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BARELIocK;-ORt, THI SLAND OP0FIARLS. By Henry Nash.
London: Edward Arnold.

The naine sounds like Rider I{aggard at bis wildest.
Tho adventuros of Allen Quatermain, bowever, pale before
those of the marvellous boys, Jack Gordon and bis friend.
It is, indeed, a book o! adventures; wrecks, fi ghts, sbarks,
savages ah) fit througb one's brain as one reads it. Mr.
Balantyne is a discourser upon probabilities compared to
Mr. llenry NaHb. Another phase o! the story is the
enormous amount of wbat Mr. Spencer calîs Ilintellectual
muscle " that is stowed away in the bero's brain ; in
regard to physical science, at least, lie is a walking encyclo.
piedia. The fair Koorata br-ings in the lement of love,
wbile the magnificent Naliganzi is lionized in English
society just like the Hon. Mr. Cody, a Chinese ambassadjor
or any other person o! ordinary or extraordinary mnent.
Lu short, it is a book for boys to dream on by day as weli
as by niglit.

WATC'II Ho!1 WATCIH ON Lrits's DsEEP SEA. By Eliza-
beth A. Little. New York: Dodd, Mead and Com-
pany ; Toronto : Williamsou and Conmpany.

This is a cbarming volume, containing many beautiful
illustrations, recailing sea scenes, incidents and objccts of
ses life.

A weary weed, tnssed to and fi-o,
I)reurily drencheîlin the ocean brine,

Soaring high and sinking low,
Laslied aiong withotit will of mne.

t is the sea. that Miss Little sings of, the deep ses which
the Grcck ioved : now-wine-dark pirple, now-hnary,
white, now-barren and desolate, again Ilwith innumerable
laugliter." 1t, has appealed to poets o! ail limes and o!
ail nations, and yet its tales are ever fresh and beautiful Y
the sea, that knows neither age nor youthi. It is one o!
the most appropriately as weil as beauti!uily ilustrated
works o! its kind that we have seen, aud its happy comn-
bination o! the talent, skili ami tas4to of artist and poetes
makes it a very pieasing volume indeed, one that would not
fail to 1>e warnily weiconied and lieartily apprecisted by a
fortunate recipient at this festive season.

A PÂît 0F OîtioxNAiýs. A Story. By E. Ward. Price
$1.25. New York : Macmillan and Company ; To-
ronto :Wmliamnson. 1891.

This is a very pretty story of two littie boys o! seven
and five years old respectively. It eîinds us, in some
measure, o! Lit tIe Lord Fauntleroy ; air hough ratber to
the advantage o! the latter. Th)e littie boys-had lest their
mother, and were rallier uuhîappy witb a nuînber o! hlai-
sisters, daugliters o! their father's firni wife ; so, at the
instigation o! a haif-broîber, they set ofl' for tbe bouse o!
their grsndmiotber, an eccentric anîd deightful old lady.
This part o! the story is extremely weli nanaged, cleverly
and natursliy ; and thsimn is a love episode, which the
reader anticipates, but wbich is baudied with such skili that
it doca not mar the impression o! a child's book. Many
o! the incidents arc effective and the narrative geueralIy
is good. We have only two qualifyingy reinanks to offer.
We think that these two infant prodigies indulgo in a
great desi more slang than chiidren of their tender years
and o! their surroundings are likely to have picked up;
and we aiso think that they are made, in somte resrects,
improbabiy and incrcdibly precocious. But it is a very
pretty story.

ROerANs DISSEcrED. A new criticai Analysis o! the
Episîle to tbe Romans. By E. D. Mcliealsham.
Pnice 75 cents. New York : A. L. F. Randolpb and
Company. 1891.

