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T WrIGHT.

WEAvE!' of drearns and wooer of tho stars,
Who foldost o'er the earth at close of day
Thy gauzy robe of ever-deepening grey
And drawest noiselessly the low-set bars
To leosen peace upon a world cf jars ;
Dusk herald of the nigbt! prepare the way
For that chaste queen ta whom ail maidens pray,
Lest Love beave an their souls its rnddy scars;
Thou, who hast left upon night's salemn braw
The kiss cf peace and lain on earth's sad face
This calm of sleep's imuneasurable grace,
'[he iast cf thy sweet labours finish naw;
While birds are hush'd and sleeping every fiower,
Lead forth pale Luna from ber prison-bower.

SAREPTA.

IVIA GARA REVTISITED.

U NTIL the other day 1 bad flot visited the Falls cf
Niagara since the Oatario Governrnent and the

Legislatnre cf the Province, in conjunctian witb the
Governor and the Legislature cf the State of New York,
bad taken in hand the proJect ta expropriate the lands an
eithor ide cf the groat Cataract, ta free them froua their
unsightly encumbrances and the nnlicensed trafflc whichl
moade it dangerous for the unwary traveller ta visit the
place, and ta reserve the regian, on bath sides, for the
purposes cf a National Park. Formorly, 1J bad been went
te visit Niagara at least once a ycar, as a duty one owed
ta ane's moral nature, in deepening the sense cf awe in
presencte cf a great natural xonder, and in stirnalating the
imagination by a study, fraîn varions points cf viow and
under the changing aspects cf the pa'ssing heurs cf a long
aummor's or a short winter's day, of the entrancing features
of the impressive spectacle. Of recent yoars, howcver, 1
had wearied, net cf the tinaje.ity anIdiînposing grandeur cf
the sigbt, but cf the incngruities of the surraundings,
which Offended at once the îîiîîd, the eye, and the pocket,
and left ane 'ith ani overpoworing sense of the folly and
infirmity of a mnan who, in setting out for this Mecca cf
the New World, would deliberate ly go Jericho-wise and
faîl avîang thioves. For these, .1 trust, appreciable reasens
1 had net been te Niagara for a number cf yoars. In the
rneanwhile the Ontario Governirent Cornmission, as I
found, had been at work, and had succeeded, te a most
grat îfying extent, in relea'dîîig the nei ghbourbaod cf the
Falls frein the vile ciutch cf -Mamîmon, in thrusting eut
the harpies froîn its iinaîeliate precincts, and in cenisecrat-
ing the Place aliew to the high parposes which the spectacle
iii fitted ta exercise. M

Before this laudable task was undertaken the devotee
at this groatest cf Nature's abrines could hardly havo
attnned bis mind to the harmonies cf' the place. The most
devout warshipper, even weî-e ho hiînself net the victim,
could scarcely fail te ho distracted by the volubilities,
within earshot; cf hirn, of the "4touters" te a dirne Museum,
Or by the altercation botWeen some îascally cabman and
bis fare, in the fleecing process ta whîch almost everyane
had thon te subrnit. Now, it is possible ta visit this great
wonder cf the warld unruffled in tomper and but little
lightened in pocket. Tbanks ta the Conîrissioners, it is
alsa possible ta view the wandraus scene with the fitting
accessories cf art, and in the stting which it redives fr)m
Nature, plus theo agrceable devices cf the landscape
gardener.

My present visît, in the pleasant company cf an
entbusiastic Old Country friend, was limited tab a view cf
the Falls f rom the Canadian ide. No co will hesitate ta
say that if the place is ta ho seen from oine ide only cf
the river, that ide shouid ho the Cariadian. Frorn that
ide you have the advantage cf seeiag bath Falls, directly

facing yau, and cf being able ta get a close inspection cf
the widor and grander Cataract, with the hest view of the
angry sweep cf the larger body cf water, as it races onward,
in a succession cf cascades and rapida, to take its final
leap into the spray-hidden canîdron cf the Horse-sbce Falls.
In saying this 1 amn at the same time net indifferent ta the
heauty, as well as the thrilling grandeur, cf the view fram
the New York State resrvation on the Amoerican ide
The view cf the rapids of the American Falls from
Prospect Park, and partîcnlarly from the bridge ac.cas ta
Goat Island, is excoptionally fine. Fine aise is the out-
loak froua seme points on Goat Island cf the I{orse-shoe
Fals ; while froua the -bridges that connoct the isianda
known as " The Three Sisters," the touriet will ho cbarrned
With the spectacle cf the breakers above the Canadian
Falle and irnpressed hy the valumne and headlong farce cf
the waters that shoot swiftly downwards under bis foot.

