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fFQOLLNG THE LNSURANCE COMPANýIES

B EFORE the new year an order vas passed by the.
Canradian Railway War Board to the. effeet that al

freltht charges mnuet b. paid in advance, ini cash. This
ord.r vouid meaji great inconvenlence t. shippers, and
guarante. Oompanies, perceivlng an opportuuity to extend
their business by performing this service for shippers,
secured the. rigiit te guarantee such payments and te have
aueh guarantees accepte(] hy the. rallvays.

This order vas orlglnally te go into force on January
let, but vas postponed until the. firat of March. Mean-
vile guarante. companies advertieed the. special contracte
wieh they had prepared for this business, had epeciai
forme propared and had actually compl.ted arrangements
with many shippera. These preparations repreeented a
conelderable expendlture of mioney. Amnong the. compaules
vii. bad prepared for thi. business vere the. National Surety
Co., Canadian Surety Co., London Guarantee and Accident
Co., Imp.riai Guaraute. and Accident Co., General Accident,
Quarante. Co. of North Anierica, Maryland Cseuaity Co.,
and the . S1,. Pldelity and Guaranty Go.

On F.bruary 28th, however, just on. day before the.
order vas te go lut. force, an aminnoenint vas mnade by
the. Canadian Raillay War Board t. the. .1.4c that the.
execution of the. order vas poetponed until Jun. let. Mean-
wil) the. preparatione of the. Insurance companies ver. en-
tirely at their ovu riait. Tiier. i. eethls an obvioue
inconvenlence caused both te the companiee aud te lthe ship-
pers by liandling orders iu ti. vsy.
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