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al colleges and schools, and scholarships were
founded for the gymnasia (secondary schools.)

The educational programme of the Bolsheviks
was ambitious, but it was this ambitiousness
which commended it to the people. The Bol-
sheviks aimed at starting a school in every
village and increasing the number of gymnasia
in the district and founding a university, but
in this project they were stopped by lack of
teachers.

“The article gees on to say:

Under the stricter days of the old regime the
Boy Scout movement was not permitted in Rus-
sia, but latterly was allowed a certain amount
of liberty under police supervision. Under the
Bolsheviks, however, it flourished, and troops
were formed in many of the cities and depart-
ment towns.

1t will be interesting to those who live in
the dry province of Ontario to know how
the Bolsheviks dealt with the illicit liquor
traffic:

The Russian public had not been accustomed
to reliable law courts or a just police admin-
istration. Under the Bolsheviks, as under the
Provisional and Kerensky Governments, the vil-
lages appointed their own police when neces-
sary, choosing the oldest men as those most
lkely to have wisdom and discretion in human
affairs. As an instance of this may be men-
tioned the way in which the old regime and
the Bolsheviks dealt with illegal vodka dis-
tilling. In the days of the Imperial police any-
one caught in the act was arrested by the
police, but, as everyone knew, each offence had
its price, except that of political propaganda,
and a sum of money amounting maybe to sev-
eral hundred or several thousand roubles,
would settle the matter, and until the time of
blackmail came round again the business could
continue unmolested, however much the public
might be against it. Under the Bolsheviks a
man found distilling vodka would not be pun-
ijshed but his still would be taken from him,
the public would be informed of his guilt, and
the amount of grain which the food committee
would allow him to buy would be limited to that
needed for his own domestic use.

I am placing these facts before the House,
‘not because I am here to defend the Bol-
sheviks, but because I think it is well to
realize there may be two sides to every
question, and we should not be carried off
our feet in denunciation of other people
before we really know what they are doing.
As I understand it, Bolshevism is a form
of socialistic government in which the
lower classes—I should not use that expres-
sion because it is obnoxious in this
country—in which the manual workers have
assumed to take the whole control of the
government to the exclusion of the intellec-
tual and trading classes. I think that is
morally wrong because it is government of
the people by only part of the people, and I
think it unwise because it eliminates from
the government classes which might have
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into channels for his own

a considerable contribution to offer. It has
been suggested that Bolshevism must be
put down. What is meant by that? Does
it mean we are to send more men to Russia
for the purpose of fighting? If that is so, I
would say first of all that it is a course the
wisdom of which is very doubtful. Outside
interference may tend to solidify the people
under the Bolsheviki, and perhaps in en-
deavouring to put down disorder we may
possibly trample on liberty.

You will remember, Mr. Speaker, the
situation at the time of the French revolu-
tion. You will remember how the French
revolutionaries were denounced, and pro-
perly so, not only for their excesses but for
other things as well by the civilized coun-
tries of Europe. You will remember how
kings banded themselves together for the
purpose of putting down the French revolu-
tion and how the revolutionary spirit of
France, the free spirit of old France, en-
abled the barefooted armies of the repub-
lic to conquer all their enemies, and they
were not conquered until the first republic
had become an Empire and until Napoleon
had seized the reins of power and turned
the enthusiasm of the French revolution
imperialistic
benefit. And therefore I say, we come
to this: We have Canadian soldiers to-
day fighting in Russia; we have sent
Canadian soldiers to Siberia, where they
are fichting. I do not propose at this
moment to condemn the Government for
sending them, but I say that the Govern-
ment must at the earliest possible moment
let the Canadian people know why Cana-
dian boys have been sent there. Certain
explanations which have been given do not
explain. It has been suggested by some
one that they are sent there for the purpose
of promoting Canadian trade. I for one
would rather that in all the future history
of Canada we never sold a single mowing
machine or any other article of manufac-
ture or commerce there than that the blood
of a single Canadian lad should be spilled
in vain.

There is another matter in this connection
which must be inquired into. It is a rela-
tively small force that has been sent. I do
not know whether my opinion is right or
not, but I believe I am right in saying that
this force was so small that it could have
been recruited through the voluntary sys-
tem. I believe I am right in saying that
drafted men who expected to be sent to
fight the enemies of civilization in France



