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Sports and Pastimes

The oft recurring annual difficultics
which afflict lacrosse circles, are beginnirg
to make their appearance this scason, as
the various clubs composing the different
lcagues hold their annual meetings.

It is apparent thas a repetition of the
wirepulling, and the circulation of manu-
factured statements, which was a dixagree-
able feature of the situation last spring, is
likely to be cartied on again this ycar,
and no doubt much bad biood will be en:
gendered thereby.

Already the Ottawa Lacrosse Club have
been reported to have determined upon a
line of action which their president has
felt called upon to state has not been con-
sidcred by them,

The members of the Union Lacrosse
Club of St. John, N.t}, claim to have a
gricvance against the N A L.A,, for their
treatment of the Maritime Provinee clubs,
and propose to withdraw from the associa-
tion, and form a Maritime Provinces
Association.

Such action would undoubtedly benefit
the game throughout the Maritime Prov-
inces and it is to be hoped the proposition
may be carried into effect.

It is to be regretted that the actions of
the two strongest clubs in the Dominion
—the M mtredand Torontoclubs—should
be conducted so utterly regardless of the
interests of the game, and so entirely
suberdinated to the one idea of gate
money. ‘T'hat such is the case is apparent
in all their mcthods of procedure, and
again I say it is very greatly to be regretted
in the true interests of the game,

The expenses attendant upon keeping
up a first-class lacrosse ficld in a large city
are undoubtedly very heavy, and must be
met in some manner other than out of the
pockets of the players; but the very lib.
cral patronage always exeaded by the
public to lacrosse in both Montreal and
T'oronto, makes a good gate at all matches
a matter of moderate certainty, and netiher
ot the principal clubs of the Dominion
need have the least anxiety on this score

The actions of these two clubs begin to
have aliogether too much the appearance
of a business undcrtaking rather than a
sporting organization, and the sooner a
change in this respect is effected  the
better it will be in the true interests of the
game.

I am glad to learn that it is the intention
of the Junior Hockey Association to take
energetic measures to prevent a repetition
of the rough play which has disgraced
same of the recent matches in their tie
serics.

The Juaiors are worse offenders in this
respect than the Soniors, and it is there-
fore very much in the interests of the

furure of the game that an immediate
check be put upon such objectionable
conduct.

Very probably it is owing to the Juniors
not boing such accomplished skaters as
the Scniors, that induces them 1o resort
to rough practices when they are being
outplayed by an opponent, but as they are
presunably the coming <eniors, it is absol-
utely necessary that they be made to
understand  before it is oo late, and their
style of play ruined, that the game is a
gentlemanly one, and may be and must
be played in a gentlemanly maneer.

CURLING.

CENTRAL CANADA CURLING ASSOCIATION

The annual bonspiel of this association
was held at Almonte on gth February and
fo'lowing davs,

Three of the clubs composing the asso-
ciation—Pembroke, Renfrew and King-
ston—tailed o put in an appearance, and
the remaining five clubs proceeded to
play off.

The first game was between Perth and
the Rideaus of Ottawa, and resulted in
favour of tha latter. Carleton and Al
monte then met and Alinonte won by 2
shots.  Arnprior had a bye. It the secend
draw the Rideaus played Arnprior, the
former winning by g shots.

The Rideau Club and the Almrnte
(Mississippi Club of Almonte) then met
for the final, and the result proved the
truth of the saying that there is nothing
more slippery than ice and curling,

At the conclusion of the r11th end the
Rideau Club had a lead of 13 points on
the two rinks and the game was looked
upon by most of those present as a fore-
cone conclusion in their favour, but luck
changed and it was but a few ends more
when the Almonte Club had obta‘ned a
lead which they mamtained to the finish,
eventually winning by 6 shots.

A banqu:t in honour of the visiting
clubs was held ut the Davis House on
Wednesday evening, and proved a most
enjoyable affiair.

Ahogether the bhonspiel was an un-
doubted success, altho’ it was rather dis-
appointing that three of the strong clubs
were not represented.

CYCLING.

The committee appointed to consider
the question of military cycling m the
I'rench Army, in their report to the Min.
ister of War, express tae opinion that it is
not p act’'cable to employ cyclists as com-
batants, and thewr 7d% in the army should
be restricted to conveying orders and in-
formation between headquarters and the
various bodies of troops.  Ior this purpose
the committee suggest the employment of
two classes of cyclists, the first for service
with the Stafi and the second for service
with the troops, both partics to be recuit-

entertained men belongirg to the Active
Army would never be employed as cyclists
except in a few instances when their pur-
iod of service with the colours is about to
expire.  ‘The Committes recommended
that each Army Corps should include a
total ot ninery-six cyclists, distributed as
tollows :—Light to the Army Corps Stalf,
four to cach division, two to each brigade,
four to cach regiment and four to each
battalion or other independent unit.
These cyclists would be borne on special
lists, and during pcace time, and for ser.
vice in towns where the corps commanders
dcem it necessary, they would be called
up for service in succession. On July 1st
i each year, however, all men who en-
gage as cyclists would be called up ; those
intended for service with the General
Stafl would have to ;rove their abihty to
cover go kilometres (56 miles) on a good
road with a shorter period than Six hours,
whilst the others must be capable of cov-
ering 50 kilometres (31 miles) in less than
four hours.  "The men must use their own
safety cycles, but by way of compensation
they will be paid 50 centimes a day at
ordinary times, or 75 centimes during the
manceuvres.  In the event of mobisation
ihe cycles will de requisitioned and their
value assured, their owners receiving on
the termination of the war an indemnity
for the wear and tear or loss ot their
machines. Al repairs during war tine
will al:o be mid for by the State. The
Committee make a further recommenda-
tion that the War Dcepartment should
manufacture and keep a stock of 6Goo
safety bicycles for ordinary use, and to
scrve as a reserve to replace cycles which
require aepair during  the mancweuvres.
This last rccommendation is  however
strongly combatted by the French Service
papers, which maintain that improvements
are more likely to be introduced by leaving
the manufaciure of cycles entirely in the
hands of the cycling trade than by the
government entering into competition with
private finns,
COURSING.

The fact that the abolition of rabbit
coursing in England, on account of its
cruelly, is being agitated, and that the
Queen has written a letter condemning
the sport, has drawn attention to the Royal
Buckhounds, a pack which has been main-
tained for ages.  ‘The master of the Royal
Buckbounds is a salaried officer of state,
and the office 15 in the gift of the Prime
Minister, the honour being always be-
stowed uyon some peer of high standing.
The Buckhounds hunt nothing but tame
deer, reared in the Royal park at Windsor.
When there is a stag hunt a deer is taken
from the herd and conveyed to the place
of the mect @ there it s Joosed in a strange
locality and compelled by fear to run for
its life—as the deer no doubt thinks—-pur-
sued by a pack of 6Gfty staghounds and a

ed exclusively from the Reserve and | large number of titled ladies and g.,cntlc-

Territorial troops.  If this proposal s

men on horseback.  ‘T'he object being to



