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The first report of the Deputy-Registrar
General, based on monthly returns of con-
tageous diseases occurring in municipali-
ties, is published in another column. It
is most desirable that a report should be
sent in from every municipality if these
statistics are to be of value to the medical
health officers of the province. To facili-
tate the making out of monthly returns,
the Registration Department has supplied
special post cards, and if deaths are
entered in the registers when received the
work of making out the returns is trifling.
Clerks will notice that they are required
to report whether there have been any
deaths from contagious diseases or not.
Division registrars should co-operate with
the department by sending in their returns
promptly on the 5th of each month.
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In the city of Guelph special auditors
have for some time been engaged in an
examination of the treasurer’s books, and
a deficit of some $i18,000 is reported.
Among the reasons given are: 1st. The
combination of the offices of clerk and
treasurer. 2ni. A lack of system in
keeping the books and records of the
municipality. 3rd. Inefficient auditors.
There is no excuse for this state of affairs,

“and we believe that the members of the

various councils who have allowed the
business of the city to drift along in such
a careless way are not entitled to much
consideration.

* The special auditor concludes his report
as follows: ‘ For the future a proper
annual audit and an adequate fee paid
therefor will be the truest economy.
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Among the various publications re-
ceived at this office during the past month
is a voters’ list from a township in the
county of Frontenac, and, although it is
dated 1896, we find that among the
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different qualifications entitling the votersto
be entered therein the terms “landholder’s
son,” “occupant” and “wage-earner.” We
do not know what authority the assessor
had for so designating the persons entered
in the assessment roll, or the clerk for
placing persons thus qualified in the
voters list. The Municipal Act section 79
gives the qualification of municipal elec-
tors as “‘owners,” ‘‘tenants,” ‘“‘income vot-
ers,” and ‘“farmers sons,” and the Man-
hood Franchise Act requires the assessor to
enter on the assessment roll the name of
every male person of the age of twenty-one
years who has resided within the province
for nine months next preceding the time
fixed by statute or by-law for beginning to
make the assessment roll, and provided
such person was, at the time fixed as
aforesaid for beginning to make the roll,
and is at the time of the assessment living
in the municipality, and has resided there
continuously from the time fixed as afore-
said. This qualification is to be desig-
nated by the letters “ M. F.”

The acts requiring the use of the terms
‘“landholder’s son ” and ¢ wage-earner ”
have been repealed, and we do not know
that the use ot the term * occupant” is
authorized.
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The great majority of the Collectors’
Rolls for the various municipalities in the
Province will be completed on or before
the 1st of October. Before delivering the
roll to the collector, the clerk is required
to attach thereto a certificate under his
hand, stating that it is the collector’s roll
for the municipality for 1896. It is also
advisable to give the name of the collector
in the certificate, and attach the seal of
the corporation. It is imperative that the
certiflcate should be attached, and a roll
unsigned by the clerk is not sufficient au-
thority to entitle the collector to distrain,
and he and his sureties are not liable un-
der their bonds for the amount of uncol-
lected taxes. In cities and towns where
the council have passed the necessary by-
laws, the clerk may include in the certifi-
cate the statement required by ssction 4,
sub-section 2, of the Assessment Amend-
ment Act of 1896, the statement to in-
clude the total amount of taxes levied and
collected under and by virtue of such roll
or rolls, The name and amount of each
rate levied by the municipality which is
required by law or by-law imposing it to
be kept distinct, and accounted for sepa-
rately, and specifying the aggregate pro-
ceeds of each such rates so levied and col-
lected.

To sprinkle carbolic acid about the
house, or to burn a sulphur candle, or to
suspend sheets and towels wet with some
proprietary liquid, may be excused in the
case of untrained attendants, but it is
about time that health officers should
cease to countenance and advise the em-
ployment of such methods in the disinfec-
tion of houses.—Bulletin of N. ]. Board
of Health.

Township Commissioners:
A plan whereby the work of road é:;
provement and maintenance may
ried on in a business way is a SU‘ZJec%dd.
many councils have been and aré Conm -
ing. "~ It is well known that in most st
icipalities there is no particular 5};5 |
other than that which suggests 1t5€ o
work becomes necessary. od

Many d
are now considering better systems of 62
improvement and m:ﬁlintenance_bu i bus”
these systems are put in opef_iltlon (.’nfeﬁat
iness principles, the result will be 1
work and increased taxation. . pould
The business of a municipality Boﬂ‘d'
be transacted at meetings of the 3
and in this connection, we have t0 St by
that the council should fnot deel;g
resolution, one or more of its m b
take charge of works for which th;)’ mg;
appropriations. This is permitte o
tion 479 of the Municipal Act conom)’
believe it is in the interest of trué ehave n0
that members of a council shou :
direct dealings with the electors: nd
nature is the same the world oven 4 ma8
favoring of doubtful voters and war g b
nates in the purchase of materlahas pee?
giving out small jobs of work, ! ing
known to be the means of contil unde’
office many representatives Who; . hat®
other circumstances would “%‘; soles”
thought of violating the terms Ofdt whep a5
obligation to which he suscribe
suming office. ¢ sygteﬂ’
Another result of the I_)TOPehe acrim’
would be the doing away with t - which
onous discussion of trivial mattet e
so often occupies valuable tlmesult that
nomination meetings, with the l:—,ade the
a particular member may be
scapegoat of a retiring council: i th'i
We have nothing new to SUSE®® igipd
way of a plan for carrying O that the
improvements, but would sa)haﬂds 0
work should be placed in the P
commissioner, who should 8 whos?
specially adapted for the work, & cﬂ”","’
tenure of office should be a5 treﬂs-“xdf
that of the average clerk of chard? o'
The commissioner should havets and ¢
all road and bridge improvemenis e
required to report to th
meeting. No works shou :
taken unless they are report® the cou?
commissioner and approved by ¢ reqvi’
cil. The commissioner woul "oe wh‘;lﬁ
to be actively engaged during ® of
year. He should have Ch‘,‘f%s teqﬂxf‘?;‘:
township machinery and mater® cyh hl‘
to be used in the work conﬂectf) 'gs,,f'ba,
department. The many €co” . the®
would result will readily S‘Iggce‘
selves to councillors of experie? a0
ds
Canada has 6,000 miles of ro%; il g
highways. i g
g Uniteﬂ.% ‘
The country roa}ds of tt)ll]ye i " hose "
do not compare favorably e 5P
any nation in Europe. D“"“tg:b%w :
season in many districts of th mpass”
States the roads are practically el



