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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GATT

The Honourable Pat Carney, Minister for
International Trade, announced today that she will be visiting
Geneva from 30 November to 1 December. Miss Carney will
participate in the events marking the 40th Anniversary of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and, in
recognition of Canada's leading role in promoting the Uruguay
Round, will be the lead-off speaker at the 43rd Annual Session
of the GATT Contracting Parties. This will be the first time
Trade Ministers have met under GATT auspices since the launch
of the Uruguay Round. In addition, the Minister will be
meeting with other leading Ministers, such as Mr. C. Yeutter
(USA), Mr. W. de Clercq (EEC), Dr. M. Bangemann (FRG), Mr. Uno
Sosuke (Japan) and Mr. E. Iglesias (Uruguay). In 1947, Canada
was one of the twenty-three founding members of GATT. Today,
the GATT, based in Geneva, has ninety-five member countries.

In 1985, the Canadian government announced its two
track trade policy involving complementary and reinforcing
routes to more secure and enhanced access to world markets.
Miss Carney noted "we have negotiated a Free Trade Agreement
and we are continuing to advance the negotiations in the
Uruguay Round of the Multilateral Trade Negotiations (MTN)".
"The GATT is the cornerstone of the world trading system" noted
Miss Carney. "Canada believes that the 95 member countries
should use the 40th Anniversary to renew their commitment to
the GATT." On Monday, 30 November, a Round Table discussion
with Miss Carney will examine the past and future of the GATT.
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