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.,) The Seven and the Gulf
The surtunit rneetinA,in Venice is being

described as a disappou ►tment for the Unit•
ed States, which wanted a mure demonstra•
tive uidorsenunt or its Gulf poli cy. but
+rave aside that it was Imprudent for the
administration to publitxu its hopes in this
matter in advance. It was even iess prudent
not to anticipate that the allies would be
sobered by the stunninj aecra turn that
Amaian policy toward Iran and terrorism
had taken dunn the last few years. For the
allies now to ein^race Mr. Reagut•s policies
as thout)t he bad not raised the deepest
doubts about his credibility was new in
the catds. Bunyje, have a ont.

But what about the allia? Are they as
detacbed as depicted in some quarters? The
issue Is relevant to the effectivencsc of
Aatericrtn policy and to the support for it
likely to oome from tronj,ress. whicà tends
to New allied cooperation as the standard
by which it s)svuld a+easure out its oazt
support for the Reagan initiative. The evi-
denee available at Venice was not dseerin*.

But the evidence available in the Gulf is
differrnt. The United States is not alone
there, as the more alarmist exmgrescionel
sentiment auuetts.'IAe British and French
have a+ushipa there. The U.S. government,
to Iteep itsetf from looking isolated and
reu:tive, e%s&erates the extent of allied
cooperation. But some in ConyYCs, putting
a stntcsic Sloss on jittera, minimize it.

Besides, the Russians are now in the
Gulf. This cuts sevcral ways. The Soviet
Navy has made a historic 1eap into a region
from which it has been the Westarn etrate►
sic purpose for a csnt ury or more to ezdude
a Russian pre.ena. This kap aated an
absolute ssquirement for any would-be
great power to offset the new Soviet prac-
ence - not to be ardess, but to act. ln-
stinctivdy and intellectttally, the allies ua- •
derstood this law requirement; that is
why. ncrvous as they may be about Mr.
Resjan, they accept his "reflaLint" of
Kuwaiti thip:. Some m Conar^bave not
yet understood, and focus leu on the ratio•
nale than on the risks.

Not out of any love for America, but in
pursuit of its own interests, the Rrent)in, in
moviab iulleet into the Gulf. 4ninfordaj
;oa1s held by the West: free navi=atim
coatrunrncnt of Iran. n negotiated end to
the war. The administration Is uaaxur
tomed to finding iueU with evea so trsaty
and partial a convergence or intereets rith
Mosco+r u this. But the tactica) uses of this
convergence are there to be appl ied. It
makes the U.S. intervention mullisUy sat-
er, and =ives Russians and Atsxriaas ta-
eentive to at the other asooeed. The admin-
istration, which needs to build international
and domestic support for a sound policy.
would profit from asakinj the point.

- THE WASHINGTON POST.

Quiet Progress on Terror
A major move against international tcr

rorisnt lies buried deep In the sonorous
Venice decluatioa. The leaders of the sev-
en industrial pnwers pledged to impose
aviation sanctions when a country refuses.
to extradite or punish hijaekers. if the
leaders mean what they quietly promise,
commercial air flights to offeadiaj states
tAould oease Nitumediately "

That Is a lawful weapoa With a cutting
edj,e. Unslxat2tMS it helps atone for the
failate at Va;= to rsatfiv last year's call for

arats aain go statu supporting ter-
rtxium asltis=ton violuad that poticy with
Its arms sait to Iran, whicb must sx ptain
why Secretary of State George Sfiult:
drooses to shrug off the missing renewal.

Iran fla=rantly scorns civil aviation trca-
t1u adopted at The Hague and Montreal,
which cati for a total embargo of countries
shdteriag hijackers. Tehran has not atra•
dited or punished those who Ibacked a
Kuwaiti airliner to Iran, where two Mxri-

ans were killed in December 1994. Yet the
"me mullahs piously invoke international
law in protesting the attest in Britain of an
Iranian diplotmt dtarSed with shoplifft
High time to enforce international aviation
tesaties and suspend all fUShts by Europeaa
and Japanese carriers to Iraa.

The embargo weapon watts. At their
Bonn tnsetingin i97a. the seven also adopt-
ed a tou=h statatskttt oa aviatioa aaaetians.
They then pdvatdy thnutened tstlon^ .
ment unlau Ubya assed sheltuittj^adt.
erK. At least lot a evhile, Lib)a stop But
1"•.uropaas have been reluctant to put lucra-
tive air routes at rislc, and allied solidarity
vanisbed last year when the Rea;an admin-
istration pleaded for air sanctions just be.
fore i ts strike at Tripoli.

An air embuto is easy to impose. It is a
widely endorsed penalty that fits the aime.
The venice seven an now show that they
mean business by using it.

- THE NEW YORK T11Vbt.
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