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AMERICAN ADOLESCENTS RETURNING
HOME

Life in the foreign service isn’t always easy. Being a teenager and having to ad- Michele gg‘s’szfg}‘vgslg ufePOTfls
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Still, coming back to the States creates an altogether different problem How do
youlearn to adjustto living in your own homeland? All of asudden you're on your own
- no foreign service friends. You're considered a snob, simply because you were either
born abroad or lived in foreign places that t your schoolmates never even heard of.

When you return to the States, you're confronted with many different emotions.

One is what you feel when you encounter the many prejudices here, directed against
blacks, whites, Orientals and Hispanics. This hits you like a slap in the face, since [you]
are taught to live among the many different races.

Ignorance among our peers is also difficult to cope with. I can’t begin to count
how many times I've been asked the foolish question: "What was it like, having lions and
tigers running around in the yard?"

Being stereotyped is another thing that’s not easy to counteract. You'reautomati-
cally classified by the way you dress. For foreign service kids, this is a major setback.

Some of us have had to purchase clothes from the Sears catalog. And on returning to the
States, we're sometimes enrolled in school right away, which doesn’t give us enough
time to update our clothes.

Having to deal thus with the many rejections from people is enough to lower
your self-esteem. During thediscussion, we all came to the conclusion that you yourself
have to be self-confident. If you don’t believe in yourself now, you must put your all
into trying to do so, because this will help you later on in life when you're looking for
that all-important job.
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