This is a very ciever pamphlet and a very seasonabie
one. The author conceals his naine under a designation
whicb corresponds weil with tbe purport o! bis volume.

t is a burlesque upon the modern critical metbods o! dis-
secting ancient writings, more especiaily tbose o! the Oid
and New Testaments. By a series o! subjective tests those
sdvocates o! tbe igber criticismn profems to be able to
assigu different portions o! tbe saine book to different
authors sud soinetirnes to diffenent periods. The author
of the esssy before us applies these pincîpies to tbe Epistie
to the Romans, demonstrsting, as lie avers, quite as satis-
!sclorily the composite cbaracter o! that great Letter. We
eutirely agree witb the writer o! the prefatory note that the
author bas produced a powerful argument against the Higbcr
Criticism as appiied to the Pentateucli. t eminds us a
good deal o! Archbishop Wbately's IlHistoric Doubts
respecting Napoleon Bonaparte," or Mr. Henry Roger's
,iMyth o! the two Newmans," represenlatives o! the Ro-
manizing and Rationaliziug tendeucies o! the day. The
arguments employed are the doctrinal, the inguistic
and the histonicai.

TIrE RIGHTs oF WOMFN AND TUF SExIJAL RELATioNs. An
address 10 an unknown lady reader, by Kani Heinzen
(translaled byMrs. Emma ficiier Scbumm). Boston:
B. R. Tucker. 1891.

O! tbis little book one can only ssy cta qu'un à son got.
There may ho some wbo will admire il sud agree 10 its
propositions and conclusions. But certainly there are
others, snd we think and hope many others, wlio certainly
will not. However, we wiii ieave oun readers 10 take aides
themseives by judging !rom a !ew quotations.

IlWe must not restrict the liberty o! marriage by
tedious formalities and impeding conditions."

IlThe liberty wbicb prevails in th-, contractiug o! mtr-
niage mest ais o prevail in the dissolution o! marriage."

"'To sanctify a marniage, or to attempt to fetter it by
means of a contract, is to thorougliy misconceive its
nature."

IlWhat lias been said above o! marriage and divorce
will be a plain hint 10 tbinking women as to the import-
ance o! liberation !rom the bonds o! religions belief."

"lNo sensible woman ougbt any longer to consent to tbe
self-degradation o! permitting the desecnatîng hand o! a
pricat to 1 biess' ber love. Shame ! These pestilent pro-
pagators o! ignorance and disgust! "

Perliaps these are enougli to reveai tbe scope sud pur-
port o! tbe book. We ueed make no comment.

WHAT's BREn IN TEE BONE. By Grant Allen. Boston:
Beni. R. Tucker.

Wbether Mn. Grant Allen sets bigli store on it or not
tbe fact cannot reasonably ha dispuled that lie is one o!
the Canadians wbo bas acbieved distinction in the Enghisb
world o! literature. It is not only in one department that
lie bas rade bis mark. His scicntific acquirements are
well known, sud bis versatility is fuliy recognized. As a
novel writcr, tbrougb the strugghing crowd hoe bas elbowed
bis way to tbe front rank. This, bis latest work in fiction,
has already commanded an extended circulation ; its meils
are sufficient to secure for il the interested attention o!
average readers, but it lias the additional advautage o!
baving oblained the approval o! the competent experts wbo
awardcd it the pize for wbicb its author competed. A
London publication offered a prizeofo $5,000 for the best
novel, sud Il What's Bred in tbe Boue " carried il off.
There is muchi ansd movemient Ibrougliont, sud the
interest is easily maintained ; a duil chapter \iil not be
fouind in the book. t is essentiaily an Englith story sud
deais witb average English human nature. T[he hero sud
beroine meel in a rail way train, aud go tbrough a variety o!
vicissitudes, affordiug ample opportunities for the author
to delineate character, and indulge bis gif t.o! miid sarcasîn.
The end secs a bat mouious blending. The couîting days
lerminate liappily, sud the two admirable personages dis-
appear from view as tbey arc about 10 enter on the man-
ried state, thus ending as orîhodox noveis usuaily (Io.
Tlie style is cear, condensed and terse, anti no propcrly
constituted reader o! fiction will regret the tinue devoted
10 the penusal o! Grant Allen's latest novel.

EssAYs ON ENGLISE LITERATUREi. By Edînond Seherer.
Transhated by George Saintsbury. New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons; Toronto : Wilii'îm Briggs.
1891. Price $1.50.