I ropeat, however, that by far the fineat and 'Most
camprehensive view is ta ho bad from the Canadian ide.
The Goverfiment reservation, known as Queen Victoria
Park, bas a water frontage, followi'mg the river's caurse,
OXceeding two miles in length, with a fine natural back-
ground, in the woodod bluff of the Niagara escarprnent,
nloing the wbole in a delightful setting-cf green. The

park extenda froua the corfortable bostelry cf 'j The Clif ton
Hanse," directly opposite the American Falls and close ta
the Suspension Bridge which gives accesa ta the United
States reservation, ta a point on the bank cf tbe main
brancb cf the river, beyond the upper line of breakers,
and a mile above the chute cf the Horse-shoe. Tbrangh
the park is a spaciaus carrnage drive, and a walk for
pedestrians close by the river's brink, with rustic arbours
and artistic seats along its course, and the pleasant adjunct
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cf shade trees, fountains, spring,3 cf rnnning water, par-
terres cf flowers, and a profnsion cf hlossoming plants.
The wbole park, which incîndes a large portian cf the
well-knewn and picturesque 1' Bus4h Estate," cavera an
area cf a hnndred and fifty acres, and not ta speak cf
the wondrous panorama which it encloses, is in itself a
delightful rescrt. A walk or drive through the reserva-
tien enables one ta see the Falls ta the best advan-
tage, fer every tnrn or angle ini the road presents sanie
new and nnrivaiied picture. At the "1{ambler's Rest "
yen are irnmediately in front of the Amnerican Falls and
have at yaur fpet the yawning chasmi whîcb the wild
waters bave through ,eons cf time hcliowed out in the bed
cf the river. ilere. nay ho seen the sturdy littie steamer,
the Maid of the iit ferrying ber live freigbt over the
treacherous ernerald waters, flecked with foam, or daringly
venturing, enveloped in clonds cf mist and spray, close te
the seething mass which bas just been precipitated over
the Horse-shoe. A littie further on is Il Inspiration
Paint," froua whicb another grand view May ho had cf the
river and cf both Falls, the Canadian one grawing grue.
SOînely upon the observcr's appalled senses as he approachea
Table Rock and stands peering down inte the vast abysa,
the rumbling thunder of the mighty faîl in bis cars. At
this paint the traveller will find bis gaze transfixed by the
sceneocf wild tunînît that ineets the view, the one restful
"pot upon wbich the cye can aligbt being the deep recesa
in the centre cf the Ilorse-shioe,, where the greatest iniasa
cf water appears ta precipitate itself and te take on a
dark gi-cen tint very grateful te the sense perceptions,
wearied by the disorder and overpowered by the distrac-
tions cf the scene.

But groat as is the spell that holds the observer rcated
te the spot, the wild uproar will bc faund more than ho
cares long, ta listen te, if the drenching spray have net
already driven hini froîi the place. There is a relief, tca,
in passing away froin 'lable Rock, until the bewiidered
mind can recover its equaniîîxity and the oye refresh itself
with a change cf scone, coocd by the breeze that SWeopS
(lown from the rapîds in the wider reaches cf the rive.r.
A short walk will bring the visiter ta the bridge and gato-
keeper's lcdge on Codai- Island, which lies quietly mncred
n a bond of tho stream, its luxurieus vegetation kept
icist and vivid by the constant spray froua tîe Falls.

