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That is the difference. I think that I am a product of what we
could call a Canadian. I came to Canada when I was 16 years old.
I have no problem with this country that may mean nothing to
you because you do not care much about the Rockies, but
Charlevoix is quite beautiful. As far as I am concerned, the
Rockies are beautiful and so is Charlevoix. I have no problem
because I feel like a Canadian, like a Canadian and a Quebecer,
and it is this country, this country’s federal system that the
Official Opposition, the Bloc Quebecois, criticizes day in and
day out and are trying to destroy.

~ An hon. member: You are talking about a single culture.

Mr. Gagliano: I am not talking about a single culture, but
rather two official languages, the French culture—as I indicated
in previous speeches—the English culture, and a multicultural
culture. That is the Canadian reality, its cultural identity, with
both the French and English cultures and the multiculturalism
that make Canada a tolerant country, as I said in my speech, if
only the hon. member had listened.

When you come to Canada, you must not leave your culture at
the door; you must bring it along, protect and nurture it, and
together with other cultures continue to build this great country.
Globalization is a world-wide phenomenon. We must not fence
ourselves in as the Bloc Quebecois and the Parti Quebecois are
trying to do in Quebec.

We have faith in this huge country stretching from the
Atlantic to the Pacific.

Mrs. Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata): Mr. Speaker,
point of order. The member cannot say that the Bloc Quebecois
wants to keep Quebec inside a small culture. I ask him to
withdraw his remarks right away.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I am listening carefully to
the speeches on both sides of the House, and with all due respect
to all hon. members, I do not believe that this is a point of order.
I again give the floor to the Hon. Secretary of State.

Mr. Gagliano: Mr. Speaker, I do not know if the hon. member
understood me or if I expressed myself poorly; I was talking
about fencing oneself in and said “‘cléture”; I did not wish to
imply that it is a small culture, and did not say “‘culture”.
Perhaps my colleague was not wearing an earphone; I said
fencing, because I have great respect for the French culture. In
the ten years that I have been here, I have always defended the
French language and culture and Quebecers’ rights and the
interests of the Canadian Confederation. She needs only refer to
the Hansards which report everything that is said in the House
and even what is said outside the House. So she thinks I said
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small culture, but I was talking about fencing. Either I mispro-
nounced the word or she misunderstood.

Personally, I respect the hon. member’s option. I believe in
this Canada. I feel comfortable defining myself as a Canadian. I
am Canadian. I feel confident. I believe that in spite of all our
differences, Canada will continue to exist and will continue to
develop. Canada will become a model in the world because it is
the only way, with a strong Quebec inside Canada. That is the
difference! A strong Quebec inside Canada; that is the differ-
ence and that is how Canada will be a model for the rest of the
world. When we see what is happening in the rest of the world,
people will look to Canada, and the Canadian federal system
will still be the best. In the future, you will see that Canada’s
federal system will continue to progress and succeed despite our
differences; the whole world envies us and will continue to envy
us.

[English]

Mrs. Jan Brown (Calgary Southeast): Mr. Speaker, I too
appreciated the comments of the hon. member.

I am going to phrase the context of my remarks within the
history of my family. My grandfather came from Croatia as a
very young man. He was thinly clothed, he had very little money
and he certainly did not have any government waiting to give
him a handout when he came here. He came alone, without his
young wife and without his baby daughter, my mother. They
stayed behind in Croatia. He worked his heart out for three years
and he paid their way over here. In all of the years I knew my
grandfather until he died at 68 years old he worked and paid his
own way. Our family learned that tradition of paying your own
way. You do not go to government for handouts. If you have a
problem you go to your family, you go to your friends and you go
to your community support and that does not mean a federal
handout.
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I am also quite concerned that this debate is grinding down
into a Quebecer and English Canadian issue. This is not the issue
today. The issue is the legislation of Bill C—53 which means—
and let me say it again—we are looking at entrenching multicul-
turalism funding and we cannot afford it. We are looking at
national enforced bilingualism and we cannot afford it. We also
cannot afford the funding of special interest groups.

When the hon. member speaks about the economic impact of
some of our cultural industries bringing $22 billion into our
coffers that is a drop in the bucket against a $532 billion deficit
whereby this government will only bring in revenue of $110
million per day. It spends more every day than it brings in. It
does not take very long to eat up $22 billion. I would like the