Edmond Scberer lias long becu known 10 Englisb readers
by naine, chiefly, perbaps, tlirougb îthe influence of Mat-
thew Arnold-perliaps also by means of the fact that ho
was the introducen 10 the public o! the.Io?,rjial Intimre o!
Aiiiiel. Since Ibis is the final timne any o! bis essaya bave
been Engliised, sud since the transistor is no ess a per-
sonage Iban Mr. Saintsbury-wiîb utitle doubt tbe best
resd Englishman living in the reahmns o! Frenchi literature-
the book deserves exceptional notice. It is needhosa 10 say,
too, that il deserves exceptions 1 praise. Edwîond Scberer
ranks, o! course, amongst the world's greateat citics, sud
bis translator's praises need no singin'g. Cilicism o! sucli
a citic is difficuit if nul sîîperluous, aud indeed Mn.
Saintsbury bas supplied ail that is necessssy in an admir-
able introduction. Carlyle-ohaters no doubt wiih finfi
nany grounds for attack, for Mn. Sclierer certaiuly was
very severe upon, not to 55y that lie wbohly inisjudged, one
witb wbom perhaps lie could neyer realhy sympathize.
Worsbippers o! George Eliot, on the other baud, will be
more Ilian satisfied. The other great names toucbed upon
in Ihese essasys are Shakespeare, Taine, Milton, John
Stuart Mill, Lawrence Sterne, sud Wordsworth,. To give
any accounit o! Mr. Sclierer's bandiing o! these in a single
paragrapli is out o! the question. Ahi we can say is, no
serious readen or critic o! Engliish iterature could afford 10
leave tliem unresd, whihe the reading o! thîem is one o! the
most stimulating exercises sncb reader or citic couid
undertake. The book is embeliished witb an admirable
portrait.

ZADIG AND OTHEIt TALES. By Voltaire. A new trans-
lation, by R. B. Bosweli. Pnice 3s. 6d. London :
Geo. Bell sud Sons ; Toonto : sîl bookacilers. 1891.

Wlietlier il is stiil worth whie to read Voltaire,
except as a plienomenon in history aud in iterature, is s
question for discussion. But however we may decide the
question, it is desirable thal lie should be read in the Ian-
guage in wbich lie spoke aud wrote. Stihi tbere will
ahways lie a good many pensons wlio wili wisli 10 know
somelhing o! Voitaire's wriiugs witbout lisving the
trouble o! reading them in Frenchi. Voltaire, if not
exactly a great man, aud perliaps we miglit say that lie
wss a great Frencliman, wss certainly a prodigiousiy
clever man, aud lielped 10 make bis age, a facI whicb ren-
dors him a subject o! bistonical study. If, then, any pen-
sons wisli for a traùàslatiou o! Voltaire's stonies, tbey will
find a collection o! the best o! lbemn in the present volume,
sud they are very welI tnsnslaled. There are a good many
quite short atonies bere ; but there are Iliree o! some
lengîli : Il Zadig," whicb is put ou the tille page, "lCan-
dide," whicli is the most cliaractenistic, the longeaI sud
the best known, sud I"The Cbild o! Nature." We con-
fes hat we greatly prefer Il Zadig," as being the pies.
santest o! ahl. t is an easseru tale, sud the suthor bas

caught a good deal of the Oriental spirit of the supposed
writer. We suppose that "Candide" would be chosen
by most as more distinctly representative of its author.
Mr. Morley, for example, lias printed it in bis Universal
Library in the saine volume with Johnson's IlResselar."
We must confess that to ourselves it is an offensive and
disgusting story. It is truc enougb that Leibnitz was
rather provoking witb bis "l best of ail possible worlds,"
but that docs not excuse a story wbicb is flot only pes-
simistic, but wbicb seems to flout tbe moral order of the
world.

MNop THE BIBLE : Gideon and tbe Judges. By 11ev.
J. M. Lang, D.D. ERA AND NEHIEM)IAH. By Canon
Geo. Rawlinson, F.R.G.S. Price $1 each. New
York: Randolpli and Company; Toronto: Upper
Canada Tract Society. 1891.

