
SENATE

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWýELL'-i I
igbt say aise it wns quite satisfactory.

Hon. Mr. ELLIS-As regards tbe Senate
and the House of Commons, there mighit
I think be an improvenient in the parliamen
tary practice. Ail legisiation, in view of the

large amouat of work we have to do, should
be resumed In the aext session of parliament
wbere it Is left this session. There is no

doubt tbe Senate itself, ns regards its
strength before the country, la weakened
by tbe fact tbat the moment a senator gets
an important position in tbe cabinet ii

leaves tbe Senate and goes to the House of

Gommons. 1 would renaedy that by nliowin;
the senators to sit in the House of Coin-
mons, whicb ls the Frenchi system-tbere is

a good deal to be learned ia Frnnce-and
1 would allow .tbe commoners to ait lu this
Chamber. I tblnk it la a common right ii,
France. At any rate 1 would aiiow the

members to sit la botb Houses, so that wlicn
their policy was to be explained, they wo,'V1
bave a rlgbt to speak ln parliament, no inat I

ter -vhat brancb they beionged to.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-
Would the bon, gentleman give themn n vote
aiso ?

Hon. MJr. ELLIS-No, I sbould not do
that. My hon. friend sat ID the Lower

House, and be knows that wbenever an im-
portant ininister set In the Senate there w-as
a constant expression of dissatisfaction, and
lt was urged that tbe minister ougbt to be

bere to explain himseif, and do this, that,
and the other tbing, and tbe Lower House
was neyer satisfied witb the explanation,

no matter bow good It was, if the minister
was not there to make It himself. 1 amn of

the opinion-and 1 merely state this as *my
own opinion-th* thVe second Chambers
everywbere wlll, in the course of time, dis-
appear ; that notwlthstanding the value of

the second Obamber as a critical body, criti-

cising tbe acts of the House below, the
popular feeling wbicb is at work in the

United States endeavouriag to bave the sen-
ators elected ; tbe popular feeling whicb
exIsts In England to-day attacking the House

of Lords-and the attacks upon tbe House

of Lords Ia England are far greater and
stronger than is supposed la this country,

and that popular feeling is working ln Cin-

ada to-day. Any mnan who reads the Enig-
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ish reviews wiil find that tiiere is a con-
stant attack on the House of Lords because
t is flot doing its duty, as the duty of

pubieC men is understood. to-day by the
Engiish people. 1 observ-ed the other day,
in some paper an article ln which prac-

ices in the' Unlted States were belng dis-
eussed wbere some of these rich men sat In
the Senate of the United States, and the re-

loinder was made, I think by an English
paper: 'Weli, what does the Duke of West-
minster sit In parliament for except to look

Efter bis large estates V' So that, In time,

athe people get te the democratie Idea that
there is only one united body of people to
be cared for, ail the labour and revision ne-
cessary for dolng tbat xvill necessarily fail
Into the banda of one branch of parliainent.
I wlll trouble tbe House with a short ex-

tract from an observation of John Stuart
Mlii Ia bis book on representative govera-
ment. Mr. MIIl favoured a second House,
and suggested such a House as that to

which the bon. Minister of Trade and Com-
merce referred. But be remarked:

The reaiiy moderating power in a demo-
cratie const1tution must act in and through
the democratic Bouse.

That there should be in every poIicy a
.centre of resistance to the predominant power
lu the constitution-and In a democratic con-
.stitutioa therefore a nucleus of resistance to
'tbe democracy-1 -have aiready maintained
and 1 regard it as a fundamentai maxim of
government. If any people who possess a
democratic representation are from their
historicai antecedents more willing ito toierate
such a centre of resistance in the form of a
second chamber or House of Lords than in any
other shape, this constitutez a strong reason
for having It in that shape. But it does net
appear to me the best shape in itself, nor by
any means the moit efficaclous for its object.
If there are two houses, one considered to
represent the people, the other to represent
oniy a ciass. or net tu he representatlve at ail, I
cannot think that wliere demoCracy is the ruiing
power in soclety, the second House would bave
any reai abiiity to resist even the aberrations
of the firat. It might be suffered to exist. In
an effective check on even here. If it exercised
an Independent wil, It wouid be required to do
so in the same generai spirit as the other
House ; to he equaily democratic with it, an-1
to content itselt with correctlng the accidentai
oversights of the more popular branch of the
iegislature or competing with It in popular
measures.

It seems to me tbat the weakness of the

Senate is In its creation. .It bas no mandate

fromn tbe people. M~r. Diikze sald more than

fifteen years ago--but I amn sorry be does

not argue tbe question at ail-la <iscussing

second Chambers:


