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a mani be changed ?-can lie be bettered ?-ca n hie be altered ? And ti
answer from every side is yes. Nature teaches that. Yoi can graft flic sweî
on to the bitter, and greatiy modify, if you do not aitogether ( hange It. Eve
the ightning ivili submit to haive iscourse changed by anil 011i rod. And me
believe that, and adopt their own methods for doing that w.oik aînong tiieni
seives. Let tre adopt anl old word, and say, thec worid o'. r men believe i
conversion-t ey teach it, they preach it, (bey practise it. AIl the atheist
mncluded. Nihiiism is one of their evangels, by ivhich thcy attempt to cons ci
despotisni into liberal goveriinc, and the rulers ino servants of thc people
Ingersoll goes up and down and to and fia this continent endeavouring t
convert men from whiat bie considers the error of their thitiking and doing
Ail are agreed then that men svho think svrongly and do îvrongly s/iould b
converted--and ail are agread Iliat they cali be converted, and ail are furtbc
agree* d that conveî sion means a turning of meni froni the doing of svhat is svron~
to the doing of what is right. And may 1 put in a word again l'or (lie Bible-
that B3ook wich Fre thinkers tell mc they Il n ueriy repudiate -by sayinig
that this is precisely the idea the mnen cntertained wbo wrote this scries o
books, and this is the work they atterpted iih ail their mighit of c*haracte
and speech. That Ns whlat Moses set bimseif to do, and Isaiah, and David
and Jeremiab, and Jesus Christ, and ail the Apostlcs ' and that is w bat thi
whole Christian Clîurch is ainiing .at now. lEs cr-y codeavour Ns in tlîat direc
lion. WVe mav be wvrong in our creeds, and oui mebhods of wsoikig, but tîn
end soîîgbt N tlic sanme. ,Wc woiild eninobic huinîaity wcv w oiild Lech Ie
to put awvay cvii, and think riglit, and spcak rigbit, and (Io i gbt.

But aIl îvill a ilow again, 1 fluink, (bat svliei a)y iman preaclies convei sion
bie must bc ready to sîîpply a miotive. If 1 go' Io a mian and tell hiri lie nuiglît
to cbange bis course of conduct, bie will ask nie Il W7hy ? " 1iiîîay say : 'lVo.
are sinnmng against t(liasv of your bcing--yout are i)ervertiiig your truc powsers
--you are making that dominant 'il you wbiî h sliould be your slave", but lic
niay answer Il No 1 arn ii strict accord svith thc iaw of'u iiî eing, as it scelis
ta me. 1 aîîî slothful by the nature of nie, and it certainiy is casier tw steal
than to get money by liard work. 1 liaive strong passions, an I it picases mie
more Io gîatify thaiî to reprcss (hein. Voit îuay say tbat miore real and per-
marient enjoyînent is to be founci in repression, but (liati, N ot according to my
experience, and 1 i)refer wo deal i %v liat 1 knosi, and xiot speculate. It nîay
bc unpieasant t you (bat 1 slhah dIo this or (bat- -it niay traverse ail (lic ][nes
of your iiîîecrsi--it inay iîxvolve you iii disaster, but it is niiiglxty pîcasant and
profitable o nie -su, if yoii pîcase, 1 shaîl continue this ivay, and you canf
direct your preacîxoxcîns against soine other pleasturescekiîg niortai." Noiv
tell nie, wLen vou have got (bat answer, svhat ivili you say? Vou catilot fund

aihive ii fhlixan Iiiimsclf. WVhere ivill voit fund it ? 1 lias e 1iistcîîed to Mr.
Inigeisollîs rhapsodies I- have read flic books (niany scorcs of thli) of iîifidel
writers--and I bave nowherc found a (ext froi ivbich (o ihrcacb a Scrmion on
rigbteousîîess. If' yui could talk ta, a dog, vbat ivoul you say (o il as ant
iîîducenient nut to bark and bite and steal hunes ? Voit wuid preacb flic
terrors of a stick or a boot-but ibat elso ? 'l'lie dog woîild redrîce tlic (bing
(o a science-bow to steal boues and escapc tlic stick ur tlic bout. And wlcn
you have perstiaded maxi (bat hoe is only ant animai biessed iviflî a bigli dcgrec
of initelligence -- tlit there is îîo good but nature, and tîat there is îio rcspoîî-
sibility attacbcd (o fle beyond tbe day lin ihicbi ien ]ive u.xx tue carflî-ilîcil
bc simphy has to ask, How sball 1 get inast of pleasure and escape pain ?
'l'ite, nlatuîre suplies thie motive for not tbruisting your band iiito flic firo-for
you wili be burned if you do; if you tlirow yourself into the water you ivili be
drowned ; but xvhy should you liot steal your iîeigbbour's coal ta wvarmi
yourscif ? WVlat lias nature to say, if you luisita inari off the bridge iînto thec
river and you cati prove ait alibi ? If nature teacbes anything p)ositiv'e about
thîs matter it is to tlie effect, (bat nîight is riglît and selfislîness is flic only
profitable I)olicy for hife. 1 boîicstly-confess to you tiat 1 cati find uxo mîotive
for conversion inic hieilole ranîge of infidel tcachiîg -- nii< 1ncentis-e (o trui
and justice and disinterested love-no eall tu pal.riot'siîi and a làr-i-caching
philantbropy-no inspirationî (bat cari lead to self-sacrifice aîîd self devotion to
noble cauîses for 1 f ind virtie uîîrewarded anti vice iii)nutislied--(lie wicked
in high estemi and cunning tritimpbant. In riairn, It is a svar uf aninis, anîd
the survivai of the strongest in wit or in sinews. Said Mr. Ingersohi, in bis
lecture on Il The Gods " :-"1 Nature, so far as ive cati discern, iihout passion
and without intentionî, forms, transforms, and re-transforîns lor ever. She
neither weeps nor rejoices. She produces man witbout purposc, aîîd obliterates
him witbouit regret. She knows no distinction betweeii the beneficiai anid the
hurtful ; poisoni and nutrition, pain and joy, smiles and tears, life and death are
alike (o bier. She cannot be flattered by ivorsbip xîor mehted by (cars. Suie
docs flot know even the attitude of prayer. She appreciates 11o différenîce
betweeri poison iii the fangs of snakes, and morcy in tbe Iiearts of mein." That
blind, deaf, dunîb, dead (bing is the god lie would have lis adore, and front
(bat liféecss tbing bie tells uis we are to find a sixificient motive for converting
the ditînkard and the (bief and the debaticbee. Caîî yoti id it (lero ? I
solemnly protest that I cannot.

But r.oî, ]et nie turi' to this teacbing ouf ours whiclî was ridiculed. Cati
w ý supply a1 n1otive 10 righteouisîîss ? I ansîver yes, we eaui-anc that is

îe reasoxiable, and at the saine time powerful. But, I shahl be asked : are you
et goirig to adopt and defend fliose doctrines of conversion just before bangirig,
xi anid goixîg straigbt to heïvcii to be bappy for ever ? aîîd tiîat the nian suho bias
nl lived a good life, huit did îlot believe flho crecd is sent to bell fic foi ever ? No,

I an) ieither going (o adopt îor defond thenx. But (bey arc in tho Bible, said
îî Mr. Ixîgersail. [1 deriy tiîa tlîcy aie not Ii' tbe Bible at ail - they are per ver-
s sions of Biblical tcacbingj- notbiîîg iess. I believe iii God, iii redemption, in
t conversionî, in tlic existence of beaven 'and of heul, hut not ini the God, tbe
. redemption, the licâs en and (lie hiel at whicli Coi. Ingersoîl poked sa muîch
o îoughi fn. If lie descîibed a fain of ortbodoxy, (hen. I am flot orthodox. I
~. bold and believe (bat mari is responsibie for bis actionîs upon tbe earth ;
c (bat lic nîay find powver ta tun from nls sini anîd do rigît; (btat is, be
r coîîverted ;anid at" any (me , tiiere in the prison ccli - there on tbe
g scaffold, for tbe divine influxence iL; ahivays beaîing tîpoîî biî whiie

fhic soul ut' flmn lives, aîîd (bat conversionî is tue furst sto in (lie lesv
, way ut rigît, tlîîukiîîg an'd rigbt dôîng. Faitb. iii God cati aloxie induce ta

f (liat step, for if (lucre be no (Sod, nîo beîcafter, îîo beaven and na bell,
r îvby shouid tlie stcp be takeu ÎI Infideiity neyer aîrested a siîîîîr yet

,neyer made a drunkard a sober muanî, ai turiîed a (bief (o lionesty; but faitb in
ea ioving and just God bias donc it iii cotintiess instanîces, and is doing it nasv

every liouur of evcry day. But, I amn ot going to (ech tlîat b--cauisc a mani
eis cous-ci (c- lias ciîaugcd bils mid, lis puirposes, fls o ondict-ias sîvuxrg

i rounîd tg va.lk tue otheî îvay, lie is fiee fîoîîî al lus *past tranisgressionis, and
lias nîo more to do sviti (lue coxise(luenccs of tîxeun. For I do not believe it. I
do îot believe that tue s illain goes froîîî the clesens cd scaffoici to a lîcaveri of

t eternal iuapîliess. 1 do riot belies e tluat: a îuîau may live iii open anud secret
1inii(uity f'or (lîrce score years, andc tîxen, îvhieui is treibiing liînbs bave (aid
finit (lthï lie is necar (o tue gates of deafli, (cai Leachx lus wretclîed mîiuîd, îvhiclî
for tuvo scor e ycars bias bocix iuîîder the controi of' self-iuiteîcs, (o believe Ii
(od and 'hirit, and dlieu, wvile ouut the past and ho treateul as if ail (ho
lifeé ixau been good ana~ pure. I believe (lia God forgives flie beiievirig

