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The House was adjourned during pleasure,

After some time the House was resumed.

His Excellency the Eight Honorable Sir John Douglas Sutherland Campbell 
(commonly called the Marquis of Lome), Kni ght of the Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of 
St. Michael and St. George, Governor General of Canada, and Vice-Admiral of the 
same, &c., &c., &c., being seated in the Chair on the Throne,

The Honorable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Eod 
to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House—“ It is His 
Excellency’s pleasure they attend him immediately in this House.”

Who, being come,
The Honorable Joseph Godéric Blanchet said :

May it Please Your Excellency,—

The House of Commons have elected me as their Speaker, though lam but little 
able to fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me.

If in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into error, I pray 
that the fault may be imjjuted to me, and not to the Commons, whose servant I am, 
and who through mo, the better to enable them to discharge their duty to their 
Queen and Country, humbly claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially 
that they may have freedom of speech in their debates, access to Your Excellency’s

from Yourperson at all seasonable times, and that their proceedings may receive 
Excellency the most favorable consideration.

The Honorable the Speaker of this House then said :
Mr. Speaker,—I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to 

declare to you that he freely confides in the duty and attachment of the House of 
Commons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government ; and not doubting that their 
proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper and prudence, he grants, and 
upon all occasions will recognize and allow, their constitutional privileges. I am 
commanded, also, to assure you that the Commons shall have ready access to His 
Excellency upon all seasonable occasions, and that their proceedings, as well as your 
words and actions, will constantly receive from him the most favorable construction.

His Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session by 
a gracious speech to both Houses :—
jHonorable Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :
In meeting the Parliament of Canada tor the first time, I desire to express the 

gratification I feel at having been selected by Her Majesty for the high and important 
office I now till, and to assure you of the great satisfaction with which I now seek 
your aid and co-operation.

In acknowledging with profound gratitude the reception which has been 
accorded to myself, as Her Majesty’s representative, I am also commanded by The 
Queen to convey, through you, to the people of Canada, Her thanks for the loyal, 
generous and kindly manner in which they have welcomed Her daughter.

The contribution of Canadian products and manufactures to the great National 
Exhibition at Paris, last year, attracted much attention, and, it is believed, will have 
a beneficial effect on the trade of the Dominion with Europe. I congratulate you on 
the success which must, in no small degree, be attributable to the kind and unceasing 
exertions of His Eoyal Highness the Prince of Wales, as President of the British 
section. The report of the Canadian Commissioners will be laid before you when 
received.
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