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Seymour may lie in the mouth of their haven to intercept their E

coming forth.

I am forry to perceive l)y your letter, that her Majefly hath no

more care to have forces about her; confulcring t!ic great peril that

may come by ncgleQing that whicli fliould be clone in time. I

have written unto her Majcfty very earneftly about it; and, I hope,

that God will put into her mind to do that which may tend moft to

her fafcty,

I am furc you have feen the letter which I fent unto her Majefly,

of the difcovery of certain of the Spanifh fleet not far off Scilly,

which made me to make as much hafte out to fea as I could ; for

upon Sunday our vidtuals came to us, and having the wind at nortii-

caft, I would not ftay the taking in of them all ; but taking in fome

part of them, I appointed the reft to follow with me, and fo bore to

Scilly, thinking to have cut off thofe Spanifti (hips fepn there, from

the reft of their fleet ; but the wind continued not fixtcen hours

there, but turned South South-Weft, that we were fain to lie off

and on in the Sleeve, and could go no farther.

Then did I fend Sir Francis Drake, with half a fcorefliips and three

or four pinnaces, to difcover. In his way, hard aboard Ufliant, he met

with a man of mine, whom I had fent in a bark, ten days before, to

lie off and on there for difcovery, who had met with an Irifli bark,

and ftaid her, which had been on the 2sd taken by eighteen great

Ihips of the Spanilh fleet, fixteen leagues South South-Weft of

Scilly. They had taken out of the faid bark five of her moft prin-

cipal men, and left in her but three men and a boy. One of the

greateft Spanifli fliips towed her at her ftern by a cable, which in the

night time, the wind blowing fomewhat ftiff, broke, and fo flie

efcaped in the ftorm. This did affure us greatly, that the Spanilh

fleet was broken in the ftorms afore; and, by ill likelihood, we con-

jedured, if the w'nd had continued northerly, that they would Jiavc
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