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been a false impression -spread throughout
this ounitry that I have been seeking for
special -consideration, which is absýolutelv
incorrect. My interest is in the nien that
I took overseas and the others in a like
position. Personoilly I srn noît con-
cerned. But I do aay te bonourable gentie
mien t.hat it would be unfair of me to create
.a precedent so that my brother colonels
who are overseas doing their duty, as 1
tried 'to do mine, ccruld not claim a pension
wben they came back. It is not rigbt that
becau-se I amn a senstar I ghould niot parti-
clipate in a pension; but there will be ne
protest f.rom mie if the Govern-ment passes
a lia-w te 'the contrary, (making it retroactive
if tbey wish. Ainythi-ng that has been paid
will be handed back. AIl that ever came
to me w.as a cheque for $69, whicb bas neyer
been caatxed.

BILLS 0F EXCHANGE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD READINGS.

Bill 113, an Act te. aiend tbe Bills of
Exchainge Act-Hon. Sir James Lougheed-
was oeoeived f rem the Hiouse of Cosumons
and read the first time.

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED xnoved the
second reading of the Bill.

He "'~d: By this Bill k is proposed te
strike out cdf the Bis of Exchange Act the
words, "th.ree o'clock," ini 'the lest line,
and to insert ini lieu thereof the word.s,
"half-past twe cr'clock." This is to permiit
of the banks closiLng at iialf-ipast two
instead e! at three. Owing to the operation
,of the Military Service Act, and the judg-
ment of the appeal court on exemptions
that bank clerks are by no crneans exempted
any more than any other class, tbe bank
staff s bave been so greatly reduced as te
create a congestion of work, involving thbe
necessity of working until a very late hour
in the evening. It is proposed that this Act
s.hail remaini ini force during the war and
o>ne year them-alter. Bila of exchange f al.-
ing due will have to, -be met at half-past
two inetead -of eat three ''lock. That of
course will not affect Ihonourable gentle-
men. o! the Senate.

Hon. Mr. BOSTOCK.: 1 have no objection
to the Bill, except that 1- bave not seen it.
l do not know whether other gentlemen
bave seen it or net. I ttLke the stateunent
of my honourable friend. I understand that
bank employees will.not be able to aveul
theniselves o! the Daylight Saving Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: The Day-
light iSaving Bill will in no way reduce

their hours of labour. They go to the bank
at the same hour, but owing ta the cong-es-
tion of work brought about by war condi-
tions and reduced staffs, it necessarily fol-
lows that they are kept until a very late
bour in the evening in order to keep up
with the work.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: The hankers'
association has resolved to close the doors
of the banks at half-past two, commencing
on the first of June next. This is to allow
of that being done.

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: 1 do flot want to
oppose the Bill; but it seems to me that
haif-an-hour may make a lot of difference
to a man in business, or to one just starting
in busineszs, in having bis -bis protested.

Hon. Mr. BOY ER: The banks will open
at 9.30.

Hon. WMr. CROSBY: Opening the banks
at 9.30 will not help very much if it takes
until three o'clock to get the money. The
last haif-bour is generally the most impor-
'tant, as I have no hesitation in sayin-,
from my own experience. I bave no desire
ta interfere, but 1 say that business men
depending upOS the.- accomodation- Of the
-banks and anxious to keep right with themn
sometimes find the last half-hour very
precious. I would not like to do anything
that would interfere with that.

Hon. Mr. ILA NDURAND: But the honour-
able gentleman knows that a debtor bas
-until 4 o'clock before bis note goes into the
bands of the notary.

Hon. M-Nr. CROSBY: This honourable
gentleman does flot know as much about
that as does xny honourable friend. Men
in his profession, when they get a license
from the bar, can get w-bat tihey like, but
I arn épeaking of the ordihiary every-diay
business man, wbo bas to fight bis way in
the world. I would be very sorry to do any-
thing tha t would interfere with that clasa
of struggling men. We bave a lot of good,
true, faithiul business nmen in ail parts of
this country; but very often such men
could not find rny honourable friend by
half-ýpast two, for ihe would not be hack from
his lunch by thaý time; but they migbt, find
him at a quarter to tbree, and perhaps get
accommodation from hLm that would belp
them out of the difficulty for tbe time being.
Many a good man bas te go te his *friends
to help bum out, but tbe houx of 2.30 is so
close to the lunch time of tbe man wbo bas
the means tbat it migbt be difficult for tbe
business man te catch him in time te save
protest. while be migbt get him before


