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.T»he £ast of the Ca'esa'rs.
ILEthe terni -Caesar'' was often apl)lie(l înercly t(> the Juliani une of

W~~ Emevbs wich properly should end wvith Ne-ro, yet it caine t( be ilIsc(
as a titie for any Romnan emuperor sul)sequCnt to the first illustrions bearcr of the
naine. Sncb words as,-

"Fallen, fallen, fallcn, fallcu,
IFallen cvery Caesar's pI)nrlle (onie.-

seemi alw'ays to be associated with a sudden collapse of a iniighty nation, Imund-
recis of vears ago. But the last of the Caesars is nearc-r to, ns than that ; especially
when onie stands uipon the battcred walls in the valley of the Lycuis at Constan-
tinople, which lie so vainly (lefen(lc(, and of w bich every stone is made sacrc(l
by bis blood.

In 285 A.D., the Romnan Empire \vas (livile(l by Diocletian, wbo, made M-ax-
im-ian the Atugusttus at Rome, while lie Iimiiself ruled at Nicomiedia. uultil, tire(l
of the cares of office, in 304 A.D., "lie laidl aside the royal purple,' an(l at the
saine tiie: compelle(l bis colleagne at Ronme to (Io so also, and retired into a
suburban 1life at Salcna iii Dalmnatia. This division gave risc to constant struggle
between these tw'o parts of the Empirc and considerabiy w eakened Roilie s ini-
portance, an(i transferred it to tbe eastern province. J ut in 323 A.D. Constan-
tine, vanquislîing Licinius, made himiself master of a tlnite(l Roman worl(l. Bult
the state of the Emipire at this timie made Romne a rather unlsilitable place for the
capital and with the eye of a statesmian and general, Constantine saw that Byzan-
tiumn woul(l not alone give bîni a central position in the empire, but also, because
of its peculiar situation, easy and rapi(l access to the East and West while the
wealth of the easterrn lyrovimîces would a(l( greatly to bis resouirces. In a iarvel-
lously short time lie succeeded in establishingi himiself in the fairest of ail eastern
cities aiid for some time it bore the naine of Nea Romna, in evidence of bis am-
bition and success. B-ut to the people, the mian was greater than bis work and
gradutally New Rome became the "city of Constantine," i.e., Constantinople.

The semni-political conversion of Constantinë to Christianity liad a greaýt in-
fluence in blis reconstruction of the empire, and miuchi of the worship and iii-
stittutions of the new religion pervaded the policy of the statesmian. After bis
death the city was kept in turmoil for mlany years by -the Huins and Goths who
overran the country f rom the nortb-west, but who wTere subsequently reconciled
and incorporated in the already heterogeneons empire by Theodosius. The final


