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professional, business, neighborhood, and community associations
to the life of the society and to the development process;

h) Development of an efficient social security policy; and

i) Adequate provision for all persons to have due legal aid in
order to secure their rights.

Article 45

The Member States recognize that, in order to facilitate the process
of Latin American regional integration, it is necessary to harmonize the
social legislation of the developing countries, especially in the labor
and social security fields, so that the rights of the workers shall be
equally protected, and they agree to make the greatest efforts possible
to achieve this goal.

Article 46

The Member States will give primary importance within their
development plans to the encouragement of education, science, technology,
and culture, oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual,
and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress.

Article 47

The Member States will cooperate with one another to meet their
educational needs, to promote scientific research, and to encourage
technological progress for their integral development. They will
consider themselves individually and jointly bound to preserve and enrich
the cultural heritage of the American peoples.

Article 48

The Member States will exert the greatest efforts, in accordance with
their constitutional processes, to ensure the effective exercise of the
right to education, on the following bases:

a) Elementary education, compulsory for children of school age,
shall also be offered to all others who can benefit from it.
When provided by the State it shall be without charge;

b) Middle-level education shall be extended progressively to as
much of the population as possible, with a view to social
improvement. It shall be diversified in such a way that it
meets the development needs of each country without prejudice to
providing a general education; and

c) Higher education shall be available to all, provided that, in
order to maintain its high level, the corresponding regulatory
or academic standards are wmet.

Article 49

The Member States will give special attention to the eradication of
illiteracy, will strengthen adult and vocational education systems, and
will ensure that the benefits of culture will be available to the entire
population. They will promote the use of all information media to
fulfill these aims.




