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ing, îbrough tbe opposition Flouse leader. was that the agrec-
mient \vould be ait least 10 February 6 because of the avalan-
che-

Somne hon. Members: Oh. oh!

Mr. Chrétien: Yes or no.

Mr. Nielsen: -of oral applications and written briefs. 1
believe tbe number of oral applications amounts 10 somne 350
and the wriîîen applications amnount 10 a like amount. for a
total of some 700 or 800 applications to bc dealt svitb. I know
that the bon. mlember for Nepeain-Ciirleton (Mr. Baker) wenî
mbt that meeting wiîh the thougbt uppermiost in bis mind
wbich was stated by our leader yesterday wben leaving caucus.
He said, and I quote from a transcrîpt, svbich was sent 10 the
governmieni Flouse leader and 10 the hon. miember for Win-
nipeg Nortb Centre (Mr. Knowles) of' that exebange between
our leader and mnembers of the media:

1 undcrýtand the quc,.tiun ut' exact dattes is under doeuuýsin anmung blouse

leaders and it ýi1I continue that n.sbut there \,a, a unaninnou, \icn un the

part ut uts collegues in the ilouse otf' umuno that ne mant tht. Jcpel of

( ,ntda tu bc tord un tte C unlituttun ut' C ,nd.

Somne hon. Members: Hear. bear!.

Mr. Nielsen: While ve gladly accept the motion sbieb is
before us nosw waiting to bc read bo the House. swe must file
the caveat that should Ibis backlog of C anadians who ssant to
be beard on their constitution

Somne hon. Memnbers: Oh. oh!

Mr. Cousineau: Blackmail.

Mr. Siddon: You don'î want 10 hear Canadians?

Mr. Nielsen: -remain a scrtous backlog when February 6
rolîs around--in other ssords, if there are still bundreds of
responsible organizations and individuals who want Io be
becard -we are simply reservîng the rigbî Io raise the malter
aigain wiîb an atppeal to the governînent 10 bc reaisonable so
Ibat these Canadians can be hecard on their constitution.

Somne hon. Members: Hear. bear!.

*(1510)

Hon. Stanley Knowles (Winnipeg North (Centre): Madamn
Speaker, I should like to say tbat sse weleomne the statement
that the goverrnment Flouse leader bas made on Ibis point of
order. I sbould like 10 add that althougb we have bad our
difficulties, whicb always happens where there are negotia-
lions, we bave donc very well i negotiating in the last litîle
wbile. We even managed yesterday to bold our meeting in a
place where tbe mernbers of the press could not find us-

An hon. Meinher: Stanley's office.

Mr. Knowles: -- arnd I do not thînk îhey know yet wbere we
beld that meeting.

As for the proposai that the governmient flouse leader lias
made, and ais f'or bis statemrent, the\ correspond to my under-
standing, narnely. that if the govcrnrnent swas prepared Io
agree 10 the date of F ebruarv 6, the mninister would be free to
stand in the flouse and announice il, but that if the goverrnent
did not agree to the date of Februar> 6, swe vvould bc informed
as House leaders and tbe negotiations would bc off.

M\ understanding it yesterday's meeting \was that. so far ais
the opposition \vas coneerned. sve \&ould not consider an>
earlier date, such ais .lanuary 30 or January 23, but that sse
would consider l'ebruary 6. It svas also made clear that there
vere. in both parties on the opposition side. memibers výho
wanied a longer period, but that we \vould agree 10 the date of
February 6 wiîhout debate. 1 congratulate the government on
agreeing t0 tbis sensible proposaI.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!.

Madam Speaker: The House has heard the proposaI put
forward by the President of the Privy Council (Mr. Pinard). ls
there unanimnous consent t0 presenting Ibis motion vvîthout
debate?

Somne hon. Niembers: Agrecd.

Madam Speaker: [)oes the Flouse agree 10 the said motion"

Somne hon. Niembers: Agreed.

Motion agreed 10.

Nladam Speaker: The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
(Mr. I elanc).

Mr. Clark: Madam Speaker, 1 wish t0 rise on a brief point
of order.

Madam Speaker: 1 have notice fromi the minister that hc
wishes t0 rcpl> t0 an bon. member. ks the Lecader of the

Opposition (Mr. Clark) rlsing on a point of order whicb should
bc heard before we hear the minister? If so, I will recognize
the Leader of the Opposition.

POINT 0F ORI)ER

%lR.(t \,'RK PRO)POSAI. tIISPi( Il \G (O'sSTl t 110\N
COM \1ITTIt

Right Hon. Joe Clark (Leader of the Opposition): Madamn
Speaker. my point of' order is one that flows directl> trom the
procedure t0 which the House bas just agreed. 1 simpl> \vant
10 express mny regret Ibat we were not able to receive froni the
governimenî Flouse leader an indication of the contents of the
proposaI which he was going Io make at three o'elock. 1 think
il would have lacilitated arrangements in the House and an
understanding of ssbat exactly was going 10 be proposed il il

bad been brought forssard as a proposai rather than as a

surprise.
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