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T HE answers given by Chancellor Boyd and Mr. JusticeTRobertson ta the questions submitted by the Ministor

of Education, concerning the conhtruction ta ho piaced

upon certain amondments ta the Separato Scboois Act,

wili ho useful as a guide ta assessors and others cbarged

witb the administration of tbe law. These answers make

clear the power of the Courts o! Revision ta detormine

comnplainte3 and correct mistakes in cases in which namnes

are aile-ed ta bave been piaced ini the wrong column of

the assessment rolis for the purpose of the school tax, or

wrongful]y omitted from the sanie. Tliey also show that

the assessor is net bounid ta accept the statement of, or

ruade on bebaîf of, any ratepayer, under section 120 (2) of

tbe Public Schools Act, if he isiiiiforued,or ascertainh before

completing bis raIl, that such ratepayer is flot a Roman

Oatholîc, or bas net given the notice requirod, or is for

any reason net entitlAd ta exemption fromn the Public

School rates. Vie answers o! the learnod judgee aiea

establisb tbe fact that the wrorîgful asseassment for anc or

mare years of anc who inet a Roman Catholic, or wbo,

bing a Roman Catboiic, bas nat given the requisite notice,

doos flot estop him froin claiming in any !ollowing ycar that

ho sihould flot ho paced as a Separate Scbool supporter for

that year. These are, as above intimated, points in regard

ta wbicb it is well ta have a cLearly defined and authorita-

tive dtecision. At the idame timte, they are, severally, points

in regard to wbich it does not seeam possible that there

could have been inuch serions doubt in any mind net

undor the influence o! partisari bia8. Witb regard ta the

one matter whicb, as we have repeatedly pointed ont, is

of real importance, the objection urged against the amend-

ment ta the Separate Schooi Act is eustained by the deci-

ion of the j udges. Tho question and ans wer in regard ta

jthis mattor read as follow's

Is or is nat a ratepayer, who bas net, by himseof or bis
agent, givon notice in accordance with the last foregoing
section (section 40 o! the Separate Scboois Act), entitied
ta exemption from the paymcnt of rates imposod for the
support o! Public Schools or for other Public School pur-

poses, as in that section mentioned '

Answer-If the assessar is satisfied witb the prima
facie evidence o! the statement made by or on behal! of
any ratepayer that his a Roman Catbaiic, and thereupon

u (seeking and hearing fia further information> places buch
persan upon the assassiment rail as a Separate Scbool sup-
porter, this ratepayer, tbough hoi may flot by himseif or
agent givo notice in writing, pur,3uant to section 40 o! tbe
Separate Schools Act, may be entitled ta exemption from
the paymient of rates for Public School purposes-be being

1' in *eo case empposed a8ssssed as a supporter o! Roman
ýCatbo1îc Separate Scbools.

From this it is clear that, aithougb the fact o! a ratepayer

being suppascd by the assossar, or stated by some anc else,

to ho a Roman C.atholic is oniy prima Iacie evidence for

such assessor o! kis being entitied ta exemption, and is

subjeot ta correction by the amssesr at any time previaus

ta tke completion o! bis ol, yet it may have the ofect o!

socuring to the perian Se entered in the Separate School

r column exemption fromi taxation for the support o! Public

Schools, witbout lýs baving givon tbe notice required by

the Publie SchoollLct, ami declared by it ta ho necossary

in evemy case. If we arc correct in tbus understandîng the

decigion, it follows that the amen<lmont in question ta the

Separate Scboois Act really cantravenes in effect the inten-

tion o! the Public Scbools Act, and sbould bis rcpoaled or

amended accodingiy. t is truc that the assosisor may, by

the use o! sufficient diligence, ordinirily prevent this ro-

suit. But it does net appear that ho is under any special

obligation ta use such diligence. He may, and in mont

cases probably will, content bimsielf with leaving the naine

in the column in whicbholi may have in theo irat instance

piacod it. In any case, it suroly should flot ho lo!t ta the

assessor ta determine, as ho virtually doos in the case sup-

posed, unless proteet is entered, wbetber a given Roman

Oatholic, or supposed Roman Catbolic, shall ho rated as a

Public or as a Soparato School supporter. That sbouid,

evidontly, hoe decided by other officiais on the receipt o!

the legal notice, or on eatisfactory evidence that sucb

notice bas beaun given in a proviaus year. A deciaratory

or amending ciaeie is surely needed, and should ho passed

witbout dlay. The principle involved, viz., that ail rate-

payers shall ho assumed ta bc Public Scbool supporters, in

the absence o! the legal notice ta the contrary, is of too

much importance ta ho lightiy set aside. I

(ANADA is natumaily mucb more anxious ta ho legaily

Srid o! the little army of United States Ilboodirs " of

variaus grades, wbo have sougbt asyluma within ber borders,

than ta roclaim ber own who bave fied for refuge ta the

great Ropublic. The Weldon Extradition Act would bave

served the former purpose admirably, ýand the Dominion

could very well bave afforded ta lot ber neigbbour do as
she pieased about reciprocatiug. For these reasons we

regret that tbat Act was not permittod to go into opera-

tion. It really seems much tbe simplor, and for augbt wo

can sce, the botter method of dealing wîth the matter.

