
THE VARSITY

I le Iiapji ly sa\vui Ille l n, but passeil into the 110115e.
wluci 1 w',eIIt i 1 wvas soiloewliat priepa ied for' iiii, lie-

(alise "'iY ifltuitin sccnîced to whisper iii iîiy car tliat, hc
was ]ooking for' nie. Ile eviden!Iy tbouight 1 hadl beeii iii
flic filds, foî'gcttiîîg that ever silice Adam ate the apple
boys pî'cfqereaon on al siîîmiieî' day to toit. 'So.
grectiîîg nie wairiiify, lie said: ', Well , Donald, il'Ii og] ai
file sec ve 1îav'o lia' foigýot tenl hoc toc woi'k. Yc'l eed

îIIIIc(kle l)ralil as well as briii flic ineenistry, and th.
faîrni offers a gratin' post-graduatc course for a classical
illtan.5

I fe t iifldcI no iii>]igalîoîî fIo disabiise lus i nd, as ex-
]ilana~tions arc Il liwiys <ilns, so lie continued: "I Jbac
jiist leen i tlnkîîîg about; ye, Donald; ye '11 be goitîg iip
lac tlic Seminary in flic fali. aîîd yeý ken it's a ]aw o' ou
kirk tlîat cai stîîdeiît pro'eh a tria] sermon before cntcr-

mg li- ology. o I 've jîîI t droppîît in tac inforin y(iui to
lie prcparcd ftc ])rcaehli t the ncxt meeting o' Pi'csby-
tery."I

1i alwaýys felt lîaslî fîil iît filc lresence of tlic old Doctor.
but ait tiiot înincit I feit, ai coiibination of sensations
thaï; wouIld bewîlder thli c st exncrt psychologist. Sci-
enc liad 1 bld nie that the world is fi> corne to an end by
a proeess of refrigeratioui, hut Iit thiat, moment I imagined
1 could sec if-, finîish iîî a mnuch cs sientifle manner.

'lhle ride within nue suggcsted a tirade against the injiîs-
fiee of Preisbytcrivnrimppery, whielî to nîy mmid contrat-
diefed the fund amnental. principles of Profcstantism, but
no-I stood thiere as siieecbless as tîoîugh I had never
learned a language.

rrhere was a sort of ips.yhie suggestion, however, wluIic l
gave me to understanid that to eomply was inevifable. I
had not beemi bronghit iii) ini Scotch lhontec withont icaliz-
ing the hopelcssness of argumient. 'l'lie Doctor was kind-
ly, but stern, yes. stubborn. for was ever al Scotolimani
born wifhouf havingr woven into the ('liriolis but admir-
able comp3exity of bis inature a large amouint of ''sheer
obsfinaey"? (I think it lias added notf a littie tc the
glorv of Scottish hisfory.)

But to prcach my firsf sermon in thaf old výillage
church! Preposterons! I tlionight. and bsli2î1 been asked
my philosophy of life kit thaï; moment T would have
answered likely, ''A war of indeperidence."

",But, Doctor,'' I venfîîred, mcekly enough, "d1 îcs tile
ehureli expeet me te preki a sermon before enter'ng the
Seminary? Is that not pintfing flic cart before the
horse?"'

''Aye, my lad,' lie replied. '<but we're stuppo3çcd to
ken hoo ye stauin' in the doctrines o' flhc kirk. Tfle(re's
sace mueh hercsy abroad tiiese days that we bac fi talc'
every precauioin. Besides, ye'r g-iid auld fafli w lias
taught ye theology front your vera, infancy. and ve need
na' fep.r, we'l ne be vera severe in oor crccficism."

Tlîat was final, and I kiiew if. But lie hall given me a
bard task! Refle ion, indeed. made if secm appaling.
To preacli my. first sermon in fluat old church where! as a
boy I b.ad eat en crackers, and wvhere old and yoni woulrl
be filled with curiosit.y, was no sinecure. Besides, my
familiarity with Seripture eomfortin2ly suggested the
words, "A prophet bas no honor in his ewn eountry."I

I went juto dinner, but behold!1 no arnetife. TIad I
been in love if could not have dicappeared more mysteri-
ously. There are great crises ini one's if e when barley

ýsoup is just ats palatable as a disb of oysters-týiruible
mioments, tiiose! Life lhad ýsudcienly absorbed itt ifs
content an feiemift of terrible seriousness.

After dinner I was ont under by old tree again. 'l'lie
selection of a subjeet was a problem, tee. MY mini wus

Crowdtld îvîtlh îl-ou(iigtoiicius, for < îliriuîg, iii*y fast
yýen r 'ii AiLs 1 liai 1ît iiiy uye oun. flic tlelgia voru

al lit t]e. 1 liai beeuî oie il tf esl cd also l Iigbe Cuit j-
cisil111 a sipfi oi cinîg iiiiiîd dfljoys tIî-ý rîilliec, o f
wIlilir Ie in tlfîîlogy' a s l <î ill love. Would i Ili ('ii('1

ai ri If a lit (iiseiiuse oil thfe t>eitateluell, anîd show tllose
iicople I fiat 1Mi ses hlad I iff tic b cf with it? Wolîld 1 play
lîlvot' wifll f radif li bv fcl]iîîg Olics levers cf tlie Psalliii,s

tliat D)avid never eveli simw flîcîî. or would 1 brin!, n poli
the stag(,e c f til i I îlcllisforv t '.o stalîvart, brilli anf.

