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ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON

INQUIIIY AS TO IîEPOI1TED ACQUISITION 0F ISL.ANDS

BY UNITED STATES

On the orders of the day:

Mr. -0. L. BOULA'NGER (Bellechasse): 1
wish to ask a question of the Prime Minister
based upon press reports to, the effeet that

thbe Frenic islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon
in the golf of the St. Lawrence mlight be

acquired by the United States. I sih'ould like

to ask if this is truc, and whether the gov-

ernment of Canada is preparcd to take stops

to acquire these islands for Canada if tbey

are for sale.

Mr. POWER: In the interests of our dis-
tillers.

Right Hon. R. B. BEN\NETT (Prime

Minister) : The government of Canada bas no

knowledge of tbe matter to wvbich the hion.

gentleman bas directed attention. Doubtless
hie is aware that under the treaty by whicb

these islands were relinquished te, France there
are provisions as to the uses to wbich they

may be put and as to the buildings wbich

may be erected thereon. The intentions of

governments cannot be discloscd in this way.

1 bave not beard of any offers of these islands

heing made, and consequently there bas been

no consideration of any proposals t6 purchase

tbem eitber for this country or for the inter-
ests mentioned by the hion. gentleman from
Quebec South (Mr. Power).

RAILWAY COMMISSION

On the orders of tbe day:

Mr. OLOF HANSON (Skeena): May 1 ask

the Minister of Railways and Canais (Mr.
Manion) when the newly appointcd chairman
of the Board of Railway Commissioners will

take over bis duties?

Hon. R. J. MANION (Minister of Railways
and CanaIs) : I do not think ho bas been ap-
pointed yet, 'but as soon as be is appointed 1
cxpect bie wiil take over bis duties.

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Hon. HUGH GUTURIE (Minister of

Justice) moved the second rcading of Bill
No. 29, to amcnd the Royal Canadiaxi
Mounted Police Act.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Explain.

Mr. GUTHRIE: I thought I might expla in

it in committee. 1 did explain it briefly .on
the resolution.

Mr. LAPOINTE: WVas tbere a rezsolîîtion
prcceding this bill?

[Mr. Bennett.1

Mr. GUTHRIE: Yes. 1 -can give the ex-
planation now .iust as well. In the year 1928
an agreement was corne to between the prov-
ince of Saskatchewan and the Dominion gov-
proment under the terras of which. police work
in the province of Saskatchewan was taken
over by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
and at the saine time certain portions of the

provincial police -force were incorporated in
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. When
the agreement was completed and executed on
the 22nd of March, 1928-1 may say that the
agreement appears in fuil in -the report of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police for the year
1928--there was one clause outstanding as to
îxliih sufficient data had not then been re-
cen cý-d to make the document complote. That
clause rciated to the pensions of those men
of the, provincial polie force who werc being
alhsorbed by the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police. That clause is as follows:

15. (a) Arrangeints will be worked out
whlereiM inen t:îheîî froîn the Saskatchiewan
provincial police îînder this ar rangement and
inelîîded Nvitlîin the Royal Canadian 'Mounted
police 'shahl le entîtled to the pension henefits
îiow recvel i.<lli ni eniliers of thie Royal Cana-
iia n MIo i ntedl Police and siicli i0li sh ail lie

entjtied tii credit foi ail service perfornMe
prior to tlie first of -Tune, 1928. in either the
R oyal ('ani iian Mîîiut eî Poli ce or the S as-
katchîewa n prîovin ciail police, anid the govern-
niienit of Saskatewan shali eontrilîîte to the
D)OniIlo goverini eut stu ii reasoîîabl e soin as
slaIl 1)( n ecr'ssarY vruds the D)omiinion gos'-
ernint penîsion fund to eîîable sucli mnen to get
tuie lwnefit iii coînpotiîig thîcir pension for the
nuinher of Yvars served w'itli the 'Saskatechewan
provincial police.

The naines of those entitled to pension have
now been dcflnitely scttled. They comprise
f or officers and fifty-five non-commissioned
offleers and men formerly in the provincial
force and now in the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police force. In respect of these men a subse-
qiient agreement has been made and executed

kthe authorities of the province of Saskatcbe-
wvan and by the Department of Justice to
pioi ide in accordance with the preliminary

aiýrceement for the absorption of these pro-
vincial police aipon the saine terms in regard

t o pension as is provided in the Royal Cana-
Hain Mounted Police pension seheme. Thc

province of Saskatchewan bears its pro rata
cost of the expense. This act is merely to
ajîthorize the taking over of these men for
thie porpose of pension.

Hon. ERNEST LAPOINTE (Quebec East):
I did not riso to oppose the bill. but I might
point, ont that nimv hon. friend spoke of having
cxplain",d tlîis bill when the resolution was
before, the lieuse. 1 would remind him that
the bill was not preceded hv a resolution, but
was read on April 17 for the first time.