Wby sbouid not each country make its owu laws to limait

the right of asylum in its domains-in other words, to

detertaine wbat classes of f ugitives it will1, and wbat classes

it will not, surrender to a foreign state 1 If one neighbbur
should adopt sucb a law and carry out its provisions im-

partially, the other would ho protty sure to follow suit. If
it did not, it would certainly get the worst of the bargain,

since it would bave to domicile its neighbour's criminals

wbile reclaiming its own. To talk, as is sometimes dono,

about the unfairness of this and that proposed provision

of an Extradition troaty, as favouring one country more

than the other, seeins almost puerile. The right ta retain
the embezzlers, violators of trust, and other disbonest

classes of fugitives irom a neighbouring nation, is one of

so doubtf ul a character that a people desirous of preserving

high moral standards might very well afford ta forego it,

even witbout an equivaient. The political refugees, wbose

dlaim of asyium it is the main abject of extradition treatios

to secure, are the very persons wbom no civilized people
would be in the least likely to surrender witbout a troaty.
Since, however, tbe Mother Country bas not smon fit to
ratify the Weldon Act, preforring ta rotain wbatever

advantage in negotiation Canada's peculiar situation in

respect to tbo United State8 gave ber, as a makeweight 'in

negotktini a treaty, ail will be pleased to learn tbat

there is every reason to hope for the early ratification of

the draft-treaty wbich bas been prepared by agents of the

Britisb and AmericanGovernments, and wbich baî recently
been sent ta tbe Sonate. It i8 satisfactory ta ieamn that

the scope of the proposed treaty includes al that class of
breaches of trust, and violations of the law8 of honesty and

bonour in business transactions, whose omiison from the

existing treaty bas iven rise to a state o! aff'aira which is

injurious and disgraceful ta bath countries.

0. UCH incidents as the recent declaration of war by the
k newspaper La Patrie against L'Electeur, and the

controverdios going an in several places botween Separate
Scbaol supporters and members of Saparate Scbool Boards,
on the one band, and certain of the Roman Catholic clergy on

the other, show that our Frencb-Canadian Catbolic fellow-

citizens are not the solid phalanx, in their aggressive atti-

tude, wbicbbas been supposed. This is well. Undesirable

as are sncb dissensions in tbemsolves considered, there are

times wben they are decidedly helpful to the cause of

liberty and progress. Wore it true, as is often assorted,

and as was claimed in effect the other day in the news-

paper paragrapb whicb Mr. Meredith toa bastily assumed
ta b. inspired by a Roman Catboiic prolate, that the

Catbolie vote is Ilsoiid," and may be used at thei pleasure

of the ruling powers of that Church to turn the politîcal

balancre as bout suits its purposes, Canada might well

despair o! attaining equai rights and independent national
lite. Lappily, bowever, the position being taken hy La

Patrie, and other representatives of the Roman Catbolic

iaity, indicate the existence of a mental and moral inde-

pendence, the tendoncy af wbich wiIl ho ta grow and
spread, leadling those who exorcise it ta refnuse ta bo w their

necks in political mattors to the yoke o! Ultramontanisma.

The contests in certain of the Soparate Scbool Boards are

very significant. It is noteworthy that such prelates as

Arcbbishop Duhamel, evon wben disclaiming the attempt

ta exorcise arbitrary powers over tho jSeparate Scbool

Boards, do stili assert a large degree of authority, in virtue

of their ecclesiastical position. Such autbority would, if

admittted, go far to make the members o! those Boards more

puppots în the bands of the priests, and the scbools more

nurseries for tbe Cburch. Theso facts add ompbasi8 ta the

query vhId h bas been before put in these columns, whether

an kiriu- atid uid 8sir'lc deferenco is nat paid by the

Ontario Government ta the vie w.ï of the Cittholic clergy, as

distinct from tbe laity of that Church, in matters of school

legislation. We do not forget that Mr. Mowat bas dis-
tinctly denied tbat the objectionable amend monts ta the

Separate Scbool law were made at the suggestion of the

Catboiic clergy. Tbis denial wc are, of. course, bound ta

accopt witbout reservation. But wby is flot the eloction

of Separate School trustees confermed ta the law and cus-

tom wbicb bave n)ow become almost uniform in political

and municipal elections in Ontario? Isl there any suffi-

cient reas"~ for witbbolding the ballot from thostp Catbolic

lectors who are asking for it 'i Mr. Mowat asks if the

ballot sbould ho forced upon tbe Cathoiic eloctors. Few

Protestant observera can, we tbink, doubt that it would ho

acceptable to the great majority. But admit, for argu-
ment's sake, that only a minority of those specially inter-

ested bave declared themselves in favour of secret voting,

why should they flot have it ?i We suppose that it is

only the minority, in any case, who need such protection!

Why should flot the Catholic minority have itl To grant

it could flot possibiy interfere witb any legitimate right

of the majority, or of individtals, clerical or non-clerical.

What other roason can be conceived of, why the Ontario

Government should refuse to even a few Catholic rate-

payers the protection in %oting for Separate School Trus-

tees which is given to ail other classes of votera, than

that the wisbes of the prelates and clergy are paramount 1

Tj HE correspondence recently published berween Premier
1Mercier and ex-Premier Chapleau, of Q uebec, partakes

too largely of the personal element to recommend itseif as

a subject for independent comment. Upon the propriety

and good faitb of Mr. Mercier's act in publishing, without

the consent of the writer, a private letter, we prefer to

offer no opinion. The provocation, or rather temptation,

was undoubtedly great, though that in itself would be no

excuse if it were even ar extenuation of a breacb of

confidence. The net resuit of the correspondence, in sa far

as it revealed facts of public interest, will bave surprised

no one. It bas simpiy confirmed what was beforo well

understood, viz., that the question of the Jesuit's Estates

Act was the bête noir of Quebec politicians, and that both

premiers alike realized the necessity of getting it out of
the way. From a party point of view it is undoubtedly a

great advantage to Mr. Mercier ta have been able to show

that bis predecessor in office had virtually consented to pay

a somewbat larger prico for tbe settiement of the vexed

question than tbat witb wbich ho bimself effected the

compromise. Mr. Cbapleau's lettor is valuable to Mr.

Mercier's party as proving tbe pressure of political neiees-

sity. Possibly it convicts bis opponent also of inconsiat-

ency o insincerity not croditable ta the statesman tbough

ail too camman witb the politician. Beyond these points,

toucbing Mr. Mercier's good faith, Mr. Chapleau's political

integrity, and the incidentai proof of the politi-al exigency

existing in the Province by roason of the Jpsuits' Estates'

dlaim, we soe nothing of public value in the correspondence.
It certainly does flot settle any of the moral or consti-

tutional questions involved.

T1 FIE spectao lately to be seon in the streets of New

-York of squadrons of men armed witb axes, engaged

in cbopping down the poles on wbicb the electric ligbt

wires were suspended, and leaving the city in comparative

darkness, was a strange one. To an onlooker ignorant Of
the causes which led tu this unique crusade, the axemnef

miust have seemed like the advance guard of some bitherto

undiscovered race of Vandals, comtnencing to make war on

modern civilization. Eiectricity bas already won 80 many

triumphs along the line of its application to the supplY Of

buman neede and conveniences; its progresbas been s0

remarkable and its promise of future achievements is still

sa large, almust defying imagination to set bounds to it,

that we are unwilling to grant the possibility of its permaR-

nent failuro at any point. Fortunately there is no need to

predict its failure as an illuminating agent, able to cast ail

its predecessors literally and metapborically into the sbade,

tbougb for the present the danger to buman life carried in

its currents soems to overbalance the benefits conferred by

its efficiency as a source of ligbt in the darkness. The

two main questions just now involved in its succeSB as a

ligbting agent are those of scientific skill in perfecting

metbods and conscientiousness in the use of appliaflceg.

Into wh matters as the practicability of substituting

weak and safe currents for the powerful, deatb dealing

ones at present employed ; of uuning the wires under-

ground instead of overhead ; of securing perfect and

lasting insulation, etc., we nead flot enter. They may be

left for scientific experts witb every confidence that the

ends sought will be soan attained. In the meafitimo it isi

reassuring to learn, as wo do from the New York Nagin,

that the special causes of the bad erinence gained by the

New York wires as instruments of deatb are on the surface

and are sucb as may be easily remaved. The Nation Baya:

IlIt is altogether suitablo that a new sjystem of municipal

iigbting, created under the superintendence of a butcher,

a theatrical ticket agent, and a saucy young lawyer,

sbould be got rid of by cutting down the polos with an

axe and plunging tbe tawn in darkness." Want of sen-

tiflc knowledge and skil] in a matter in whicb both

knowledge and akili are of vital importance readily

accounts for the wbole failurc, The Nc*on feels sure, as


