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provinces". This wvas aIse the view held by
Mr. Arthur B. Keith, an authority on consti-
tutional law, wbo wrote in bis book entitled
'Responsible Government and the Dominion",
that it was expressly reýcognized in 1907 by
thec imperial gov ornmont that confoderation
is a pact which cannot be amended, except
witb the consent of the provinces. Lord
Carnarx on and Vi-.count Hablane, juris of
repute, have sbared that view, as well as the
fathers of confederation, Sic John Macdonald,
George Brown and Mr. McGee who said:
'Wbat we have on the elerk's table is a
contract."

And yet, in 1943, ot oniy the advice of the
provinces bas not beo.n sougbt, but tho-'e fcomi
Quecu wbo protested were told that, the
matter concecned the dominion authorities
only and that the prime minister and the
leader of the opposition of the Quebec logis-
lature liad no.thing to do with this matter.

1 trus-t therefore thiat if some day it is
decided to amend further the pact of 1867
more concern uvili hc given than in 1943 to the
legail procedure to ho followed.

In the meantime, however, political or senti-
mienýtal con4iderations shculd not ho allowed
to delay further the adoption of this cesolu-
tion, and I trust that tliis house will deem it
its tluty to support w-holelwii dd i-i rcsli
tien based on justice and securitv.

Mic. LESAGE (Translation) :Mr. Spcakec. 1
iih ie (lirclt a ques.tion to thte lion. 11nimbel

foi Chiicoutimi (Mr. Gagnon) . BuIn bforec 1
w ould sa 'v that I ain ot opposing tl be basic
opinions lie e'xpressed in bis speech. because
1 feu I t bat the r djst rîhut ion of cetrl -c :11
hv proviînces hould bc, atlend(,d to as so000a
possible. In the coucw( cf bis -taf(,oieot. lie
sjpoke of the conoiei chaos att cibutahie to
Iie pcesent go- eromnent. J wish to know
wlîat exuact]l'v is this; chaos: ]ot him define if;
b 'v econoiei chaos does lie nioan the present
clondition wlien, i0 Canada. the pur-chasing

jccors higher and more fairly distcihuted
titan cvec?

Mr. CANN (Trao-]ation) : 1 do not
to tend to make anothec -ivcl in :tO-wec to
die qtio< ion cf tl( li on, OR ec(, for Mont-
magcvY (Mr. Lesage) ccnceroing the pie-ont
econoii condition of ccc country. We max-
havxe another opipoc-tcnit.v of dealing with thhs
mattoc in the budget dehate.

iM\1i-. RENE JUTRAS (Provencbec) (Trans-
lation) : Mc. Speakec. 1 wish ficdt te congcatu-
late tbie boni. membec foc Chicon ti mi (Mc.
G:îgnoni) who Pas. jut s-pcken.

1 bave heen greatlv pleasod te bear his
cloquent wox-ds, for they have been donS]l
gratifying te me, for liaving heen utteccd ini

[Nir. Gagnon.]

Fcench. I must admit that 1 concuc, in a
large ineasuire. with the views expressed hy
himself and the bon,. member for Charlevoix-
Saguenav (Mc. Dorion); bowox O. I iiiiu-4 say
that I do net agroe with these lion. gentlemen
as te the means te attain the- resuit-, souigbt.

(Tcxr) IJ wisb ta deal w itb thi- -uhject
brieil, 'Mr. Speakec, and moce or less from
the we-tern point of view. Xe biav u se
Peaid the que-tion discui--ed more or les-s from
the point of view of flic province of Qucbec.
We have a groat dea] in common-

Mc. LALONDE: The hion. menîbec for
Chicoutimi w-as spoaking for bimwý;lf, net for
tlic province cf Quehe.

Mr. JL7TRAS: That general view is lield
in seme quartocs in oatoco Canada. Wlien
titis question came hefore the bouse, 1 behcu c
1i 1943. J w-as away and did net bave an
eppcrhnity cf discussing it. se that I shjould
likýe tu au ail myseif cf this opportîînity te
place on record a few facts in connection witb
redtist ribut(ion.

Pcri,ýonally I feel it is unfortunato that tbis
reolution Pias heen brougbt hefore the bouse
at tis tinie, hecause we are net in position te
deai witb it as it shcnld ho dealt. w-ith. Tbe-e
are mairu- great prehlemn that iu-e bave tc face
at flic present time. The budget lias oct yet
hec n dis-ci----d, and n00e cf tlic main esti-
miate- hav e come hefoce the iiotîe. There is
a cectain feeling et uie-t thrcughout the

'tOraond J think it w'culd ho best te beave
tiii, oat toc. uvlicb is hound te ho contentions
and uxill raise many sharp diffcrences, tîntil
a laàt er dla '. Tc my mind this prosents a scr-
iotis problem and it is semething tîtat -hould
hoci-ci- fullv and oct rushed tiîcoîgh the
hocuise. Jr is net just a mattor cf arithrmet ic,
di viding anti suhtracting-mostly stibtrac-ting,'
in thle ý-ase cf the utest; it is a tclinical
pccbleim a proh]em- which almcst assummes
costîtttionai proportions.

1 -hcîîlîl like te doal hriefly w-ith tlic cen-us
cf 1941. wvlich would ho the basi.s cf redistri-
tuntio. Wýhat value bas that centis? We
mu-t ot forget that it w:îs taken w-hon the
coutryîc lad been at war fcr a littie cu or twe
Ycars. Mao f cur ycung mon had oniistedl
n the arnuod forces, and while tbcse wlîo teck

the cen.ýus tried te show tlic original domicile
cf tI-e men, there is ne doaiht a lar-go
nîîmher cf thoîn woce registerod in provinces
other than tîteir own. There uuas aIse a con-
sideraPke migration cf population from one
provioce, to another. and 1 sha1l attcmpt te
show tiat titis migration w-as te the detri-
ment cf the western prov inces.


