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otiier important work-not, mark you, to secure the "job,"
but mierely to get a chance to compete for it against Tomn,
Dick and Harry.

\Ve are too blessedly cheap); that is ail tiiere is about
it.

1Many <loctors anci lawyers makc their reputations, and
dheu people with important cases wait aronnid with their
biats in their haîîds, pay exorbitant fees for miighty sniall
services, and go away proclairning the greatniess of their
advisors, wlîo miay have recommended but a drink of
plain ivater ta the sick and adviscd the litigiously inclin-
ed ta go pay their bis.

How many architeets date charge a penny over the
6o-called legal five pet cent., hiowever difficutÉ or respan-
sible the watk, and iîow many have prospective clients
respectfully waiting araund? Fewver stili are the), whose
clients prociaini thein great aiter passing thraughi their
bands.

A lac of mien wlîa will spend $60,000 in campetitive
plans for a building camnmittee that did nat even take
the trouble ta look at those plans before *ordering" a
newt campetitian, invalving a furiher ouiay of $40,0O0
te the coinpetitors, and dheu decided not ta buiid at al
L--thase mien. 1 say, need nat wonder wvhy the aforesaid
commnittce did net even thank thein for their trouble.
This is not an isalated case, but ane af many high-handed
actions caînnon ta peolple wvbo have buildings ta erect.
Are you surprised that such things accur? Is it not mare
ta be wandered at, raier, tliat such a lowly and rneek
profession is nat oftener madie ta serve the general pur-
poses of a door-inat?

THE SCRAMBLE FOR PATRONAGE.
In aur anxîety fer business, for preferinent, we have

spoiied the public, made be.ggars, yes, often public nuisanc .s
of aurselves. There isinare violenit, cantankecrous camipŽti-
tien anion- ns than ihlete is in the dry goads or gracery
business; fewer ethics observed, thanigb we are long on can.
about sonie allege i eis, and accasionallv hald brother-
ly pou-wtatts and feedings. But it is ail sputter. \Ve
show it plainly. taa; people knaw aur ways prercy Wveil;
they are fuliv aware that nearly evervanle ai uis carnies
a long knife-figuratively speaking-ever ready for aur
dear brother's back. We have gatten people sa that they
feel they are doing us a fayot iii periitting us ta scrarn-
ble for tîteir "patronla.-C. It amuses thiemn. Yeti have
seen a lot of little darkies fighting and diving for nickels
throîvn thein by saine festive passenger at a boat land-
ing? Well, as a profession tve occupy about the saine
position iii the estei i f he public as do those urchins.

If a doctor goes wrong, or if a lawyer should play
bath sides ai the ganie, bis clicnt*s and the other fellow's
too, îot onlv bis confreres cnt imii out, but the public
genetally figlit shy ai lîim: hie is unsavorv and consider-
cd apart froui the Tc5t af the flock; the fiock itself has
not suffercd; its whiteness is still uniblemiished. Nos so
with us. Soule ai us have sinried grîevonsly. Archi-
tects bave playcd double, they have taken fees froin
clients and *rake-offs** fromi cantractors and niaterial
mcin: they have swellcd the cost oi buildings and divided
the results with tlie builders: sanie have donc aIl sorts
of things they anght îlot ta have donc. But they are
neot set asidc by the ptublic as black sheep. Oh1. tia! Their
sins are visited uipon the pro fession as a whole. \Ve are
ail under su 'spicion. People actuaily figure uipon sa lunch
per cenît. ta bc addcd ta, the cost of building ta caver
architecturai "fleecings." Soie are surprised wlicn told
that co-partncrships bctwcen arcblitects and bnildcrs are
frowned upan by tbe professionî, and others smilc incrcd-
nlouslv when we assure ilieni it is itot usual for ns ta get
commissions frein every contracter about a building.

Thiat is reallv the nîeanest part about the whole thing.
People do nlot discriiininate. Te themin an architect is an
architect. The iindividual's experience. ability. integrity
and everything cIsc matter îlot; lie is no better, no worse.

than Jimi Jones, wha rnay have been a horse doctor yes-
terday, but wvbo styles hirnschf "architect" to-day. We
arc aIl in the saine class, a sort ai unnecessary evil an>'-
way, ta bie toleratcd at tinies, but ta bc dispensed with
wvbenever possible. And, as a matter ai fact, the mnan,
who does îlot feel perfeccly confident lie cani be bis own
arclîitcct and deal directly îvith a builder, can be faund,
but oîie lias ta Inuit for bim.

