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accompanied by a steady improvement in the lot of ail peoples would
be an unstable achievement of the United Nations. At the, moment,
however, the unhappy position in which the Free World finds îtself
is that its long-term objective of social and economic progress must
inevitably be subordinated to a considerable extent to the short-term.
objective of defending itself against the threat to the conditions of
peace and security without which social progress is impossible.

Although the importance of economic and social development
must not be under-estimated, the major issue during 1950 for the
United Nations was the North Korean aggression and the con-
sequences of that aggression, particularly as they affected the prin-
ciple of collective security.

During the period since the United Nations was founded, the
Security Council had had more success than is generally recognized
in dealing with outbreaks of hostilities. In Palestine, Indonesia, and
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