
A CHEAP AX IMPLE FRANCHISE.

costliness may lbe emîpbasized. Yet
the English system-t hasý its demnerits.
One of these, as poilted out in a recent
debate in the Imperial House of Coim-
imions, is the fact that it does not give
theI elector a sufficient guarantee of
the safety of his vote. Unless a per-
son has lived for a ftill year in the
district in which he wishes to be en-
franlchised, le canlot appear on the
voters' lists. The resuit is that the
louseliolders or lodgers who mîove-
and as we know rem(ovals amitong
these classes are verv frequent-are
invariably disfrancbised for at least
eighteen monthîs andî sometimes for
two vears altiougli they have been
continuous residents in« the United
KingdorI and are as muich entitled to
express an opinion (in iatters of pub-
lic poliev as the electors who, hecause
they bave not passed fromi dwellinig
to dwelling, or from lodlginîg to lodg-
ing, retain their position on the reris-

ter. This is an un fairness much
resembling one of several conceing

whicb complaint is made ii CanaLa.
The secoid demerit poiltedi to in
England is the primte objection urged
in Canada againîst the Diion
svstem, namtiely the expense thrust

11)on the treasurv and( uIp private
inldividuals throught the workinig of
the lae. Th olicitor (General of
England says it costs the boriougls
-140 for everv thousand electors
w-hose namtes appear on the) lists, and
the country parisies s2()for every
thoisand. As there are 4,530,000
voters in England, thelt public cost of
registrationi is no less than S700,000 a
year in that part of the United Kinig-
don. But as the system works un-
satisfactoril y, the påliticians in each
constituency have to speidi enuorillousl
im Orderl to secure the proper repre-
seitation of their respective parties
On the register. Sir Jolnl Gorst esti-
ltates that the suls collected from
private sources for this purpose aggre-
gate as large an aimount as that
derived from taxation for the official
work. If this statement he eorect,

700,000 a year is spent by the Eng-
lish politicians, and te total cost of
the franchise in England alone is
$1 ,400,000 annually. There can bie no
question that the perfecting of the
register is a serious source of outlay
to both parties. Mr. Josepl Chamber-
lain in a late speech before the
Liberal Uiionists of Birmingham said:
' We bave had the registration to look

after, and vou vill understand that a
great deal of lloley lias been ex-

pended. For this purpose we estab-
lisiei a special fund and up to the
present time we bave received £750
towards it: but we wait £2,000 andt
I have 110 iloubt wve shall get it."
Here is a sum of S10,000 required
by one party in one eonstitueccy in
one year for registration purposes.

Yet the English systema is, if any-
thing, less complex ani less open to
complaint on the grouid of govern-
ilenitail or oiie-pirty control than
ours. Here, (ne officer, an appointee
of the Govenment of the day, pre-

pares and revises the lists, adjudicat-
intg upon the claims of those who
want to ret on. aId of those who want
otiers to be put ofi. Here, too, for
ecololtical reasolns, the lists pass to a

printing offiee under Governnt
supervision to) lbe put into type for
use when the onttst coiles. It ias
been charged that the system has
bred injustice. But leave this accus-
ation tut of coinsideration and the fact
reltains that the proc'ess is of such a
character as to n<cessitat extrele
watchifulness (n the part of tbe
minority, whether it be C(nservative
oi beral. Tie Englisht lists, on the
oîther bantil, aro prepared iii their pre-
liminarV fori, ntot biy Gvermnent
appointees, but Iv te overseers of
the poor, men wvhose political coim-
plexion is nîot ieessaril y that of the
Governmiteit of the day and who in
few coistituenicies are unantuimously
attached t one partv. From the
OversIers appeals aie imtade to revising
otficers Who sit as juiges : but these
officials again are not cliosen bîy the


