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g;a:‘l’:il > -the map .by the negotiators, as they probably did, stopped short
deta'ls ?Omt' This wmap which was to govern, in the settlement of the
' 118, 18 unfortunately lost and Ontario is at a disadvantage.
"igh'f: : COI].JP any was _guilty of laches by which it probably forfeited the
the que Cgulr?d under its charter, but forfeiture was never enforced ; a.nd
itg zler s t101.1 1s ‘.Vh?thez.* any authentic official act ever took p]ace. by which
va.lidii;rl ofr tal limits, in tlfe direction of Canada, were curtalled.. The
by Grey toB a g.rant of territory such as this has sometimes been disputed
the H:;l l:ltam herself, when another nation was the grantor. When
into the son’s Bay charter was granted, no British subject had I?een fartl.ler
the riy. coun};ry than the west coast of Hudson’s Bay, into which en.lptled
the couri claimed by Gre:at Britain in their entire lengthy togeth('ar with all
validit 1 ;‘y t.hrOUgh which they ran. But it isrtoo late to dispute the
fa'f-‘ility'o this grant. In those days European Sovereigns showed great
the H)l’]dln g,r anting what they did not possess. Forty-three years before
o at ion S Ba..y charter was framed, the French King had gone 'thr.ough
At oty ° .gl‘antmg the same territory, as far north as the Arc'tw cn*clf:.
Oﬂicerser times, the same King purported to extend the aut;h'orlty of his
good thas far .nort,h as the land extended. But the French did not maliie
not forese claims by actual possession. The -Hudson’s Bay C?mpany (?ld
chartey 3y cer,ltf“y take actual possession of the lands acquired })y its
rivy ’Crem*’jmlng,most of the time sedentary on the ?oast.; but if the
compap ouncil should rely altogether on the territorial rights of the
Ontar; Y conveyed by that instrument, it need not be concealed that
0 will practically be cut off on the north of the Height of Land.
abofr ;ulld this be the decision of the Privy Council, Ontario would lose
arbitrataf the depth of the territory given to her by the. award of‘the
orong, Ots north of Lake Superior, and instead of extending north tf'om
of theo da..s far as James’ Bay, she would be cut off at less than two-thirds
and g}, llstam:e. The greatest depth of the loss would be about th‘ree
]&nta: £ 'degrees from the mouth of Albany River, southwarfi t:o Fort
'stancbume' One branch of the Albany Rivex: extends within the
i mogt, ¢ of o degree of Michipicoton, on Lake Su;.)erlor. Quebec would be
moyth a: great a loser. At Eastmain, which 18 farther south than the
oundg, > .the Albany, which river the arbitz:a.tors mad.e part of Fhe
rom thr Y line of Ontario, Quebec would be curtal!ed of territory extendm‘g
how 4, 369% to the 78th meridian. At Temiscaming, where the French are
imit 0; lvel.y colonizing, they would have nearly reached the northern
and g th?n‘ p.rov'mce, The southern water-shed, north of Lf,a,kes Hurog
ames’u %enor is short ; the northern wates-shed of Eudsons Ba.yf -ar;)
and ), a‘y‘.Parts of same sea under different nam.es——xs long. Abl}tx}l; e
is reac}(:se Rivers, whose waters join over forty miles bef.ore James a);
ongity ded’ spread with their branches over seven or eight degrees ©
eand three degrees of latitude. The value of much of the terri-
ln;.ys izl:lat wou.ld be lost would probably be small. F.ather'La.ver}ochere, :
Teg hary priest, describes the banks of Albany River, for a distance 0
undred miles from the mouth, as a quaking bog (terroir ¢remblant
resin’:arécag eux), and says it grows pothing but alders and wretched little
U8 shrubsg,
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the Federal Government appears to rely

on the construction of the Quebec Act, passed in 1774. That Act
8 the western boundary as a line drawn northerly,” from the
°mpa: ,0 f the Ohio with the Mississippi River, to the H‘:ldson: ]139)"’
Which ys ter‘ritory . The difficulty arises on the word ¢ nort e;‘l );),
Wegt “_nder different circumstances may mean north by easft, or n.ort. y
» With almost infinite variations. If there were nothing to indicate
should deviate to the east or the west,
The Federal Government
trict and narrow

western boundary,

i afv:ulll(;le to be drawn « northerly ”
Utendg fha.Ve to take a due north course. ' .
nstructior & due north line. Ontario, rejecting this 8 narte
the on, seeks aids from the events of the time V\.Ihlch have & ea.h' ﬁ

ere re?r?blen], The British Government, in public documents whic
&fterwa,(.gllred to pass under the eye of the law officers of” the Cx(';:;l;l,
“ along t: qualified the indeterminate word northward,: by a L ﬁ
Tuestiop l'e east.em banks of the Mississippi to its source. In 1 grow

ightg lke_} this, where so much is at stake, it seems reasona.b.le to orr'
°F this kind to 2id in the construction of a word which, standing
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ws that the Privy
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;1 ;: capable of giving rise to the greatest co
Ouncj] B{_‘;the al?ove was going to press arrived the ne e g
upl’le]dOUgh it had decided that the award was not legal yb in o :,
ten ¢}, the decision of the arbitrators with regard to the houn ang
Ndencie © Provinces, All those who knew the general temper e
e s of the Privy Council anticipated that such substantlall).f WO
Yesult, and that the Dominion would not be thrown back into the

*nd contusion from which the judgment has happily setcus free.
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TATIO

N FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF SCIENCE.

