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o'bstctrics

CHiAS. J. C. O. HASTINGS, AR~THUR C. HENDRICK.

On Death and Disability Resuiting from Childbirth. liy 11. M.
LITTLE, B.A., -MD., M-àontreal. Jourmal of Ca)?. Müd. Associa-
tion.

Thle autiior bas availed hiimself of the clinical mnaterial of the
Montreal Maternity and also the Gynecological Department (Out-
door) of the Montreal Gencral Hlospital.

hi the ncew -Moitreal -Materui fromî 1905 to 1909 there were
treated seau 2,fi34 patients. and of the8se 35 died-i.c., 1.33 per cent.
nîortalit.y. The causes of dcath were as follows:-

Eelaîupsia .................................. 8
Nepliritis and Aniasarca ...................... :3
Vomiting.................................. 3
Toxemia ................................... 14
Infcetion ................................... 13
lcmorrhage ................................ 1

Placenta Praevia ............................ 2
Cardiac Disceases ............................ 4
Rupture of lIterus ........................... 1
l'velitis.................................... 1
li3olielitis................................. 1

i.e., Dcaths froîn toxemiiis.................. 40 per cent.,
Deaths froin infections ................. 37 per cent.
Deaths froil other causes ............... 23 per cent.

As regards thle tlîrcc dcaths from bronchitis, pyclitis and rupture
of thc uterus, the patients wcrc pasýt reeaill before eomliflg Under
the hospital's Oae f course a rupturcd uitcrus should neyer occur
in these days.

0f the two cases of placenta pracria, one died of thrornbosis on
the tenth dlay of an) apparently normal puerpcrium, and the other
frorn concealed h-emorrhage. Now, tbrornbosis always ineans infec-
tion-and it is notorious that ail placenta praevias suifer from in-
fection nnless the very greatest care be exercised. Ilence my ad-
vice is to be niost rigid in asepsis here.

There is liardx- an.\ excuse for a deatli froai heuîorrhage.


