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drawni on the map by the negotiators, as they probably did, stopped short
cf thi8 point. This nap which was te govern, in tlie settlement of the

details, is unfortunately lest and Ontario is at a disadvantage.
Thc company was guilty cf ladies by whicli it probably forfeited the

riglits acquired under its charter, but ferfeiture was neyer enforced ; and

tIe qluestion is wietier any authentic official act ever teck place by whicli

it8 territorial limits, in the direction cf Canada, wure curtailed. Tlie

Validity cf a grant cf territcry such as this lias sometimes been disputed
by Oreat Britain herself, wlien anether nation wvas the grantor. Wlin

tI' audson's Bay charter was granted, no British subject had been fartlier

ilto the country than the west ccast cf Hudson's Bay, into whicl. emptied

the river5 claimed by Great Britain in their entire lengtlh together with all

the Country tirougli whicli they ran. But it is toc late te dispute the

validitY cf this grant. lit those days European Scvereigns sliowed geat

faiiYin granting whiat tliey did net possess. Forty-tlîree years before
tIe ilU1dson's Bay eDcharter was framed, the Frenchi King liad gene througli

the net cf granting the saine territery, as far nortli as the Arctic circle.

At other tintes, the saine King purported to extend the authcrity cf lis

Othcers as far nortli as the land extended. But the French did net make

good tîese dlaims by actual possession. The .Hudson's Bay. Company did

n0t for a century take actual possession cf the lands acquired by its

Charter, renîiaining mcst cf the time sedentary on the Coast; but if tlie

?rivy C1Ouncil sliouîd rely altogether on the territorial riglits cf the

tOipany conveyed by tînt instrument, it need net lie concealed that

Onitario will practically bu eut off on the north cf the ileiglit cf Land.

8Iculdl this be the decision cf thc Privy Council, Onitarie would lose

1a1bOUt hlf the depth cf the territcry given te lier by tlie award cf tlie

arbitrators norti cf Lake Superior, andl instead cf extending north front

Toronto as far as James' Bay, slie would bc eut off at less than two-thirds

0f the distance. The greatest depth cf the loss would bu about three

%nd a-Inîf degrees front the mouti cf Albany River, soutliward te Fort

Alantaguniie. One brandli cf tie Albany River extends within the

distance Of a degree cf Mîichipicoton, on Lake Superior. Quebec would bu

alnost as great a loser. At Eastmiain, which is farther soutli than thme

raouth cf the Albaniy, which river tlie arbitrators made part cf tlfe

bOun'dary line cf Onltare uecwudbecraed cf territory extend.ing

fr lite 69tli te the 78t1 i nridian. At Temiscaming, wliere the Frenchi are

iiol activel colonizing, they would have nearîy rahdtic northern

"lnt O thirproinc. he outer waer-he, nrthofLakes Huron

ad Superior is short ; thc nortlierii water-slied cf Hudson's Bay and

jnilaCs' Bay-parts cf samne sea under different names-is long. Abitibbe

arl 1108eRivrswliose waters join over forty miles before James' Day
l8 reached) spread with their branches over seven or eight degrees cf

104tiide nnd threc degrees cf latitude. The value of mue1 cf tic terri-

try tint Weuld lie lest would probahly bu small. Father Laverîochere, a

Ulaillaory Priest, describes thc baniks cf Albany River, for a distance cf

tiree hundred m'iles frein the moutb, as n quaking bog (terroir tremblant

&l niarécageux), and says it grews nothing but alders and wretclied littie

eesinous Shubs.

e i or the Western bundary, the Federal Gverninent appears te rely

Inlre'y on1 thc construction ef the Quebe Act, passed in 1774. That Act

(le8cribes tic western boundary as a hune drawn ",ncrtierly," from the

cu"'o f tic Ohio with tic Mississippi River, te, the Hudsen's 13Ly

COinpaniys territery. The difficulty arises on the word Il nertherly,"

Wchunder diffèrent circumstances may mean north by east, or north by

"est, With almest infinite variations. If there were nothing te indicate

t'Iat a ln te bu drawn Ilnortherly " should deviate te the east or the west,

it Wou1 have to take a due norti course. The Federal Government

enrtend8 for a due north line. Ontario, rejecting this strict and narreW

COis1tructiOný seeks nids frein the events cf the time which have a bearing

Otic PrObleni Thc British Government, in public documents wiich

were required te pass under the eye cf the law efficers cf the Crown,

rWt',.ds qunlitied tic indeterminate werd 96 northward," by adding

a10c19 tic enstern baniks cf tic Mississippi te its source.' In a gireat

luesti0 n like this, where se muci is at stake, it seeis reasonable te borrow

ciht f this kind te aid in thc construction cf a word wîaidli standing

1lri, scapable cf giving risc te the greatest contention.

ju't as tIc above was gcing te press nrrived the news that the Privy

bad ~ bcg i a decided tint the award wns neîealbidfg

be IlPheld the decision cf thc arbitrators with regard te the bound8.ry

"t""'en the Provinces. Ail those who knew thc general temper and

te'idnces f hePrivy Council anticipated tînt suicl substantialîy would
bthe resuît, and tînt the Dominion would net bie thrown back into the

slifanconfusion frein whidli thc judgment lias happily set Cus Lfree.
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THE BRITISHI ASS!OIATIONV FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
0F SCIENCE.