THE BRITISH ASSO0

THE meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science,
which will take place in the City of Montreal next month, apart from the
intrinsic interest attaching to so famous an institution, is particularly
noteworthy from the fact of its being the first time this Association has
ever met outside the British Isles. The Dominion of Canada consequently
has special reason to congratulate herself upon what cannot be otherwise
regarded than as a mark of distinguished favour. Then again, this forth-
coming meeting presents another importaut aspect, inasmuch as from the
proximity both in point of time and distance of the meeting of the American
Association, it will be possible to realize in some degree the project so long
discussed of an international scientific conference, as many members will
be able to attend the meeting in Philadelphia as well as that in Mantreal.

For the origin of this association we have to go back more than half a
century, to a period in the history of England when the pursuit of scien-
tific knowledge was almost wholly disregarded, and anything like original

.investigation confined to a few individuals who, animated solely by devo-

tion to science, toiled away with little recognition from the State or the
general public. Since the death of Newton, science had remained for a
century in a stagnant condition, Proud of the noblest literature of the
world, England was disposed to look with something like contempt at the
reports of the progress of mere physical science on the continent. Proud
of her success in the arts, in commerce, and in war,-—proud especially of
her practical character,—England disdained to receive hints from other
nations where science was more fostered. The practical man was essen-
tially in the ascendant at this period. Content with the conclusions
drawn from his own shrewd observation, and with the result of his own
gkill, the practical man distrusts or disbelieves all that he cannot under-
gtand. If he be a soldier, he has a contempt for a great arithmetician
who has never ‘set a squadron in the field”; if a farmer, he ha§ no faith
in new-fangled notions, but tills his land as his father did; if he be a
mechanic, he combines with his fellows to destroy the machinery which
gcience has introduced to diminish his labour; and in all crafts he knows
right well, that *“an ounce of practice is better than a pound of theory.”
Of precisely such ways of thinking were the men who had the management
of affairs in England half a century ago, and it scemed as if there was no
awakening them to the fact that England could keep pace in commerce
and manufactures with other nations only by her sons of industry becoming
humble disciples of science. ‘ :
This disregard for the study of science, which at tirst passed compara-
tively unnoticed, at length began to excite attention. Whilst England
was so apathetic, great activity in the promotion of art and science
characterized many of the continental states, and warning voices soon were
raised by men who were entitled to be heard, proclaiming that unless
England bestirred herself she would be left behind in the race of nations.
Sir Humphrey Davy lamented the decadence of science in a land which
had produced Bacon, Boyle, Cavendish, and Newton. Sir John Herschel
said, “In England, whole branches of continental discovery are unstudied,
and indeed almost unknown by name. It is in vain to conceal the
melancholy truth that we are fast dropping behind.” Sir David Brewster
pointed out, with pathetic earnestness, that science was unrecognized and
uncared for in high places, and contrasted the action of foreign potentates
in relation to the patronage of science with that adopted in English courts.
Galileo, if he were 'persecuted by the Church, was fostered by Cosmo,
Grand Duke of Tuscany, and honoured by Pope Urban of Rome. Tycho
Brahe was enriched by Ferdinand of Denmark. Kepler received a liberal
pension from the Emperor Rudolph. Descartes enjoyed princely bounty
from Louis XIIL Roemer, Huygens, Hevelius, Leibnitz, Euler, Lagrange,
Volta, and other eminent men were cited as receiving place, pension, and
honours from continental govereigns, whilst in England, the name of
Newton stood alone as associated with emolument or recognition from the
Government. While France was showering pensions and decorations on
her savants, sums amounting to £100,000 being annually voted for ‘the aid
of science, art, and literature, Sir David Brewster could sadly say: “There
is not at this moment, within the British Isles, a single philosopher, -
however eminent have been his services, who bears the lowest title that is
given to the lowest benefactor of the nation, or to the humblest servant of
the Crown, There is not a single philosopher who enjoys a pension, or an
allowance, or a sinecure, capable of supporting himself or his family in the
humblest circumstances. There is not a single philosopher who enjoys the
r of his sovereign or the friendship of his ministers.” Such was the

of science in England in 1830.
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