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The total amount, if the member takes the time to add up these
figures, is $601 million for the whole policy for the fiscal year
1993-94.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East): Mr. Speaker, I am
merely responding. My initial question was to the comments
made by the minister last week that they do not really know the
true cost. I am wondering how we are going to determine that.

The first Commissioner of Official Languages, Keith Spicer,
said in 1975: ‘It would seem more sensible to pull the whole lot
of linguistic items together, tote up the terrifying sum, then
publish and defend the thing”’.

Two decades later we still do not know the true cost. Will we
have to wait another two decades before we see Mr. Spicer’s
proposals put into practice?
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The Speaker: I think there is a question at the end. The
Minister of Canadian Heritage.

Hon. Michel Dupuy (Minister of Canadian Heritage): Mr.
Speaker, I did not say at any time that we did not know what the
cost was. If the hon. member wants a breakdown I will give the
cost. The exact breakdown is $297 million for services, $292
million for the promotion of languages and $12 million for the
Commissioner of Official Languages. The total is $601 million.
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[Translation]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte—Marie): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is directed to the Prime Minister.

Recently, the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration con-
firmed that the government was to review the status of 4,500
Chinese nationals who had been denied political refugee status
but were allowed to remain in Canada because of the human
rights situation in China. These people may now be deported,
which would obviously have a negative impact on their personal
safety.

Since the repression of all forms of dissidence has increased
in China, as pointed out by Amnesty International, does the
minister realize that by proceeding with the deportation of these
Chinese nationals, we are putting their lives at risk?

[English]

Ms. Mary Clancy (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration): Mr. Speaker, the minister is
very aware and tracks human rights’ problems world-wide. No
one will be removed from Canada to situations where they will
be put in danger.

The minister has promised a final resolution on many of these
cases by the summer. The question of human rights and the
safety of these people will be taken into account as a first
priority.

[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is directed to the Prime Minister.

Does the Prime Minister realize that pursuant to a decree
passed recently by the Chinese government, these people, upon
returning to China, may face jail terms of up to two years and
fines representing up to a year’s salary?

[English]

Ms. Mary Clancy (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration): Mr. Speaker, I wish to again
reassure the hon. member that the minister is very aware of the
situation in China. His department continues to monitor the
situation.

I reiterate again, as the minister has said on several previous
occasions, that we do not and will not remove people to
countries where their lives or freedoms would be threatened.
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GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Prime Minister.

It was less than six months ago that the Tory patronage train
was permanently derailed by the people of Canada. It now
appears that the Liberal government has launched its own gravy
train. Three passengers were picked up last week: a Liberal
campaign manager, a minister’s official agent and an unsuccess-
ful Liberal candidate.

The Liberal red ink book promised to end the Tory practice of
choosing political friends for appointments. Can the Prime
Minister explain for the people of Canada why he has broken
this promise?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, a
lot of appointments were made last Friday. Some of them were
Liberals. We named a Lieutenant Governor who had been a
member of the assembly in Saskatchewan for many years and
who is the first farmer to be appointed Lieutenant Governor in
almost 50 years.

We named a woman who, yes, ran for the Liberal Party. She is
alawyer. She has been appointed to the port authority of Quebec
City where she lives. She is a very competent woman. I will not
apologize for that.

According to Mr. Gallup, 55 per cent of the people are Liberal
these days. Should we disqualify 55 per cent of the Canadian
population from serving the Canadian government?