THiE meeting of the Britishi Association for the Advancemient of Science,

which will take place in the City cf Montreal next month, apart from the

intrinsic interest attaching to sn famous an institution, is particularly

noteworthy from the fact of its being the first time this Association has

ever met outside the British Isies. The Domninion of Canada ccnsequently

has special reason 'to cong'ratulecte herseif uponl what cannot be otherwise

regarded than as a mark of distinguishied favour. The.n again, this forth-

coming mneeting presents another important aspect, inasmnuch as front the

proximity both in point of timke and distance of the mneeting of the American

Association, it will be possible to realize in somne degree the project so long

discussed of an international scientitic conference, as many members will

be ahle to attend the meeting in Philadelphia as well as that in Mentreal.

For the origin of this association wve have to go back more than haîf a

century, to, a period in the history of England when the pursuit of scion-

tific knowledge was almost wholly disregarded, and anything like original

investigation confinied to a few individuals who, animated solely by devo-

tion to science, toiled away with littie recognition fromi the State, or the

general public. Since the death of Newton, science had remalned for a

century in a stagnant condition. Proud of the noblest literature of the

world, England was disposed to look wîtli somnething like contempt at the

reports of the progress of meru physical science on the continent. Proud

of lier success in the arts, in commerce, and in war,-proud. especially of

lier practical character,-Enigland disdained to receive hints front other

nations where science was m~ore fostered. The practical man was essen-

tially in the ascendant at this period. Content withi the conclusions

drawn front lis own shrewd observation, and with the result of lis own

skill, the practical mnan distrusts or disbelieves ail that he canmot under-

stand. If hie lie a soldier, lie has a contexnpt for a great arithmtietician

who lias neyer "lset a squadron in the field"; if a farmner, lie ha§ no faith

in new.fanglcd notions, but tilîs his land as his father did ; if he bc a

niechanic, lie combines with his fellows to destroy the inachinery which.

science lias introduced to dininish Iis4 labour; and iii aIl erafts Iîw knows

riglit wel], that "an ounce of practice is botter than a pound of theory."'

0f preci8ely sucli ways of tlhinking, were the inen who hiad the iniatiagenent

of affairs in England hiaîf a cenitury ago, andi it soeined as if there was no

awakening theni to the fact tliat Englanci could keep pacu ini commerce

and manufactures with other nations oidly by lier sons of industry becoining

humble disciples of science.

This disregard for the study of science, which at flrst passed compara-

tively unnoticed, at length beg-an to, excite attention. Whilst England

was s0 apathetie, great activity in tlie promotion of art and science

characterized niany of the continental states, and warning voices soon were

raised by mnun who were entitled to, bu heard, proclaiming that unlcss

England bestirred herseif she would be loft behind in the race of nations.

Sir Humphrey Davy laxncnted the decadence of science in a land whidhi

liad produced Bacoit, Boyle, Cavendish, and Newton. Sir Johni Herschel

said, UIn England, wliole branches of continental discovery are unstudied,

and indeed alînost unknown by naine. lIt is in vain to conceal the

melancholy trutli that we are fast dropping behind." Sir David Brewster

pointed out, witli pathetic earnestness, that science was utnrecogmzed and

uncared for in higli places, and contrasted tlie action of foreîgn potuntates

in relation to the patronage of science with that adopted in Englisît courts.

Galileo, if lie were persectited by the Churcli, was fostered by Cosillo,

Grand Duke of Tuscany, and honoured by Pope lJrban cf Rome. Tycho

Bralie was enriclied by Ferdinand of Denmark. Kepler receiyeA a liberal

pension from tie Empuror Rudoîpli. Descartes enjoyed princely bounty

from Louis XIII. Roumer, Huygens, Hevelius, Leibnitz, Euler, Lagrange,

Volta, and otlier eminunt men were cited as receiving place, pension, and

lionours frein continental sovereigns, whilst in England, the naine cf

Newton stood alone as associated witli emolumient or recognition from the

Government, Whilc France was showering pensions and decorations on

lier savanlts, suins amouflting te £ 100,000 being annunlly voted for tlie aid

cf science, art, and literature, Sir David Brewster could sadly say: "lThere

is not at this moment, within tlie Britisli Isles, a single philosopher,

liowever eminent lave heen bis services, wlio bears the lowest title that is

given te the lowest benefactor of the nation, or te tlie humblest servant cf

the Crown, There is net a single philosopher wlio enjoys a pension, or an

allcwance, or a sinecure, capable cf supporting himself or lis fnmily in the

liumblest circuinstances. Tliere is net a single philosopher wlio enjoys the

faveur cf lis sovereign or the friendship cf lis ministers." Sucli was the

position cf science in England in 1830.

Language se earnest, and coming front such à source, could net fail cf
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