke fuch a jargon of the Chini fe, EngliHi, and Nootkan lan-

guages, as to be by no means a ready interpreter b.twecn us and the

natives ;—be(idc>s, in returning to the manners of his country, he began

to prefer the intcrefts of his countrymen, and, amidil the renewed luxuries

of whale flelh, blubber and oil, to forget the very great kindncfles wc

had bellowed upon him.— But as he had, through our influence, been

raifed into a fituation of trufl and honour, it was notour intereO: to un.

fold our fufpicions of his duplicity and ingratitude towards us. Miquilla

had committed to him tlie care of his moft valuable treafures, among

which was a brafs mortar, left by Captain Cook, which was held in

the highcft degree of tftimation by the Nootka Chief. This piece of

culinary furniture was elevated from a ftate of fervilc ufc, to become a

fymbol of royal magnificence. It was kept extremely bright, and, in

vifits, or meetings of ceremony, it was borne before Maquilla, to aid the

fplendor of the regal charadler.—It was therefore an objc£l rather to

recall his former difpofitions towards us, by the continuance of our

fritMidfliip, than to juft" fy his deviation from that regard whie!i it was his

duty to manifcft in our favour. We therefore exerted our influence with

his brotiier Maquilla, to elevate him at once to the character of chief.
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