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THE DEPAJRTM2NT OF' EXTERNAL AFfFAIXýS

Ristorica. Backçground

Thie growing importance of' Canada ini world al'tairs
during the forty years al'ter Contederation made it
desirable, by the early 1900's, that aile should adopt
an organized rietlhod of' conducting liez afftaire witil other
countries.

The fijrst su ggestion that a separate department be
established for this purpose came troxu Sir Joseph Pope,
then Under-Secretary of' State, in 1907. Ini a mrezoranduiu
to a Royal Comission on the Civil Service lie recomunended
a mnore efflioient mnetliod of' deal.ing witih the external
affairs of' Canada.

His menioranduni noted that there did not exist a
complete record of' correspondence on aniy matter of'
externa]. bearing. Individual departiuents concerned withu
suoli matters oomia.unioated witli other goverpnients tILrQugh
the Governor Qenera] witliout re±'erenoe to one ano1ther.
This practice, on more than one occasion, oaused Inconm-
sistencies to be brought to the attention of' the Canadian
governiuent by loreign goverments.

In May 1909, Parliament autliQrized the establ.ishmnent
of' a "Department of' External Afilairst? The titie indicates
that it deals witli Canadals relations wibli other goverrnents
within the Britishl Commonwealth as we3. J as with f'oreign.
powers. The Act creating the Department placed it under
the Seoretary of' State, with an Under-Secretary of' State
f'or Eternal Affairs to rank as the permanent deputy head
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