statsiîaiilk stilialus t

Self-pieservation1 is Ille fii'st Idil or l ife, uIl i lihad sItf-
lient, silbfît ty a tut Iolificail genmnts fi> a viid allythlîig ili

tic wiIy of thleuiliugîca vaga t.y i aIglardkirk. A iii-
bition wivî feasiiîg nie; 1 waîîtce fo inount upon cacle's

xings and( lct flic iliiSOj>Iisticaftcil villagers. ical ize fllat
tlîcy lîad iiuil('<)hlciiiiisIY gîveil a Lcfius fo flic wcr]d.

Duiîg li nexf few weeks I (arieci niy brcad lv flic
tlîe swcaf of bl>i fiioiv anti f)rain. Ideas wcre forcigui.
If if is tîlie that, eliaracter is bilii upon sfrugglc, I rnust
]lave lîee ui itte il respecctable Ilif]c sainit by flic ciid of
those weecks. Af 1lsf IIiv> CIii)i ivas finislicd, and as I
î'cuîu it iver 1 ivas uîtît ulfiigetfier tusliained oif if. lPerhlaps
a tIhing cati scoî'ely lie ilf-iliuiî \vlin if: cosfs oune lî'i s lf e-
bloied, and wliat.iciv ('tit fie emiiiirl'c( fi tha t ivhich cones
te a mîari w'hicî lic lias been productive, creaîfive?

If was a fî'yitîg lime, dîuriîg wvliili i learned tl-It sus-
p)ense liad a liiîî'aîiîîg cf îlicl, NVebsfcr neveu ducaîned.

\V]eî'evor I Weîill i rAf cirscions of iublie itltercAf. 1klw
avkxvai'î oule gets xvlieii ficiuig fcuiile cuabotit iii flic cru-
Cible of village gossip! If is said ( l'il net diiscviv ec
1101103, bliaf lie liuiy.i iii ]eaee ) 1li11; il. woV(iii basutai
ed ijieridiaf liaipîîîiess wlii evely eye is uii lier, boit al

manif loves to pi'owl abuilit iiieougîiIoî. 'llThr<' sccîîied tc bk,
nmure joints tliuii i c(illd mlalage puopei'ly, and I liait
gî'eait tlifficilty iii watlkinils lS liigli i weri' ani (iguluizeti
wholc. ]3lit flic w'oist WVis yct f' coicl.

.And if cailie! If nuis a day t( ii.ii littie (xcitciui'ut iii
flic village churcli. There was aîil atîniosphere oif subdIieul
iliiel-est and1( cluriesify as flic veccle fuled 51(Wlyý to ilin
scafs. 'l'lie stif t iess nuis fliiuust pkiialyzing ; it 'ai siig-
grestive of thligs cuifasfuuipliic; flîcue Wila5 il stralge,

psy'cfie îîr phîcy cf flic final] jidgiîuenf. l'Il nieyer fou--
get thiut. fiist seiiuioi. If wVis anu r ioni f remînnueccice.
Tihue pasf n'as eii"jitlL Ul) xith i,îîcloiîîfortable vividîîess.
and before nie flaslued ail n'Y ~r of commission (.1 boîy
lias vcîy fe\v sils iti cuui"ssioui ki îiwiî to Cvery 'lue 11
taf Chulli(l. if ive nid bc aIteuiliti uîg flc iînPoýsibA le o

give a (descritp ti tif îîîv fccliîil-' als I faed fliaf coungrte-
gaftioi. If flicir fliougîts wece fui] fuwîig îîy sermon-iu
whîcb 1 (1tiiuf)t lii i er ui pîcferillîlatiulg ail fuvei ca i-
tien, midIlgiI)g ail1 sorfs cf îîliagiliat iîîîs andi ardu îifly

coIîutiîig- liCilo i'. If is wn'iidei'fui lui' oim o liii igs oule
calîu tluiîik icf at <ice, espccially if fbcy aire disagîccahiel
ftinigs.

In flic '(ilirse o iiie 1lisiitc J wias 'Sayîiig fliaf i very
,liait slioîld look iiot uni bis on'n Iliings, but oitfi tluî g
ouf ofliers, wlicui IuIY cxc lit ii flic face ci olii Eider
'îlThmpscii Theren'as a sîîîîle lpou if, but if iva- lia nI
sînile, sueh as rarely plays leo flic face tcf a frierîd. 1
tried to sec synipaîhy ini if., but nî'Y eyes noie huusi. anîî
w'eul(l îot flatter nie. î-le wvas t1iiikiîig of flhc foof-u'aces

thliugli tus oieuad itli ic ili t'fie ]cad auli iuIIselïý foi-
fuiviui' a *iud scondîiu. Ahlluy aI ehase liai i giveul .biui,

anid 1 r'ciieiiuieî' Iliaft uuuce lie uts' f a îua' fnt f luive
ever silic'e swaielicut for iii flic poots in vainî. 1\1y favirife
niaxim durnîg f hese escapades T1 rcîîîcmber ivas, "if is
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