404 HOUSE OF
Jawes Mackizros: that the English
system of Government is something like a
nobleman’s mansion. It has been oceupied
for generations, 1t has had alterations
wade In 15 and addidons built, and it is
exceedingly unsymetrical; but it is also
very convenient, and it would be a very
unwise act to tear it down to its  founda-
tions for the purpose of bLuilding a better
and more symmetrical edifice. At the same
time, po man in his senses would choose
it as a model if he had to build from the
foundations. It seems to me, Sir, that
this very wise and thoughtful olmqvlmon

made by a very dx.stmgmshed English
statesinan, was lest sight of when these
provisions of  our constitution were
prepared by the delegates to Lon-
don. I do »not think we wre
bound to imitate the English svstem of

Government in any 1»_)‘1ucu](u wiere our
civeumstances are so totaily diflevent frow
theirs that what 1s adiirably adapted  to
the Lnghsa people is in no wav suited to
us. Tt is not necessary that we should
copy a dead Thmb of the British constitu-
tion in order to show our attachment to
that which Is green and vigorous, any
mere than 1t is necessary for us to shave
our heads to show owr parental afiection
simply becauss our grandiuthers may be
bald. We have mot siv, followed the
imglish system of Parliamentary ropie-
sentation.  We have adopted the tem
of representation by popnlation, which 1
essentially American in its origin,  The
English srstem of Purlbunentary  repre-
sentation 1s a repiesentation of interests
Tiere never Lag been any sevious attetupt
there to base reprosentation by population.
It has alwiuyvs been said hy those who
Liive exercised the controlling influence in
the Government of that country that in
thoir gystem of ropresentation they have
kvpf i view all the multifarions juteresis
of the nution, and Uw ropresentatives of
the people  of Britain e
dmperial Parli un“nt l..n‘ resclved that o
shail
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iy contralling
Fesislation of the conntey.
That, siv, is quite clewe i vour look ub the
popuintions of Lo don snd Seotiand, which
are about equal, for you will find Scot-
lasid reburaing many move represeutatives
than the City of Loadow 1 think, sir,

acted wise ki in taking pmmldm(m HEE
of representation in s House, that
dirfd woll to treat our own people as
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a unit, that in doing so we have taksn an
impor tant step towards consolidating

them, as far as they have common in rter-
ests, Into a real nationality ; and it scems
to me we would do equally well in look-
ing at the federzl features of our Govera-
ment and establishing a second chamber
which would serve some of the important
purposes for which a second chamber ought
to exist. We sometimes forget, sir, the
very rapid changes that take place in a
single generation in this country. Lord
Macavray, not long before his death,
speaking of the representation system of
England, thought the period of scven
years was too long. e suid when the Sep-
tenuial Act was carried English society
moved much more slowly than it did in
his day ; that the changes in five years
was greater than had occarred in seven
years a century before, and because they
were greater it was  necessary that the
elections shonld he more frequent in order
to adjust the opinions of the House of
Conunons to  the opinions of the nation.
Now, Sir, when we look at our Senate,
what do we find? We find that the
average political life of a Senator is
fifteenn  years, while that of o repre-
sentative of the ypeople 1is but two
aud a half years. Is it possible that
such a body as the Senate can be fairly
saldl In any meesure to represent the
people of this country, that they can be
the guardians of any public interest in
this country, that the" CaD SErve ahy use
ful porpose as a 1€‘glnl(khx\ e hody, othm
than that of taking away the idea of abso-
tate power being possessed by this House,
There can be no doubt that whatever posi-
tion you place public men in, if you cow-
pletely separate thein from the rest of the
community and make them completely
mdejende n’t vou untit them for the dis-
charge of l(mslau\u functions. It is nee-
cossary in every  veeation and position of
lile that theve shonld be o sense of depend-
enee on onr folliaw countrywen. Without
thiv esaentind hecoms
uttoary uniit

dependense
to discharge one duticy pro-
wrly s menmbers of  the State, aud any
cistative body that iv co wipletely separ-
ated from the vest of the cornmmunity,
that is in uno way  oblized  to cou-
forie to the public opinion - of the. coun-
try or show  any  deference to that
public opinion, 15 in no  way qualitied
to perform the important  duties  that
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