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WHAT CAUSED THE FACTORY FIRE?

First Report on Binghamton Fire is Issued—Question
of Exits

The appalling fire in the Binghamwon Ciotming com-
pany’s factory, New York dtate, has created great interest
among nre insurance men and others. Five official 1nves-
tigations are being held. The report of the nrst to be con-
cluded 1s that of Mr. James P. Wniskeman, coasuiting en-
gineer of wthe New York State Factory lovesugaung Com-
mission, wno has 1ssued the following as to nis nnaings
cegarding the fire:—

“‘All the accounts indicated that the flames spread with
cwusiderable rapidity, and in a very shéit tume tne entire
building was one mass ot flames. It was undoubtedly due o
the open stair weils and to other vertical openings by means
of which the flames were communicated from one floor 1o
another, the spread of the flames peing assisted by the open
windows, of which there were a great many.

Walls Fall Outward,

“In a very short time the building collapsed, the walls
falling outward, and an examination of these walils showed
that there was little bond between the brickwork and the
mortar which caused them to be unstable. An examination
of the fallen walls showed that the mortar had completely
fallen off the brick. It is an undisputed fact that the fire
started on the first floor on a shelf that was built under-
neath the stairway. And despite the effort of the employes,
who emptied all the water in the buckets at their disposal
on to the fire, the flames could not be quenched, indicating
the fire must have had a deep-seated origin and had
considerable headway before it was discovered. The boilers
did not explode.

Storage of Inflammables,

““Considerable material was stored on all the floors, and
being of an inflammable nature, burned readily.

“The building was a four-story non-fire-proof building
with brick walls filled with openings on three sides. The
floors were supported by wood posts on piers, which in turn
supported the girders, floor beams and flooring,

“The stairways were unenclosed and were wide enough
to allow the free egress of two persons walking abreast.

“The elevator ran through a hatchway with automatic
trap doors at each floor level,

Few Partitions in Building.

“With the exception of the first floor, which was filled
with wooden partitions, the other floors had very few parti-
tions on them. On the south-east corner of Center Street
was a fire escape, which took in two windows and had an
inclined ladder leading from one balcony to the other with
a drop ladder to the first floor. This fire escape ran past
unprotected windows through which the flames poured, ren-
dering the fire escape utterly useless in the emergency, so
that there was practically only one exit from the building,
and this was soon cut off by the flames which poured up
through it. From the first to the second floor there were
two stairways, and if it had not been for the extra stairway
on the front of the building, the loss of life would have been
very much more, as the rear stairway was rendered useless
on account of the fire having its seat of origin there. Every
building, no matter what its height, should have at least two
means of exits remote from each other, so that in case one
of them was cut off, the other will be available in case of
panic or fire,”

This fire is another warnidg to Canadian factory owners
to see that they have taken every possible step towards fire
prevention, 2
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FIRES IN CREAT BRITAIN

The cost of the principal fires in the United Kingdom
during the past half-year is estimated at £1,675.00n =~ -
crease of £312,500 over the figures for the corresponding
period of last vear. The cost of the principal fires in the
past month is shown to have been considerably heavier than
that of the fires in June, 1912, largely, it is believed. owing
to the drvness of the month. Tosses attributed to suffragists
last manth are estimated to have amounted to £47.500.

J i S —
The name of the Lear Plumbing and Heating Companv,
Limited, has been changed to the Townsend-Caven Company.
Limited.

The Motor Car Supnlv Company, Limited. has increased .

its capital stock from $r10.000 to 850,000. This is divided
into 1.000 shares of Rezo each.
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DOMINION’S FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

Show Large Reduction in Net Debt—Revenue and
Capital Expenditure

The financial accounts of the Dominion for the last fiscal
year has been completed with the result that it is found that
the net debt of the Dominion, which at the end of the fiscal
vear 1912, stood at $339,010,460, was.on March 3ist, 1g
;etumed at $314,301,625, a reduction in the year of Qsz,‘. f

35.

This being $2,300,000 more than the total anno
Hon..W. T. White, Minister of Finance, in the “M‘“
showing for the year, gives added emphasis to the
finance minister’s summing up of the budget upon this head
when he declared, ‘that in a period of great financia)
stringency not only have we not been obliged to Tesort to
the congested money markets of the world, but have been
able to reduce so substantially the debt of the Domins
thus diminishing our interest charges and still further en-
hancing the high standing of our securities.’’

Statement of Revenue,

* The revised statement of revenue for the vear
March 31st, 1913, compared with the statement of revenye
for 1912, is as follows:—

1912, 1913. Inc.

(}us;oms ......... $85,051,872  $111,764,608 $26,712,826
Excise o i, 19,261,661 21,447,444 2.183.
FORt offive . "L 10,402,304 12,051,728 18 2788
Public works, rail- 59,334

ways and canals . 11,034,165 13,158,077 5
Miscellaneous 10,268,125 10,267,950 .123,?3

OIS St s $136,108,217  $168,689,003 532.58\1,

The toal expenditure on consolidated fund for the fiscal
year 1913 was $112,050,537, leaving a surplus of revenue
over ordinary expenditure amounting to $56,630,366,

Included in Capital Expenditure.

Capital expenditure, including $27,205,661 on P“l‘n
works, railways and canals, also on the National Tranw
nental, and $4,035,507 on railway subsidies, amounted
$32,300,816. Thus the revenue provided for all expen, g
both on ordinary and capital account, and left a balance of
$24,233,550 to the good. ‘Lo this net surplus is to be added
the sum of $1,384,285 invested in sinking fund, maki g ‘
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total of $25,617,835 by which the mational debt was

during the year. o
For the first two months of the current fiscal year ‘”

and June, the revenue amounted to $41,268,600, an in'

of $3,430,580 over the revenue for May and June, muc:‘.

ordinary expenditure was $10,777,011, a decrease of ".

020. The capital expenditure upon public works, rajj

and canals and including subsidies to railwavs for the"a" 3

months, was 87,720,726, an increase of $6,195,806, ‘m' :
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ELEVATORS IN SASKATCHEWAN

Probably 15,000,000 bushels of grain will be handleg
the elevators of the Saskatchewan Farmers’ Co‘om.e:
Elevator Company this fall, according to figures given b
Hon. W. R. Motherwell, Minister of Agriculture h
Province 1of hSas.ka.tchewan. Bhy this fall the com: &
have nearly three times as much storage capacity as :
line of elevators in the province. Vs %
In its first year, Mr. Motherwell said, the eo o
operated 46 elevators, handling about 3,000,000 by shm
grain. On this business there was a profit of 850,000 ;
the shareholders. Last year 140 elevators were ope i
handling approximately 12,000,000 bushels. Althom‘
annual statement has not vet been issued for 1912 it s -
pected that the profit on that year’s business will be iny
portion to the profit on the first. :
This year at least 40 more elevators will be buile by
company. »
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Halifax Tramway interests are stated to be in the pacy
for 81,000,000, and Montreal financiers are supposed te,
been asked to secure a loan of that amount for a pers
eighteen months at 63 per cent. interest.

The ratepavers of Dundas, Ontario, passed the
providing for the guarantee of $15,000 bonds of the C
Abrasive Wheels, Limited. The company is the first .
facturing concern to locate on the banks of the Des;
Canal. Tt is capitalized at $500,000. 3



