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Mr. BORDEN (I1alifi). If my memory rather in a humiliating position, that he
serves me as far back as yesterday after- must know that this .is the lenten season
noon. I think the lion. Solicitor General and that to be in a humiliating position
wanted light fromi hon. gentlemen on this is not therefore out of place. I am not
side who are interested in the working of so sure, however, that when I ask, In a
the Aet in Ontario. When the hon. men- very humble way, I admit, for light from
ber for East Simcoe (Mr. Bennett) was some of my legal friends from Ontario, it
speaking. my hon. friend the Solicitor Gene- was a very bad th'ng after all ; and If
ral stated frankly that lie did not profess my lion. .frlend from Halifax, who tells
to unlerstand the Ontario Act in the same us lie knows nothing about ýthis, will ask
way, for example, as lie did the Quebec for light on any particular point on which
Act. lie desires to be informed, I shall endea-

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I would vour to explain it to him ·to the best of
not profess for a moment to know as mucl ;my ability.
about the Ontarlo law as a gentleman of Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER.
the standing a uthe Ontario bar of the i do not think the hon. Solicitor General
lion. member for West Simeoe. appreeiates the dittieuly hic has been

poinit. My learned and hon. friend the SUi lepicPe tîsBhI

m 1entionied. Hle attemlpts to meet it by
sain that the principle of this Bill Is

ethe adoption of the provincial franchi.ses,
whether we understand them or not.

for a ionent. as imputing the slightest
fault to him or as imputing tlhat lie does The SOLICITOR GENERAL. We are
not know everything about these provin- supposed to understand them.
cial Acts that any one in his place would SirCHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER.
be expected to know. But what I sug Tha,ýt s perhaps, a violent supposition. I
,ges t is that w e are dealimg w itli enactm ents tink t e rhn. gent le nt hi m sel i o uld

gesu ~e havebut amere 01u1a1-Zinthue lion. gnlnaîhiuuself vouid
of wichlwel hve btaaere summary 1hve - ditliculty iin recounting now, without
the very useful .memorandum which the reference to his memorandum, the different
lion. gentleman has appended to this Bill'1 frachises in ,th different provinces. We
and w-e cannt get a very good idea of liave passed upon the principle of adopting
the proincial legisuion from that. But the provincial franchises, and we now come
the great demet os hot only tat, but t the very important question of the pro-
something turther. We are not only n- cedure, then maclhinery, by which this Bill
vhed to pass~ upon legislahon which we en be carriecd out. The voters' lists come
do not uniderstaind, but to pass an Act within lle subjeet of procedure. The lion.
providing that everything which these pro- gentleman is very kind to eonfess-and thatvicial legisatures shlil enact in the future is notithe slightest refleetion upon himselfwill be all righlt. My hon. friend will sug- or n "any other hon. genteman who would
gest to me. I suppose, that if the provn he in his position-that it is impossible forcal legislatures alter their enactmnents from him to speak with assurance with regardtime to time, we have -te power :to correct to the working of this machinery, exceptthose enactments so far as they are applie regards the province of Quebec, where,nbie to elections to t:his Parhaument ; and .of course, his experience justifies hlm inconet!de that a t once to be the case. but what taking a verdoes uht anuount to? Lt unzns siI-ay fa t yystrong stand and in giv'ingdoes that amount to 0? It me-anssimlythat the committee a great deal of useful in-we bave to keep a wath over the principal formition. But le went on to admit that
legislatures andi check their enntments from he eannot speak with any assurance withtime to time. That simply brmgs us back to regard to the working of these different
the principle that w-e ought to deal with thslaws in the other provinces. Therefore, wematter oturselves. But even if we do adopt niot only have to adopt the laws of thethe provincial law, I would suggest that we local legislatures with regard to the fran-
should not go beyond saying that the provi ch!se but, what is more dangerous, their
ial enactnments, as they exist at present, different machinery for giving voters theand the bases on whieh lie voters' lists are opportunity of exercising their franchise.

now made up .i the different provices, On that very important subject, the dis-
shall be the bases on which we shall pro- iussion this evening has made It apparent
eeed m the future. I do not see why we that we are groping in the dark. Weslhould pledge ourselves now to the wisdom are in the dark as to what constitutes
of what any provincial -legislature may pass a poil-book 'i the different provinces
n thue future. and how these lists are made up.
The SOLICITOR GENERAL. That ques- Nothing to. my mind could make more clear

tion, has been thoroughly threshed -out in the mistake the Government are making,
the disQussion on the second reading, and could show more clearly that It Is a plunge
we have adopted the principle that the in the dark, than the admission of the Soli-
basis of our franchise shall be the pro- !citor General that he Is unable to tell us
,rinelal franchise. I may, however, sug- how these different systems are worked and
gest to the hon. member for West York jtlie procedure to be adopted under a'system
(Mr. Wallace). who has said that I was controllable by this House, we should be not

Mr,. BORDEN (Halfax).
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