PROFESSION I VIDE OPEN.
And, after ail, 1 repeat, can yau be surprised at ail

tbis? The profession is wide open; tbere is no biedgc
about it as there is about the latv or the medîcal prac-
titioners; fia examinatians ta pass, fia license froni State
or school ta be gotten. Any man wit'o can afford a sign
saying s0 i .s an architect iegally, actuaiiy and beyond any
question, tyhatever bis training, bis fltniess, or however,
lacking lie niay bie ini bath.

Snpposing 1 bave studied and travelled and delved
for thirty years and built great structures and believe
myscîf fully equipped ta icet any deniand; suppasing,
in fact, I should have gatten tvell uip towvard the top
notchi af nîy sa-caiied profession. And, suppasing a fci-
iotv takes an office next mine and aise lîangs out the
nîagîc wvord, "arcliitect," even thoughl iast weck he was
a plunîber or a candlestick-tnaker. W'eil, what happens?
People are as apt ta emipioy lii as me. He probabiy
tvill skirinîsli around and taik big, and if hie is sbrcwd
cnoughi ta eniplay a clever drauglitsman lie %vill turm out
sanie pretty catch), sketches; * lie will cut his rates, and
the chances are he will have twice the business 1 bave
next year. Supposing lie does get tliings aIl tangled up,
and buildinîgs cost more thita they shottid, etc., bis clients
may congratulate ilhernselves things are mia worsc; they
feel sure tbere .would hav'e been as iiiuclh trouble wvitbi
any ailier architect. They are ail the saine. von know.

Aiid tvhy siionld lie îlot be enîpioyed? Truc, lie bears
no brand, tlîe Stace lias îlot licensed hini-it does its
pinnibers-there lias been fia inmposition ai hiands or ather
cereniony; lie just says lie's an arclîitect, and there you
are ! But neitlier lias tbe State iicensed me. 1 have
caine in by the saine road as hec. W\e bave ail caie iii
that way. That I bave fasted and prayed and donc a
long novitiate. atîd arn really tbarougiiiy prepared for the
tvork I amn tillimig ta umdertake, seeilîs to be mio coîîcermî
ai tlîc publîc's. As a mîatter ai fact, frein the pubiic's
standpoimit, tvas I miat a great duîîce ta go ta so amnucl
trouble: an I net lackîmîg ii btusinîess shircwdmicss for îlot
haviiig taken as short a cnt as be did?

A-RCITECTS MIUST CL7LTII'ATE SELF RESPECT.
That is not a lamentation, mark you. I arn fiuiding

no fauit ,vith the dear public. I ain siîiply telling you
hotv iliings are. Perhaps t'on have givemi scant thouglht
ta the subject belote. I knotv, indeed, that you have nat
slîouglit about it at ail. \Vliat goad, then. can I hiope
for, wliat resuit do 1 aini at. in these fev notes jotted
dowmi haphazard? W~hat is their purpase?

WVeli, if you bave a sore, a reaily had sore, you do not
slap a plaster aver it and let it go-refuse ta look at
it. do you? That would bie a good way to infect the cii-
tire systeni. You openi it and dress it freqnentiy. You
look aIl about for pus, you inject disinfectants; yau do
nat try ta bide, but ia get rid ai it. aîîd it is omîiy b>' fmss-
iîîg îvitl it that you will succecd. hiowet'cr umîpleasant the
operatian may bie. Sa it is tvith this question. 1 want
ta sbowv it ta you in all its phases. in its tvorst aspect.
lhoNvcver unsightly that ina>' be. Archiitects tlieniselves
realize liatv bad it is . and are at tvork witli disinfectants.
so ta speak. They are trying ta purify thîcir ranks, ta
have the State place saie bar ta tlîe indiscrinîinate prac-
tice ai ail tue tiff-raff that invades tliose ranks; they are
culti;'ating self-respect belote denîanding yaur respect;

(Conicliidcd ont Page 36.)


