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ada. The beef in question was prepared during
the war for sale to the British 2dinistry of
Food who now do not require it, and owing to
unfavourable, exchange con~ditions between
Europe and Amnerica, It . is necessa-ry for the
Italian Government Ia order to purchase the
beef te )btain a credit for the amount required
from the Canadian Government.

The Minister, in vlew of the foregolng, re-
commends that a credit not exceeding Six
Million Dollars fromr the War Appropriation,
191,8-19, be authorized to the Itallan Govern-
ment for the purpose mentioned, to be secured
by the deposit wlth the Imperial Treasury for
account of the Dominion Government of Treas-
n~ry Bis bearing Interest at the rate of 51 per
cent per annum.

The Committee concur in the foregolng re-
commendation, and submit the same for a*p-
proval.

Thus the Governiment helped to create
bscarcity by sending our good-sr to other
çonutries, lending the meney te ether coun-
4ries te rbuy these goods that Canada pro-
duces and removing foodstuifs fromn the
-Canadian consumer. The Government
could have remedied the situation by regu-
latiing the cold 'storages. We find by
,ieading the newspapers that there is a
-great waste of foodstuffs which are allo'wed
to rot ln the cold storages and are then
destroyed. Only laeyt Saturday I read in
the Ottawa Citizen a despatech from Mont-
xeal to the followdngu effect:

The city of Montreal, from the first of Janu-
ary, 1919, tili August 22nd. of this year, has
conflscated enormous quantities of foods which
were unfit for human consumption, having done
away wlth 215,6617 pounds of meat alone.

Wlth also 884 pounds of fewl, 60,0176 pounds
of fish, 1,147 pounds of fruit, and 3,123 pounds
of vegetables, Montreal llkeIy leads the whole
of Canada in the line of confiscation, with Que-
bec clty running a close second, that city
havlng had 95,813 pounds of meat condemned
In the ancient cjapltal; over nlnety thousanfi
pounds of this was veal.

If these cold storages were better regu-
lated and were not allowed to keep food-
-stuffs until they are condemned as being
,unfit for human consumption tbese food-
,stuffs would be sold, at lower prices to, the
,consumer. Food is very much like money.
If money ýis put in circulation the rate
of interest decreases while, if it is kept out
,of, circulation, the rate of interest increases.
If foodstuff s are kept in cold storage a
scarcîty results and prices go up, whereas
by putting them on sale the shortage is
relieved and prices diminish.

As to hunes of credît granted by the Gov-
eruiment, we have granted a hune of credit
te Italy, and we have aiso extended to
]Rumania credit to the extent of $25,000,000.
Although we may not lose on the credit
granted to Italy it looks as though there
will be some loss lu connection with the
credit to Roumania. Roumanian bonds are
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now selling at a large discount and even
though our $25,000,000 should be repaid it
will probably be without interest.

The Prime Minister earlier in this debate
said the Government had given power some
years ago to the municipalities to institute
prosecutions where excessive prices were
charged. As .we ail know that policy has
been a failure. My hon. friend from An-
tigonish and Guysborough (Mr. J. H. Sin-
clair> discussed this matter the other day,
and I agcree with hlm in the opinion which
hie then expres:%ed: the policy has been a
f allure and the Government neyer intended
that the power given to the municipalities
should be largely exercised. We know very
well that the small municipalities would
not go to the trouble of holding investiga-
tions and bearing the heavy costs necessi-
tated by the in-titution, of prosecutions
Moreover, the matter is one of federal con-
cern. It is se, regarded in the 'United States
where the Washington Government has
caused prosecutions with the result that the
prices of foodstuff s have largely decreased.
Even lu Canada, since the Board of Comn-
merce comrnenced its operations prices
have commenced to, faîl, and 1 hope that
board will be successful lu bringîng about
further reductions. Public attention bas
been drawn to the case of one merchant in
-Ottawa who sold sugar at a profit of three
cents a pound. In my opinion, this is an
enormous profit on a commodlty like sugar.
One of the members of the board also in-
vestigated the prices charged by Ottawa
restaurants for meals, alleging that they
were too high. WelI, Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment itself bas given a bad example to
the restaurant people; the buffet car on the
National railways bas been one o! the
greatest sinners lu that regard. My hion.
friend (Mr. J. H. Sinclair) exposed the
other day the extravagant price charged for
fish ln a dining car on a government rail-
way, citing an instance wbere hie paid 65
Cents for a portion of fish which probably
did no.t wveigh hall a pound and wvhich the
Goverrment must have boughlt for about
four cents a poun.d. Why, Mr. Speaker;- if
you ord-er a pdece of roast heef iu a buffet
car on the National railways to-day, you
have to pay 80 cents for a portion 'which only
w.eighs about eue-quaiTter of a pound. Then
for Corn on the coh 'which costs the Gov-
ernrnent only 'about one Cent, the price is
25 cents. If tbe Board of Comnnieree really
wants te decrease, the prices of restaurant
meals in this City At should investigate the
prices charged in the National railways
buffet car, 'whidh, as I have .alre-ady salid,
fs the greatest sinner ailolig the restaurants.