*penitexît, andl liclps binu to recos or ivbat lic bas lost. 1 believe tliat Christ
died for mencî, and iii soniîe sîay ta uls îot knuiu(i ivas (heir ransmux.
The piodigai îeturncd to hoine anîd father, lait, lui- goodsi and [IV
lîcalth w'cre gonc a drunkard rer os-rs biniscîf, huit hoe cauuuiot escape tue
penxalty of vhiat lie bas done ; it is iii ovcry fibre of lus body and every
faculhy of huis îuuiuid. IL is wseli tu be corîvered-iîaýy, it ,/u(ot ho ; you bad
botter begiui to thîink îiglit anîd do rigbt luec arid îîow - lait, I bolievo that
(ho sinîîer must bear the couisoqueuuces of bis sins; tiat no faitx, no peuiiteîice,
11o prayi 5, no0 (cars, nîo inorcy of God anîd xîo cross of Christ cari cone
lutiete b ini aiid flic penialty ofh ls wvîatg-doiîg. Tiiero is lasv iii etornity as
snrely als in tinte, anîc laws is iniexorab)le---" %viattsocecr a îuxan sows thai shaîl
hie aiso ri-." Von cauunot showv xn anyiybre Ii ail the Bible flic tcachîîîg
tui hecu se a iiîan reperits ando boes-ees, aîîd feels coiiscians of forgivenoes,
hoe Ns t onîce ses'crcd froîîî ail the cvii of lus past Ilfe. Chrîist iiovhiere
tauiglit it. 1île tatigiit mîeni ta belies e iii the iuifiuitc clîarity of (;od ; Ice taugbi.
theior to belies-e iii a R'edcuiicr- and redeniptioxi - 1 le taxîglt thcuîî the rcality of'
a ieus- huirtix fron'. sin (o îuglitcouîsncss; fic tauglit flentu thc great doctrinies af'
resuard anid puuuisiîxieiit, of' Iieaveui and biell b)uxt, rcusarc aîîd puniislinierit for
wvlat ? For belies'uîg (r uit. beiies-iîg a certaini cîceed ? No - but reisard for
righît lîviig, aiud puuîîisiluuîouî for siîî. Vos, lie coîîdcnitied thîcir uriholief, buit it
Nvas liot bccause flîcy couuld îlot bclies-e, it wvas becaursc tlîoy wolzZd xot believe;
it %vas becanso tlîey rejectcd (lic liglît, clîoasiîg clarknoss bocause thîÉir deeds
wero evii. If flic Bible caiî ho said (o hlave a doctrinîe of conîversionî at aIl, it
is siii]y tiuis--:u îiews birth, (ho beginxiing of a ieuv life, a chanîge of fliauglt
axîd putrpose front tue %vay of sinu to tue uvay of rigliteousriess, anid God's love
axud powier aîd lualiess suxpply tlie mîotive and (hie redemptioi.

Buit, licas-ei and hlîcl vhuat of flie doctitic is aSo thxese ? Tu ny midc
îîothig cati be muare absurd tihan tlic idea tîat lîcas'en aîîd biell are partcular
places, ii thie vhiclî ail eiijoy alike or suiffer alike. 1 kîîos (bat it ivas aul idea
flic Jews had Iii (lie latter part of (lîcîr history, and il, ssoîid ho quxite easy, if I
had (lie finixe, ta (race thie gruuvtb of' i ii thîcir mîirids. Tliey took it framn
Paganism and gave it a Jesi cast ; aîîd Clînistiaris hîav'c akexi it fram (hem
and given it a Chrnistian cast. There N huit anc passage iii Scripture wbich,
seems to speak of an instant decision of ane's destiîy ; (lie uvord of Christ to
the dyirig (biief--svbich to say the least of it is of doubtfuxl interpretation. Ta
talk of lîcîll a placc vhiere (,od is not aîîd ail] is only torment, is ta taik si-at
is miot truc (o coîmun sense andti le Bible. There cati hocxno place wherc Ife
is xîot - lie is iri every ray of liglît (liat gieaîîîs iii (lie temîplc of heaivexi, and iii
overy tonguec of firo (liat scoîches a coniscienîce ini bel. What (lieu ? I take it
that licavcîi aîîd lîcîl arc statos, anîd liot pllaces at aIl, (lie tormnt or tlic happi-
ncss is frontî %viî, ànid flot produced by autward circuinstancc, WVe kriv
hIow it is lioiv. I bic on carflî, iii (lus city, iii boîules, iii (lus ciurcb mon iiîet
andi îîiîghc, .soin of Otbcî wsalking in a scry icaveu of iligla anfi peace, (hic
iîeart giad, thue mid. satisficd, the conscicence swcetly .ut uest. ai-d ail fle runî-
ning over îvitlî mui1sic-wbile others are ini bell, ( ho beart full of a bitter ronuorse,
thue mnid a Very chaos, flue coniscience a s'uhnre-ilhe fires oif bell have (aken
hold upon (hem. -I knaîv thiat tiere are sorie us'ha xuitlior ,suffer diesç (arments,
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