Aftor traversing the island, the mainland is regained by
another bridge, anmd the visiter passes intc tîme fino. recrea-
tion grounds, with their exhilarating promenade in front cf
the White Ilorse Rapids. Ilere the walk wiil remind
the tonriat cf the sesaboro, the wild billows cf the
mmptuous flood, as they sweep over the snbmnerged dykes
and rocky ridges cf the channel, raaring hoarsely in the
ear. One seen even ta adent the brine cf the ocean in
the heavily-chargcd vapeurs that are wafted acroas the
angry waters. Wvhen "lTempest Peint" is reached, the
cascades rise ta their full heiglît and snblimity, and the
scene becomea one cf the wildest disom'der. The thunder
cf the mighty Falls is here bast on the eaî-, so deafening is
the noise from the dishevelled mass cf waters rushing
madly on te takre their grand and final plunge.

Beyand Sumach Island a swirl cf the great river circles
round wbat is called &-The Elbow," and encloses in its
embrace what Many wili jnstly esteom the chief attraction
cf the Ontario Governmemt reservatian, the cascade-dloyen
Dufferin Islands. These beautiful reorta, which are
named after Lord Duffern, the Governor-General who
was the firat ta smggest the idea cf a National Park at
the Falls, are reached by artistic suspension bridges threwn
acroas the river at variaus accessible points. The ilands
bave ail the aecluded beanty and fineiy-wooded character
that distîngnîsh Goat Island; and Art and the Commis
sioners have doue much te make them attractive. The
carriage drive is continued acroas the river-face of th,
isianda and on, by another suspension bridge, te an exten-
sion of the reservation in front cf the upper lineocf
broakers. The interior of the island is quite idyllic.
Rornantic walks ani patbways meander about in every
direction, wbile cunningly devised resting-places peer out
at you froua their sylvan concealifefit in numerous nooks
and corners cf these encbanted isiands. If your mood ho
placid and your fair companion consonts, " The Lovera'
Walk " will woo yon around "lThe Eibew," on the inner
face of the islands, whore the river seema to fail into a
drowsy sîuaber. The outer front of the islands will
attract those cnly who revol in the tempestuons. Here
the upper cascades tear madly past and the scene is sufli-
dient to aronse te frenzy the Most lethargic and unruflied
disposition. Only satire could cal a projecting prinan-
tory, beyond " The Cascade's Platform," " The Levers'
PRotreat." Retreat it conld ho only te the laver who was
suffering frorn unreqnited love, for the waters bore bail
with fury; and ne woîng couple, 1 imagine, wculd readily
corne within sight cf the place whose course cf lave " ran-
smacuh."

As a spectacle, it is needîcas te say, Niagara stili
draws. But whatover the reasn-whetber it ho that the
age, baving lost its, faith bas bast also its capacity for
wonder, or whether the public mind still treasures a mem-.
ory of the Falls as the resort cnly of blackmailers and
swindlers--visi tera te tbe great abrine are not on the
increase. Statiatica, I fear, would prove that et late years
there bas been a great falling off. Curiously enough, what
Canadian traffic there is mainly goos, it seents, te the
American aide. 0f an excursion train, nnrnbering sarne
thirty coaches, froua London aad Hamilten, the ather day,
I was teld tbat leas than haîf a coach full found their way
ta the Canada shore. Only national indifforence or
superior Amnerican Iltouting " can account for that. But
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where, may wonderingiy be asked, is Canadian patriotism i
Surely aur people do flot know the twa facts that ought
to ho widely known, first, that the Falls can unquestian-
ably be better seon from the Canadian side; and secondly,
that tbe place bas been swept dlean of the land sharks,
noisy showrnen, and importunate biotel Ilrunners " who
used to infest the place, and that Nature's worshipper rnay
here corne and go unmoleqted, with none to annoy him or
make hini afraid. If I were to use a fuirther argument,
supposing that ta be necessary, to bring our people to this
great sbrine of Nature, I should be inclinied ta adopt the
words of an early English authoress, in apeaking of the
tranquillizing effect of thc contemplation of Nature as
illustrated in a scene whichi had greatly impressed hier
imagination and lifted bier heart ta rapture. IlWhen I
look upon sucli a sight as this," sue exclaims, I feel as if
there could be neither wickedness nor sorrow in the world;
and there would ho less of buth if we caine oftoner into
contact witb Nature's msjesty and beauty, and were car-
ried more out of ourseives by contemplating the sublime ! "