Tbese are two admirable volumes of a very excellent and
useful series to wbicb we bave drawn attention on previous
occasions. It is to be feared tbat a good many religious books
are used as substitutes for the Bible. We feel sure tbat
tbese volumes wiil ratber lead people to the Bible. And
books of tbis knd are necessary. The ordinary Bible
reader is lost in the perusal of the Oid Testament from
his want o! knowledge of geograpby, natural bistory, tbe
contemporaneous bistory of nations living on tbe bordera
of the territories of Israel, and sucb like matters. Hlere
be will ind almost aIl tbat be can ask for. Dr. Lang is
a well-known writer of abiiity, and places before us in a
vcry living manner the stirring period of wbicbh e writes,
the period of tbe Judges. Recognizing the ditllcuity of
bis task, ho bas sought for assistance from al quarters
open to bim, using the latest resuits of the Palestine Ex-
ploration Fund, on tbe one band, and tbe latest critical
investigations on the otber. Conservative, on tbe wbole,
Dr. Lang does not dling to estabiisbed opinions blindly,
and be bas given us here, on the wbole, very safe guid-
ance. Canon Rawlinson, as i8 well known, is a veteran
student and writer on the subject and period of hie present
volume. No man a 1ive, probably, knows more of the
oriental monarchies tban be does. Wc may sometimes
disagree with him, or not whoily approve of bis manner
of putting tbings ; but it will neyer bc quite sufe to
ignore the results of so conscentious a labourer in this
great field. 0f the manifold interest of the life and tinies
and work of Ezra and Nehemîab it is superfluous to speak.
We may, bowever, remind our readers that recent publica-
tions have added to that interest.

Trii PORTICAL WoRKs 0F THiomAs GRAY. Engli,4b and
Latin. Edited by John Bradsbaw, M.A., LL.D.
Aldine Edition. London and New York: George
Bell and Sons.

As3 long as Englisb literature lasts tbe naine of Thomas
Gray wiil be honoured and cherisbed. Altbough Gray
wrote with the exactness and finish of an accomplished
scbolar, and bis poetry bears ample evidence of tbe work-
mansbip o! a inaster o! the metrical art, yet his exquisite
rhythm conveys to tbe mind, as the voice o! a ricb-toned
bell to the ear, sublime and patbetic impressions, whicb
are as deep and lasting as life itself. Canadians need not
wonder that their bero, Wolfe, on that fateful day wben
for the last time he was rowed on the St. Lawrence towarda
the Heighits of Abraham, could repeat the imimortal
IlElegy," and say that he would ratber bc the author of it
than take Quebec. How truc tbose words of bim.

The boast of Heraldry, the pomp of Powver,
And ail that Beautv, ail that Wealth e'er gave,

Await alike th' inevitable hour:
The paths of glory lead but t> the grave.

Shall the time ever corne when, in some far-off land, away
from home and friends, after a long and lonely walk,
seeking rest from the troubled world by communion witb
nature, some pensive Englishman shaîl as lie returns see
tbe distant city spires dimly tbrougb the fading twilight,
and as the evening breeze cools his !evered brow, forget to
repeat these imperisbable stanzas from the "Ode" to
"Etoni College "

Ye distant spires, ye antique towers,
That crown the wat'ry glade,

Where grateful Science stili adores
Her Henrys hoiy shade;

And ye, that froni the stately brow
Of Windsnr's heiglits the expanse below

0f grove, of lawn, of mead survey,
Whose turf, whose shade, whose flowers among
Wanders the hoary Thames aiong

His silver-winding way.

Ah happy his, ah pieasing shade,
Ah fields beioved in vain,

Where once my careless childhood strayed,
A strauger yet to pain!

1 teel the gaies that f romn ye biow,
A momentary biiss bestow,

As waving fresh their gladsonie wing
My weary soui they seem to soothe,
And redolent of joy and youth,

To breathe a second spring.

It is the delicate fancy, the pro!ound knowledge of the
yearnings o! the human heart, of the pride and pathos o!
life, and the exquîsite melody with which he bas voiced it,
that renders Gray's work imperishable, and imparts to il
the spell o! a song, or strain of music, that, heard again in
later life, revives the sweet recollections of childhood.

We know of no more compact, complete and satis!ac-
tory edition of Gray within the samne compass. The
beautiful profile portrait, the scholarly introduction, life,
notes and bibliography by Dr. Bradshaw, and the excel-
lence of the publishers' work make this volume indispensa-
ble to every lover of good literature.


