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;nembers who showed an i ni;eres i: in forei grn affai rs in the caucus or asked

for a position on the committee were normall,y regarded as automati.c

membe r-s. Remaining vacanctes.were filled by whomever the whip decided

upon. ThOSe conscripts were expected to attend onl.y when required to do

so. At any given time about one thfrd. of the members have been keenly

i nteres`ted., one third somewhat interested in sélective i^sues'and the

remainder ver^ definitel}^ uni^ntaresi+ed: Over the ^,year5 there has.. ben

little interchange among these three groups though some would display

considerable interest on particular issues. Those who were active at

the beginning of their parliamentary career remained so throughau,t and

few joined their ranks along the way.

Some, who jained the committee in the expectatian that they

could affect policy, were soon disillusioned by the prospects. They

coul.d advi sé and monitor but very se 1 t€6m ftange pol icy . Most of the

active members give more impdrt,ance to the committee' s rol ea i-n el i ci ti ng

informationand providing a forum for promoting.a greater public

interest in international affai r.s. 28 It i.s for that reason that several

active members are often more content to place their viewpoints on the

record than to ask questions. Similarly, no member seriously believes

'tlhat through the committee's work a I^and1e can be kept on departmental

spending, yet they a11 acknowledge that to remove even the perfunctory

exami n ati on of the estimates f rom the coriüWttee wouldlesseri the

•Gov2rnm2nt's atcountability to parliament..29

In the ioid s2vehties thé çommittee.acqu.âred a new functign.

Opposition members who. di 51 i ked the sl owness- wi th . WYti ch they rece i ved

answers to their questions on the order.paper resorted to the committee

to get tMi^i r answers. Be.gi nni ng with No Conseruati v4^ member5 in 1975 a

number of Others now routinely use the committee -as a meant of

pr25eMti n.g l i sts of questions to the mi ni ster or hi so.ffi ci al s in

expeeta.t.i on, of aspeedy writtan reply. Before the commi t; ee they cou i d

hold the minister aç^ountable and obtain more thoughtful and detailed

re!)*1 1 es. In aeneral,. they. have been soti5fi2d with the replies that


