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The Seven and the Gu]f

The summit mecting In Venice is being
described as a disappoiniment for the Unit.
od States, which wanted a more demonstra.
tive endorsement of its Gulf policy. But
wave aside that it was imprudent ?OX the
administration 10 publicize its hopes in this
matter in advance. It was even less prudent
0ot 1o anticipate that the allies would be
sobered by the stunnin’ secret tumn tRat
American policy toward Iran and terrorism
had taken during the last few years. Forthe
allies now to embrace Mr, Reagan’s policies
as though he had not raised the deepest
doubts about his credibility was never in
the cards. Bungles buve & cost.

But what about the allics? Are they as
dewched as depicted in some quarters? The
issuc is relevant to the effectivencss of
American policy and to the support for it
likely to come from Congress, which tends
to view allisd cooperation as the standard
by which it should measure out its own
support for the Reagan initiative, The evi-
dence available at Venice was not cheering.

Bui the evidence available in the Gulf is
different. The United States is not alone
there, a3 the more alarmixt congressions!
sentiment suggests. The British and French
have warships there. The U.S, government,
10 keep itsclf from looking isolated and
reactive, exaggerates the extent of allied
cooperation. But some in Congress, putting
8 nratcgic gloss on jitters, minimize il.

Quiet Progress on Terror

A mqi'or move against international ter-
toriam lics buried decp In the sonorous
Venice declaration. The leaders of the sev-
en indusirisl powers pledged to impose
avistion sanctions when a8 country refuses
to extradite or punish Rijackers. If the
leaders mean what they quietly promisc,
commercial air flights to offending states
should ocase “immedistely.”

That is a lawful weapen wilh a cuting
edge Unsheathing ft heips awme for the
failure st Venics 1o ransw last year’s call for

W arms sales (O siates suPpoOrLing ter-
rorism. Washington violsted that pdicyat‘llh :

its arms sales to Iran, which must explai
why Secretary of State George Shultz
¢hooses to shrug off the missing renewal.
Iran flagrantly scorns civil avistion trea-
ties adopted st The Hague and Montreal,
which call for a total embargo of countries
sheliering hijackers. Tehran has not extra-
dited o ished those who hijacked a
Kuwalti airliner 10 Iran, where two Ameri-

Besides, the Russians are now in the
Gulf. This cuts several ways. The Soviet
Navy has made a historic Jeap into » region
from which it has been the Westsrn strates
gicpurposefor a century or more 1o exclude
& Russian pressnce. This leap crested an
absolute requircment for any would-be
great power 10 offsel the new Soviet pras-
ence = pot (0 be carcless, but 1o act. In-
stinctively and inteliectually, the allies un. *
derstood this large requirement; that is
why, nervous as they may be about Mr,
Reagan, they accept his “ ing” of
Kuwaiti ships. Some is Cengrets bave not
yet undersiood, and focus Jess on the ratio-
nile than on the risks.

Not out of any Jove for America, but {a
pursuit of its own interests, the Kremlin, in
movinﬂlu fleet into the Gulf, is reinforcing
goals held by the West: froc navigstion,
coniinment of lran, & negotiated end to
the war. The administration Is unaccus-
tomed to finding itself with evea 30 scan
angd partial a onavergence of interests wi
Moscow as this. But the tactical uses of this
convergence are there 10 be ied. It
makes the U.S. intervention ally saf-
¢1, and gives Russians and Americans ia-
centive 10 see the other succeed. The admin-
istration, which needs to build intemational
and domestic support for a sound policy,
would profit from making the point.

— THE WASHINGTON POST.

cans were killed in December 1934. Yet the
same mullahs piously invoke intemnationat
law in protesting the arrest in Britain of an
Iranjan diplomat charged with shoplifung.
High time to enforce international aviation
treatics and suspand all flights by European
and Japanese carriers to Iran.

The embargo wespon works. At their
Boan meeting in 1578, the seven also adopt-
ed a tough statement on aviatioa sanctions.
They thes Eivmly threstened enforce- .
ment unless Libya ceased sheltering hijack-
erx. At least for a while, Libys stopped. But
Furopeans have beea reluctant o put lucra.
tive air routes at sisk, and allied solidarity
vanished Jast year when the Reagan admin-
isteation pleaded for air sanctions just be
fore its strike at Tripoli.

An gir embargo is easy toimpose. It isa
widely endorsed penalty that fits the crime.
The Yenice seven can oow show that they
mean business by using it.

o~ THE NEW YORK TIMES.




