
those of Commissioner Prince upon this par- was required, it Is represented to me that
ticular matter. the company went to some $5OO of extra
To provide for the expenses and salaries of expense to put tlemselves ln a position te

commissioners appointed to Investigate coIpass that cheapness and that supply. 1
charges against Government officiais, in- ar also iformed that the prie of gas fot
cluding witness fees...................... $2,000Only las been reduced from $4 to $1.50,
Mr. SPROU LE. I want to .sk a ques- which is a very great reduetIon. but with

tion of the Minister of Marine and Fish-teImprovement ln new burners you get
ene. Last ' n oneto thu a 40-candie light ami consume ouiy abouteries. Has that any connection with the hl h a oprdwt omrcn

trouble between the Noble Brothers, of Col- haîfth se«tmpared witrm on-
lingwood and Killarney and the departmentfstonalIe tee th e resiti moi-
or is there any information as to iow that thesltoalgeet he(prte)8pt n oie
ase stands ?the use;andIysefhad forgottethe
The MINISTEl OL MARIINE AND ircumstances ut the time, and did fot ai-

FISHERIES. Judge Johnson was appoint- lude to it when the item was being dis-
ed sone years ago to investigate that mat- cussed. If you are going te take the aiter-
er. He made an investigation in refereuee native of being in a position like that-
to the conplaiit in the time of àuy pre- ani we must carry out coutracts as faly
tlecessor in the departmeat. He reopenei as we possibly can-you have got to go to
the case. and when I came into the depart- the expense of wiring a large portion of
ment I found It hanging. The case -had the buildings, and you have to go to the
been reopened at the instance of the Nobles, expense of having a technical and efficent
and then they would not go on. There has staff in order to carry this out, neither et
been a great deal of eorrespoudeuce betwe*en whicb expenditures are ueeded If you ligbt
the lawyers of the Nobles and myself. They by gas;beause of course the company
wnated to put the department in he posi- looks after that. I bring this natter up
tion of defendants, requesting rhat the de- becaus lt is additional information whlcb
partient should admit (certain things and probably the buse did net possess at the
then go on and excuse thezmselves for steiz- time, and I think It would modify the action
ing the Nobles' nets. We do not admit that of the Minister of Public WorkS. I do
we should take that position. We claim that fot make it a plea that because you are
the department was right In the course it using gas now, therefore you sliuld fot
pursued, and If they desire to give any ex- make Uhe change. But I do make this
planation ,we say we will reopen the case plea: that wheu the Goverument revises a
and hear their witnesses. In the middle of former decision, and by conditions made on
this correspondence the decisiou came frcin both sides, large expenditures are entered
the Supreme Court of Canada raising the into, ami a contract based upon them, It be-
whole question as to whether we ever Ladicores a natter of great moment whetber or
any jurisdiction in these waters at all. The uot'the Goverument Is Justified lu destrOY-
Noble Brothers would then say to us : Well, ing flic investnent to that citent, of the
we don't care now whether you are going company with whleh It made the contrat.
on or not ; if that decision holds we will Uertainly the very best reasons should be
sue you in law for damages for your lIlegal given before that .is doue. and even then,
seizures. and if It does not iold -ve will bxe It would be a question whether or fot a
in no worse position than we are at pre- consideration shouid le given to the con-
sent. I ordered the investigation at once to tractor who entered into the contract lu
be closed, and there Is $10 due to Judge good faith. If my hou. frind (Mr. Tarte)
Johnston. I have sent the account to the will view thc circumstances In that light,
Department of Justice for taxation, but It ami If ho were to make a proposai te that
l not embraced ln the $200, and willbe paid compauy in certain directions hecmay tlud
out of the general vote. that he can make a much more advanta-

<«eous arrangenment lu connectiou with the
Publie Buildings, Ottawa-Fire protection, conditions as they exist, than by under-

electrie lighting, &c......................a$5,000 ng ths very large expeuditure of $75,-
Mr. FOSTER. I wish to ask the Minis- 000 for iustalling au eiectric lîght plant.

ter of Publie Works if It la not true that I amnsorry that the lnformation was fot
the Government has a contraet at the pre- 1 at hand and the question diseussed when
sent time with the Ottawa Gas Lighting thecMinister had lis estimate before the
Company, which has still some three years commttec; but that does net render the
to run, and which Ise current of course at Information any the less pertinent. 1 want
the present time ; whether that contract te ask my hon. friend to take that Into hie
was not entered into after certain condi- cousideration; and 1 amnsure le will see
tions agreed to on both sides, one of which the force of It. If 1 inght exprssan
was that the price of gas should be very opinion, It would be that, under ail the cir-
largely reduced, and that the eompany cums1ances, It would be well to go a Ut-
should be compeUled to eupply a maximum tie slowly ln the Interim between now and
quantity. In order to fulfli these condi- January; and the hou, gentleman eau ob-

tions and to suppxpeneltypu the qailyo a htti no mon, an hae postlont
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