
COMMONS DEBATES.
bas been dispossessed or distressed since the Government of
Canada came into possession of that country. Well, Sir,
what had the GovernmentIto do ? We had all our friends; we
had the Archbishop; we had even Mr. Jackson, of whom
the hon. gentleman has spoken, who now represents the
balf-breeds in the North-West'council; we had him stating
that there should be no grant given to the half-breeds,
except on condition of five years of continumus occupation.
There was a confiict of opinion; I will not trouble the
IHouse with showing that there was an infinity of opinions;
an infinity of advice was offered to the Government, how
best to deal with the half-breeds, and the Government had
only one thing to think of-what was the bea3t for the
people, what was it best to do for them, to save them even
against their own improvidence, and at the same time not
to keep back the settlement of the country. This, Mr.
Speaker, may account, to any reasonable man, for what the
hon. gentleman talks of as delay. They were not suffering
anything. The half-breed had his own lot, he was not
cultivating the land that he had. Giving him bis land and
giving him more land was giving him nothing. The nomadic
half-breed, who had been brought up to hunt, having had
merely bis shanty to repair to in the dead season, when there
was no game-what advantage was it to him to give him
160 or 240 acres more? It was of no use to him whatever,
but it would have been of great use to the speculators who
were working on him and telling him that he was sufferin .
Oh! How awfully he was suffering, ruined, destroye
starving, because he did not get 240 acres somewhere else,
or the scrip for it, that he might sell it for $50 1 No, Sir;
the whole thing is a farce. Now, Mr. Speaker, we, at the
last moment, made concessions, and we did it for the sake
of peace. The Government knew, my hon. friend, Sir
David Macpherson, the Minister of Interior, knew that we
were not acting in the interests of the half-breeds in grant-
ing them scrip, in granting him the land. We had tried,
after consulting man after man, expert after expert, to find
what was best for the country, and wo found, without one
single exception, they were all opposed to granting unli-
mited scrip and immediate patents to the half breeds. But,
Sir, an agitation arose, and the hon. gentlemen has rung
the changes on Riel being brought into that country. Who
brought him into thecountry ? Not the Indians; not the
half-breeds. The half-breeds did not pay the money. The
white speculators in Prince Albert gave their money to
Gabriel Dumont, and gave it to Lepine, and gave it to others.
They had all got their assignments from the half-breeds;
they had all got in their pockets the scrip or the assign-
ment, and they sent down to bring Riel in as an agent to be
a means of attaining their unhallowed ends. It is to the
white men, it is to men of our own race and lineage, and
not to the half-breeds, nor yet to the Indians, that we are to
attribute the war, the loss of life, the loss of money, and the
discredit that this country would have suffered had it notr
been for the gallant conduct of our volunteers. Now, Mr.
Speaker, I am able to prove that there has been a deep-laid
conspiracy. I am able to establish that the cry of the half-
breed grievances was merely a pretext. I am able to show
that white man after white man has entered into it. And
I tell you this, further, Mr. Speaker-I do not mean in the3
least degree to impugn the hon. member for West Dur-,
ham; I do not at all mean to say that he was in anyf
way a party to it; but I tell him this, and I can prove this,
that they have unscrupulously used bis name and used the
Dame of bis party, and they have used that name, not
only in the North-West with the half-breeds, not only1
along the frontier, but they have used it at Washington ; at(
Washington his name has been quoted. I do not believet
the hon. gentleman is liable to the chauge; but it onlyt
shows that you cannot touch pitch without becoming fouled.
The hon, gentleman, I know, in bis anxiety to get evidence t
againat this Government, in his anxiety to get evidence, no

matter from whom or in what way-I eau show, if need be,
under his own handwriting and signature, that he bas gone
very far.

Mr. BLAKE. Show it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I will prove it, with very
great reluctance. I do not know whether the hon. gentle-
man ever heard of a person called J. E. Brown.

Mr. BLAKIE. Yes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Very well. J. E. Brown
was a man formerly in the Mounted Police in the North-
West. J. E. Brown living in that country employed himself
in the very useful but perhaps unpopular occupation of
trying te be a detective. J. E. Brown, in his anxiety, net
only to extol the merits of the North-West but also, perhaps,
to do a little in a pecuniary way, wrote to the hon. member
for the west riding of Durham, and told him he could give
him a good deal of information-and he would liko to get
a pass. The hon. gentleman said he could not give him a
pass, but he would try to see him in Toronto, and if he
could not do so, he would try and get a confidential friend
to see him. I have net the man's letter, but I have the
hon. gentleman's reply. The man must have written
saying: I am going to apply for a survey from the Dominion
Government; it will prove rather inconvenient to me if I
lost the office, and therefore, perhaps, you will not use my
name lu that connection, but treat it confidentially, until
after I get the appointment. Then, of course, I will give
you the information. The bon. gentleman answored him,
that ho would keep ail his communications confidential
until after he had got the office. J. E. Brown was to come
to the Government here, and was to go on his kness and
say le was a friend of the Government, and appeal te the
Government and get employment on a survey, and then
supply the hon. gentelman with information. The hon.
gentleman indicates that I have not got thoso letters.

Mr. BLAKE. I do not say you have not got these lotters.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Thon we will read them.

Mr. Blake writes:
"OTTAWA, 7th May.

"I have your letter of the Cth, and should be very glad inded to learn
from you any facts connected with the management of affairs in the
North-West Territories. I would willingly comply with your request
for a pass to Octawa if it were in my power, but I have no means of pro-
curring railway passes. It is possible, though by no means certain, I
may be in Toronto for a few hours within the next few days, and if so I
would try to arrange an interview with you, or if I am unable to manage
that, I can arrange an interview with a confidential friend of mine, who
would note down, for my own ear only, all you should choose to communi-
cate, if this would be agreeable to you.

Yours faithfully,
"EDWARD BLAr."

That is the prologue to the play.

"OTTAw, l12th May, 1885.
"DEAR SIR,-I have your letter, and will ask a friend to make an

appointment with you. I will take care, as you desire, that your name
shall not be used to your prejudice. I will not disclose it untilfyou have
had ample opportunity of securing an appointment for the surveys this
year, if you are fortunate enough to do so. But I fancy there will not
be a great deal of snrveying done. I should gladi assist you in pro-
curing employment if it were in my power, but i have noomeansof
forwarding your intereste in this respect. With thanks for your good
wishes,

"I am, yours faithfully' B
IlEDWÂBD BLIÂK."

In the hon. gentleman's anxiety te show what a wicked
Government this is, to prove how dereliet it is in its duty,
that it deserves the censure of the country, he tells this man
to go on, apply for a position on the surveys, get it if he
eau, although he does not think there will be many surveys
this year, and he will net reveal his name until after he as
got the appointment. Then information iso be given by
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