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(CM'  R, October 22; 1954) 

MANUFACTURING  RECORD: •  Canada . s manufac-
turing industries set another new production 
record  in 1953 for the seventh straight year, 
according .to preliminary figures. released by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

. The year's factory shipments were. valued .at  
$17,771,758.000,. uP $789,071,000 or 4.6% from 
1952's $16,982;687,000. •Preliminary estimates 
place the value of shipments in the first.half 
of this y.ear at $8,607,736000.  down 4% from 
last year's January-June value of $8,974,-157;- 
000.. •The first-quarter.value• fell to $4, 181, - 
071, 000. from $4,284,124,000 and. the  second 
quarter s value to $4,426,665,000 from $4 ; 690.- 
033,000. , 

The number of employees in manufacturing 
also climbed in 1953 to.a new  record., total of 
1,325,820. from the previous peak in .1952 of 
1,288..382. and their earnings were boosted to 
$3, 948, 039 ; 000 from $3,.637 ;620, 000. • Ma te.ri al 
costs•were up to 19, 327,510,000 from $9,146.- 
172,000 the year before. the cost of fuel and 
ele.ctriclty rose to $414,9264,000 from $392, - 
98 1,000. • 

In 1953' there.were.increased values for all 
kit three.of the main industrial groups ,. the 
declines:being in iron and steel produçts, 
textiles and tobacco..Foods-and beverages a gain  
headed,the-list with shipments valued at  $3,-
479,000 as compare.d with $3,472,517,000.' 
Transportation equipment was next in order at 
$2,094,175,000 as compared with  $1,803,700.-
000.  followed. closely• by iron•and steel pro-
ducts at $2,090,093,000 as compared with $2,- 
135,032,000.:Paper.products was fourth at $1,- 
552,797 000 ($1, 510,1494000 in 1952)4 .and wood 
producta fifth. at $1, 279, 573,000 ( $10 167,629,- 
000). 

In this year's first-half period all group s.  
were.lower except foods  and  • beverages, paper 
produçts, produçts of petroleum and coal, 
printing and publishing  and  • tobacco. 

* * * * 

WORLD WHEAT: ' Supplies of wheat 'remaining 
or-1"-=a7orrt September 1 in the . four majo* 
wheat exporting countries for export and  carry'  
over at the end .of their respective crop yéars 
amounted to 2;148,400,000 .bushels, some 5.5% 
greater than the 2,036,500,000 bushels a year 
earlier, • • 

-Estimated supplies in each  of.  the four 
.countries on September 1 with a yc,r earlier 
figures in brackets, were as follows: United 
States. 1,167,000,000 bushels (1,067,800,000); 
Canada, 792,800,000 (820,100,000); Aitstralia, 
115,700,000. (56 ,,600,000); and Argentina.  72.-
900,000  (92,000,000). ' 

The 1954 Canadian crop, estimated at  :77; -
900,000  bushels on the basis of conditions at 
September 1 is now taken into account in. these 
calculations. •HOwever, due to adverse harvest-
ing conditions in the West, a further sub-
stantial reduçtion may be anticipated_in the 
size of the current Canadian 'heat crop. -  

INDG STRIAL EMPLOYMENT UP  • Industrial em-
ployment showed a turther though slight im-
provement at the beginning of August. and the 
Bureau.-  s index  rose 0 . 4%  to 112. 1 from 111.7 a 
month earlier..: There was, however, .a deCline 
af 3% from last year's August 1. figure of 
115.6.... The payrolls index moved up to 155.0 
from 153..9 at the. beginning•of July but .de-
c lined ,  from last. year 'a 155.3. Weekly.: wages 

.and salaries rose on average to $59.12  from 
$58.98 a month earlier and $57.52 a year ago. 
: The changes in employmen.  t in the major in-
Clustrial divisions at August 1 as compared 
with July largely followed the seasonal pat-
tern. establi riled in recent years. :Manufactur-
ing, in which . the pottiver midsummer indexes 
have.risen and fallen in e equel number.of 
years, showed.,s...decline of•OA%, ,sti'ghtly ex-
ceeding the reduction at August 1 last year 
when the index Was 6% above its present pos-
ition. The loss as compared. wi th July 1 took 
place in plants produçing durable.manufactured 
goods, there being• little change on the whole 
In. the non-durable group.: 

There was a below-average contraction in 
. the staffs of logging camps, the decrease be-
ing the smallest in-many years.: 

The gain.in .mining was the largest for mid-
summer• since 1949, while that of 5,2% in.con-
struçtion, which was the greatest shown by any 
industrial division at August 1 was rather be. 
low average. 

* * * * 

PlirROLEUM, GAS SOAR :  "Nine of Canada es 16 
- leadint minerals were produced in ,greater 
quantity in the first -6 months •this year than 
in the first half of 1953, the .Dominion Bureau. 
of  Statistics reports. Petroleum and natural 
gas output contintied to soar, but for most 
other minerals changes from last year were 
moderate.to  slight.: 

The flow of petroleum from Alberta and 
other •Canadian fields was. stepped up to 42,- 
232,615 barrels from 33,391.423  in the first. 
half of 1953 ,. and natural gas .output climbed 
to 65,107,621,000 cubic feet• from  •52,376,435,- 
000. Alsà 'n.howing production gains in the 
first.6 months this year.were cernent (to  10,-
38,  333 barrels • from 10, 437 , 674 ),, clay pro - 
ducti (to  $13,690,920  from $12,844,654), -cop.. 

per (to 144,715 tons from 135.368), gypsum (to 
1,597,779 tons from 1,490.217i, lead (to 110,- 
076 tons from 100,635), lime (to 609,366 tons 
from "607,607) and nickel (to 77,436 tons from 

70, 294). 1 
First-half outPut was reduced this year for 

asbestos- (to 434,823 tons from 458. 209),coal 
(to 7., 430.188 tons from 7,735.747), gold (to• 
2,092,087 fine ounces from 2,204,037), iron 
ore (to 1,756,047 tons from 2,425,494), salt 
(to 4,516 tons from 460,214), silver (to 14,- 
828,903 fine;tunces from 15,308,361) and zinc 
(to 172,279 res from 202 931), 
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