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One moment’s pause, as if those with-
out were listening for some answer, en-
Sued; and then the door literally leaped
ffom the hinge-side and the lock-side
simultaneously inward, and Paulus arm-
ed, stood on the threshold, with Thellus,
Cheerias and Longinus behind him, all
armed too, and having dreadful stains
Moist on their weapons. There was a
strong light in the room. One glance
Tevealed a history. Agatha put up both
!‘&nds to her eyes to hide the scene which
immediately followed; but the fearful
fascination of it overmastered her, and
she gazed on it spell-bound. Thus she
beh_eld the encounter between the si-
carius and her brother. They met,
Reither at the door nor where Lygdus
3d been standing expectant; the assas-
8in, now desperate, making s spring like
that of a wild beast, and bringing at the
same time the long knife he carried with
3 dowpward, searching and ravenous
blow, scientifically aimed at Paulus’s
bare throat above the breast bone.

The young tribune, as we have inti-
mated, had neither waited for nor in
any way evaded the assault, nor yed had
h‘? like the other, sprung in the air; but
With quiet, unfrowning brow, and his

tge eyes turned upon his enemy, he
Mmade one stride forward to meet the
Panther-like rush, caught in his lefs hand
the right arm of Lygdus, before the ex-
cellently intended blow was delivered,
and nearly wrenched it from the shoul-
der, causing him by the sheer pain of
tl_"’ grip to drop his knife, and flinging
himy tairly against the side wall, across
the whole width of the chamber.

There Lygdus lay, astonished and
8till; while Paulus ran forward and
knelt by his sister’s side, taking her fair
Young head in both hands, and kissing
her again and again. Thellus, follow-

“ing, and seeing on the couch a large

woollen mantle or wrapper, took it, and
Stooping down also by Agatba’s side,
with Paulus’s aid raised her gently,
folded the mantle round her, leaving un-
tovered only the face (now smiling, and
down which welcome tears were stream-

. ing), and took the young maiden in his

Arms ag if he had been her father, or
indeed, as a mother might carry her
child, ’ .
“Lead on,” said Paulus.
Upon which Thellus moved swiftly to
t?e door, Paulus following, and Che-
Tias and Longinus making way.
_In the corridor, Paulus called Chae-
Tas and some of the armed men to form
the advance along with himself, and
bade Longinus and the others march
behind Thellus, who, with his burden,
Was thus protected on every side. They
qQuickly emerged from the house; Thell-
us on the way explaining to Agatha,
who geemed as light as a baby in his
Mighty arms, that a female slave had
admitted them - (through’ downright
terror( into the house only after they
had get fire to a pitch-barrel in the
Porch; that they had experienced even
80me trouble in extinguishing the flames
and that she would see the smouldering
of burnt wood as they passed. He oc-
tupied her attention in this way to pre-

'

vent her from noticing the mortal traces i

of the late struggle.

As they passed through the garden
they were  silently encompassed by
group after group of armed men, till
they arrived through clumps of trees at
a postern in the enclosing wall.

“Whither are
Agatha, ‘

*“To your mother,” whispered Thellus

The young g.irl‘closed her eyes and
actually slept ifs the warlike man’s
&rms,

we going?” asked

Just as Chaerias was opening the pos-
tern the measured tramp of -soldiers

(and apparently in vast numbers too) |

was heard in the street outside, 4% well as
Words of command not to be mistaken,
given in cautious tones- by:the officers
t0 the men. Paulus looked uneasy.
Chagriax hastily closed the postern, an-
Rounging that the while street was lined
Wit Praetorians. (‘Let ua: hesten,”
said Thellug, 5o the: other side of the
garden.” Arriving there; they. found
®Xactly the same phenomenoh. . There
18 yet another door;’’ whispered one of
the_ gladiators,'“1eading‘t6ward the Es-
-Quiline and the; Prenestina ‘roa}d."’ They
hurried thither; but before they could

‘Teach it they becgme aware. thal the

“oldiers were now in the gatden itsdlf,
fmd that the whole place ‘was beleaguer-
,:d. Retracing ‘their’ {ootsteps in. ex-
‘reme anxiety toward ‘a thicket; ‘they
%aw torches in front of ,them,-a,nd‘vper-

.| net s to be remitted to you.

at this moment the horrible fact becam®
evident that in every part of the en-
closure, near the middle of which they
had taken refuge in a little shrubbery,
torches were flaring and troops swarm-
ing; and, that like a drag-net which is

being closed in, the soldiers, under some |,

intelligent and intended plan, were con-
verging on all sides toward the centre.
«Eheu! ehed! (alas! alas!) cried
young Paulus; our last hour has come!
Men, will you stand by me and this inno-
cent maiden?”’
«To the death,” they answered

“Who goes there?” called out some
one close at hand, in the tones of an
educated man.

Paulus stepped to the front: ‘“ Honest
people,” said he.

T Methinks, "'returned the same per-
son, “that I ought to know that voice.
Are you not Paulus the new tribune?”’

#Yes,” said he, “and who are you?”’

«1 am in search of you,” replied the
other; “but primarily in search of your
sister, the young daughter of the Aemi-
lians.” :

«What would you with us?” )

1 have the orders of Augustus Caesar
to deliver her into your hands.”

The astonishment of Paulus and of
those around him may be conceived.”

“She is already in my hands.” he
said after » moment’s bewilderment.
The other approached, surrounded by
soldiers who carried torches, and Paulus
saw that he had been parleying with no
less a personage than the dreaded Se-
jsnus himself. -

This personage, having satisfied him
self by a glance, first at the young tri-
bune, and then at the pale and lovely
face of Agatha (who had awoke only to
faint completely in Thellus’s arms),
smiled, and ‘remarked that he had
brought a palanquin for the damsel, and
that she was still welcome to it. Thellus
had very soon placed her tenderly there-
in; and ‘Bejanus, having issued: some
order, which ran in echoes from officer to
officer $ill it died along the distant
battalions, 1aid his hand lightly on the
shoulder of Paulus, who was moving
away, and said: 4] fhave still a com-
‘mission to perform young sir; this sig-
You seem
to bave gained favor in a very high
quarter indeed.” ,

Paulus had his mind too full of other
thoughts to pay more attention, either
to the object handed to him or to Se-
janus’s words, than just to say “Thank
you,” and to take the ring. Away then
moved in separate directions the two
processions; that of the soldiery to their
various quarters, and that which had
rescued and was guarding the young
maiden to the lodgings of the Lady
Aglais.

It 'was midnight when the mother,
who was waiting in indescribable sus-
pense the outcome of that evening’s
expedition clasped her daughter in her
arms. We will not try to describe that
interview; we leave it to be imagined.
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Strained Back and 8ide

MWhile working in s 88w mill” writes
C. E. Kenney, from Ottaws, “I strain-
ed my back and side 80 geverely I had
to go to bed. : Every moment caused
me torture; 1 tried different oils and
liniments, but wasn’t helped till I used
Nerviline. Even the first application

ave considerable relief. In three days

‘was again at work. ther men in
the mill used Nerviline with tremen-
dous benefit too.” An honest record of
nearly fifty years has established the
value of Polson’s Nerviline.
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