Having seen the changes that, thank8 to CJol. (izowski,
Mr. J. W. Langmuir, and their fellow Conmmissioners,
have been effecrïed in the approaches ta and in the
immediate neighbourhood of the Falls, 1, am convinced
tbat a wider acquaintance, on the part of the Canadian
public, with the tact that these changes and improvements
have taken place, would bring thousands ta the spot whiere
dozens only came now, and that ail woiild ho tlelighted, as
1 have boon, with the increased attractions of the incom-
parable resort. If in the freer nir of the New World we
inay flot consider it the duty of Governinents ta be
paternal, or, in the public interest, to keep theatres and
opera-houses open at nominal charges for the amusement
of the people, we may at least commend the enlightenod
act of a Government thtat lias used the public funds for se
laudable a project as the purchase and maintenance of the
Queen Victoria Niagara Falls Park. [ii this beautiful
national reservation it is naw possible ta see and eîijoy one
of the greatest spectacles of the world without the draw-
backs whichi are the usual and ire provoking accempani-
ments of a,,"show-place." Once these drawbacks were a
profanation, as well as a grave social oit'ence; now that
they are gono, the most fastidious may draw niigh andi
worship, without introducing discord into the soul or
jarring the esthetic sense.

Grave must ho the mood and sober the thoughit of Iihn
wbo passes fromi the sceuie of this stupendous natural
wonder. Even in the ilnost devant-minded awe will givo
place ta speculation as ta the arigin aand age progress of
the mystery. What prirneval tîtuie, tle curiaus will be
inclincd ta ask, first saw the flood settle into a river
crevice, and was there huinan life ta look wonclringly
upon the scene 'i Iflife, what aboriginai tri bes, and wheiîce
came thoy, have fromn first ta last iived and died withiiî
sound of the mighty Cataraot?' Nor will the thetnes of the
problem hoe exhausted in the history of the past: the
future will dlaim ta put forth its awn interrogations. tIow
far in the ages ta corne, saine curions thought will shape
itself, will the retrocession of the Falls reach, ar will
the caming time, by saine catastrophic occurrence, or
tbraugh the slowly-working changes of climate, dry up the
immodiate source or the remote feeding-streauîîs of the
waters ? With such and similar questions did the writer
perplex bimseif and bis companian as bath thoughtfully
wended their way hatol-wards. Par into the niglît did
twa frienda discuss the sigbts of the day and argue the
pros and cons af the many and readily-suggestcd problorns.
The while, the moan had risen aver the mysteriaus, haif-
spectral scene ; and frami the subterranean conduits of the
mystic chasmn came the ceaseless Cyclopean rumble, ta tell
of mysteries unseen and bush a tired world ta sluinber.

G. MEtciEa ADAM.

LETTERS PROM JAPAN.

SAYONARA.

H HAD grown a great deal too fond of it, absurdly fond
J.of it, and suddenly I had ta go away, horribly far

away, and perbaps forever.. ....
he fascination that Japan had exercised ovor me was

the fascination of perfect naïveté, the fascination of a child,
a quaint, unconsciaus, bewitching,laughing creature, sinking
i ncornprebiensîble meladies, doîîîg incomprohiensible thinga,
and when the tirne came ta say "qgood-bye,'» alas ! it was like
saying Il goadbye " ta a child. Neithor Buddha, nor Tomi,
nor O Mitsu San,'nor even Tara San could understand in
the least what 1 felt at leaving them and their beautiful
country. I tried ta tell thorn, but tbey only laugbed and
drew in their breath and bowed. How could they under-
stand 1 How could they know ail the cbarma of thoir saft
ways, the deligbt of thoir fairy-land ? And yot their
swoet callausness was but a charmi the more 1 I parted witb,
thern as ane parts for tbe irst time with children at the
scbaol-rooa door, with a sort of vague fear, an ininite
regret. A new knowledge was coming ta them. They
were very ambitiaus and very blind. They would forge.
the aid knawledge, and the old knowledge them. The aid civi-
lization was s0 strangely beautiful. It was quite unique.
The warld had nover seen anything before liko it, and
would neyer see anything liko it again. A civilization al
naïve love, and naïve art, and naïve bravery. Was thore
no one who would save even s0 much as a Japanese bow,
a Japanese compliment, fromn the general revolution ?i

I bad told aid Tomi in the eariy morning tbat I would


