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fr*lend1ineàà. iRôbert Louis Stev ensdn Writés.
"My dear IIet*ietta," to his tousin; "My dear
Calvin," to one o-f bis déareàt Èiiendà; but, «Dear
*Mr. Archer " to an unknown correspoqdent. The
American use is different. A modern text-book on
composition seys:

Contraicfltoly as it ntIay stem, fashion iii Anierica bas
*teermined %bàt to wrt "Dear Mr. Stevenson" indicates
a greater degree of intimaty thaft IlMy dear Mr. Steven-
igon." One i1iay r vite «"My ditar Mr. Stevenson" to a
comparative stranger; flot to "Dear Mr. Stevenson."

IlIn America," here mieans " in the United
States." I do iot know that Canadians have set
up any fashion of their own in this matter, but the
un(lerlying p rinciple of the English distinction
seemis to me more sensible, consisting, as it does, in
the idea of appropriation expressedIby tbe Ilmy."y

A commoh mistake of unpractised letter-wrters
il that of beginning a letter with excuses for writ-'
inà'at ail, and closing it with apologies for leaving
off. IlI thought I would write to you," IlHaving
a short time to spare, I take my pen in hand," etc,"

II cgnnot think of anything more to say," or I
miust stop, as the mail will soon close," or Il Dinner
is ready." Somne of tbese statements are uncom-
plimentary, ànd ahl are unnecessary; but young
people sometimes find it hard to write a letter witb-
out using tbelm, or ther equivalents. If the letter
ir consider'ed as a means of giving pleasure bt the
receiver, and not as an irksorne task to be accom-
plished with as little trouble as possible, such un-
gracious expressions will not occur to the writer.

Some people seemn to think that the use of the
pronoun III " is't0 be avoided, and so mnake awkward,
jerky sentences witlaout any subjects, as: IlWent to
the Exhibition on Tuesday. Saw several people I
kiew. .Got ciaught in the rain." Do flot write, any
more than you would talk, exclusively about your-
self; but remember tbat your friend, if she cares
to bear fromn you at ail, wants to know about your
<!oings and thoughts, and 'the mere omission of the

pronoun will not make your letter any less egotistic.
Cornparatively few people attend to paragraphing

a letter properly. It is very important in a busi-
ness letter, and convenient in a friendly letter, to
]lave différent topics treated in different paragraphs,
so that if the reader wants to refer to what bas been
sai.on any particular subject, be need not read the
letter all through to find it.

The complinientary close is a stumbling-block to
many. .Sometimes we find a close like this:

"Hoping to see you soon,
Believe me,

Yours sincerely."

he word Ilhoing "' àgfflà withi t'he «' 1," which
'shouid form tbe subject of the sentence. A correct
expression would be:

"Hoping to see you soon,
I remain,"

Another error is that of beginning a note in one
person and chaneing it in another, as:

"Will Mrs. S Mith be kind enough to send Mary
home at five o'clock and oblige

Yours truly."

These are serious mistakes in grammar, but even
teacbers maice them.

The close sbould be in keep-ng with the saluta-
tion, whether it ýbe fornial, respectful, frie.ndly. or
affectionate. Il"Yours truly " should be cobnfined'to
business letters; it is too curt for friendiy corre-
spondence. C1ioýce among other forms is a matter
of degree of in1ýimaçy and personal taste. I see
that the writer iýi Harper's Baz~ar considers "Cordi-
ally yours " le#.s person'al than IlSincerelyr yours,"P

wbile I have al 4s thought that the firit expres-
sion: filled a plaee between 'Sincerely yours " and
"Affectionately yours,"

Care should be taken tçlfold a not. or letter and
place it inii he envelope 'in' such a way that when
taleen out and urnfolded it will at once be in posit-ort
to be read. Laçtly, the address should be accurate,
and full. It is almost incredib!e how many letters,
go to the Dead Letter Office because of. incorrect,
incomplete, or iýlegible addresses, or, harder still to
believe, no addresses at ahl. I bave bearà that semlt
people think it ia compliment to receive a letter
With an address that omits street and number, -in-
plyingy ihat they are too well known 'to need,- a
Getailed direction, but such a tribute to vanîty .may
well* be 1neglected in consideration for mig clerks
and potmen.

Keep a little box, with a suit n the cover, on your
desk. Give to cacb pupil some small slips of paper,
on wbich they are to write every incorrect expres-
sion heard at recess, on tbe playground, or wberi
they are flot at school, if you wish to break up bad
habits as quickly' as possible. The slips are to be
dropped into tue box, some time during the day.
The language'lessons are heard, in this case, late
ir. the school daày. At that1 time the-box is opened,
the slips read byr the teacher, and corrected by the
class.-:-Normal Jnstructo7.

ALWAYS place on the black board each morning a
choice quotation to be neemorized.
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