
curiously, it is the former of these two cctegoriee that I azs less 

able to deal with than the latter; for those described in Codrington, 

ch pter XU, Uv) page 16£ eto, are the 1er in a that bear either 

Meûa&smdam inscriptions or ri&rks which are not inscriptions at all; 

whoroas those of my second category bear inscriptions in either the 

character» of the medieval coins of the Sinhalese kings, in Tamil, 

or in Dutch, These? I can manage to read, whereas the Arabic alphabet 

is unknown to 36,
The group (a) of the kinds already known to exiet centaine 

571 specimens of which a vary large proportion are in perfect condi­

tion, and. coule'., ■ 1 .cl oo -v, ‘i ■
. ercian scripts. There appear

to be a variety of $aite separate types, and prok bly of language 

.

sides of the coins, .ad arc emboaesd instead of being sunk into the 

metal; two chaxaeteristics which serve, among other things, to

-■xt group* (b). .farther than these

go, e whole collection, per­

haps the largest and most varied in existence, will havo to be re­

ported on by on expert,

Grroup (b) contains 74 specimens, all new to rmmlemctiete, or 

at any rate not mentioned in the Colombo museum o&telogue or in 

CoArington, These have eertnin characters in common:- tor example, 

their inscriptions arc sunk instead of being emboesod (exceptions 

will be djtailed 1 ter); there is no design or writing on 1he inner 

side of the hook; the writing, figures, or design, is in all eases


