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intMits in fiivor of .sprinkliiii,' my iiouriii); ns tlu' priiiiitivf ami Soriptiiml

iiii-tlinil of Itiiplisiii, it it !>•> true tliat llii> Apustlc^ aixl nil tin* clnin'li until

I'diiiur live Imiiilicil yt'iirs a^^o iiii'lt'i'.-tniid liy liapli-ni imiiD'r.iidii. ami never
(^piinkli'il anylinily fxci'pl llic ."ick. ( >nr nsair.s ncfd ii't'urniiiiu, l'>r n-ariy

all itur niinislfcs "liavt- a ilfcided pcrfi-renri' i'ur the un.xiTiptnral and nidiis-

tiiiical nictlioil i)f aH'll^if)n, even in the MunimtT niontlis, when ininiersion in

any river or pi>nd i.>^ attended with mi paiiin or perils. The vast (>rtlnidi>.\

t'lnindi lit' the Kast, \vhi(di has over ^ixty niillinn coinnninii-ant.'* in the rii;or-

oiir (dinnite of Kn.-isia, cuiitrive.s to immerse ail itx men, wnnii'n and children,

and that thrice, and no donhl oiir ministers can lind means to hestnw tint

rite jiroperly upon the tew jiersons wiio are vin'eived into onr churchi" dur-

ing the winter months.
If tlie iJaptists art! /iinfi>ri((illi/ ri^lit, and wo wruntf. I>'t w> dixconlinne our

disputes with them a.s to the ineaniiiif of fJreeU verl»s, and u've due honor to

til'- orij^dnal mode nf haptism Imtii hy onr preadiin:,' and practice. Let u«
mliiiinister liy ininiersiipn as the rnle, and nse niethnds only in cases cd' iicces-

.sity. If not, will some one tell ns wliy iKit ;•"

11 I'rofessor I'aine teaches tliat t/ie AfMHtlpn sprinkled .sick jiersons as a
niiide of hapti/.in;,' tliein, lie has need to examine still iiiort! critically into the

evidence. Hiil apart from donlil on that pdiiit, lie must he re(dioned tn have
done a valmilile service to so imich of the risins^ Cnn^'re^iationalist ministry
as it falls to his lot to instruct durinj^ tlitdr novitiate. And it may he safely

iissiinied that others liesides his critic in the Mirror will ask further ipies-

tions, and draw inferences.
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It is storied that a gentleman, passing along the street, found a lillle boy

attempting to throw a load of coals into a cellar with a tire shovel, and asked

him how he hoped to accoin))lish his task wilh that liny tool. lie replied,

" By keeping at it. ' (^nr Baptist hretlirenseem to have taken a lesson from

the boy, and expe-ct to secure universal assent to the exclusive claim ol im-

mersion to be culled Baptism, by kccpiuti: at it. Kanatici.'^m was never posi-

tive with less evidence than is the Baptist that immersion, ami immcr.'iion

only, is Baptism. Even after ihey would have us believe that the (picsiion

has been concdusively settled, they still kcrp at it.

My attention was invited by the writer to an article expected to appear in

the 3Icssen(/cr of July 2f<, the one, I presume, which came out mider the

above caption. I understood the invitation to be a sly clialleiige, and I ac-

cept it all llie more cheerfully that the Chanipioii appeared on the i;round

very destitute of armour.

It appears that the Professor of Church History, (Paine) in the Theological

Seminary of Bangor, has been teaching his students, in etlect, that " the

ApOiitk.i and all the Church, until four or five huiuhed years ago, understood

by liaptism immcrsinn. and never sprinkled anybody except the si(dv." It

further appears that the " Rev. A. L. Park, of Cardiner, was stirred up to

write as follows to the Christian Mirror^''—after giving some particulars of

the examination of the students, whose statements, in answer to questions

put to them, fully agreed to the doctrine of their teacher,—" that none of the
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