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“mixed. community like ours, composed of. men of all
_"denominations, we would desire to preserve the union
“petwist the two—if -we would not eliminate’ all dis-
tinctive Christian teaching from our public sehools
" —if we would not degrade Christianity to the mis-

erable. emasculated fatitudinarian deism which is con--

fained ¥in the principles common to all sects of
. Christians”—and if we would not at the same time
“encroach upon the rights of any—we wust at once
_adopt. the Denominational, instead of the Yankee
system ; and endeavor to bring our schools into har-
‘mony-with the actual condition of society. Where
‘we_ have—a “ Common Faith,” and a “ Common
Chureh”—there also, but there only, can we expect to
hase ¥ Common Schools.” Where we have sepa-
' yate .denominations, separate religions, and rival
creeds, there must we have “separate’” schools as
well.” It is from ignoring this self-evident fact—
from their obstinate adherence to infide! theories—
and a determination to see things, not as they are,

“but as’ they wish them to be—that our Legislators-

and Ministers have proved themselves, hitlerto, in-
competent to frame a School Act svited to the wants,
and social condition of Upper Canada.

T.eporT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF LDUCA-
rioN for Lower Canada, for 1853, Printed by
Order of the Liegistative Assembly.

“With many and serions difficulties to contend witl,
and which are clearly pointed by Dr, Meilleur in his
«TReport,” it appears that the cause of Education
is steadily progressing in Lower Canada: and that
ag the system is better understood, it isalso becoming
more generaliy popular amongst the people.  Much
has been done, but much still remains {o do. Many

_prejudices, and obstacles arising from the heteroge-
neous nature of the population of this section of the
"Province, from the differences of language and reli-
gion, have yet to be overcome ; the active hostility
of some bas to be sofiened down, the supine indiffer-
ence of others, stimulated into zeal, before our Lower
-Canadian school system can be brought to anything
like perfection. From what has been done, however,
and is stil! doing, we have ample reasous to hope the
best for the future; and the thanks of the commu-
_nity are certainly due to Dr. Meilleur, for his unre-
mitting efforts to carry out the benevolent intentions
of the framers of the existing laws. We trust that
lie may meet wilh the encouragement which he well
deserves. . , :

Dr. Meilleur’s « Report” is plain and unpretend-
ing ; standing in this respectin striking contrast to
the claborate and somewhat inflated documents, peri-
odically issued under the sanction of the Rev. Dr.
Ryerson, the great “ Absolute Me” of the school
system of Upper Canada, Dr. Meilleur contents
himsel{ with a plain unvarnished statement of facts;
and having no personal ambition to gratify, and ne pet

- theory of his own to carry out, he jeaves the reader
to deduce his own conclusions from the facts so up-
ostentatiously laid before him. In perusing Dr.

. Meilleur’s Report it is impossible to avoid the con-
viction that we have to do with an unassuming, honest
man, less intent upon gaining public applanse than

“upon meriting it by the faithful, conscientious dis-
charge of his duties. Dr. Meilleur aims, in fact,
rather at being useful, than brilliant ; and seems to
care more about what he tells us, than how he tellsit.

"T'he « Report” which is far too lengthy for our
columns, is followed by slatistical Tables, showing

" the manner in which the Legislative school grant has
been appropriated, and allotted to the different School
_Municipalities. T'o these are subjoined the Reports
of, and letters from, the School Inspectors and School
Commissioners, giving an account of the state of the
schools in their respective districts. Of these many
are very interesting ; others again are but little cre-
. ditable either to their authors, or to the public docu-
~ment in which they are given to the world. Many
of these blemishes to which we allude are no doubt
typographical errors, for which the printer’s devil is
mainly in fault; though certainly more pains should
be taken in correcting the proof sheets. Others
again arc indubitably attributable to the writers; and
_ though for neither can Dr. Meilleur be held respou-
sible, we trust that more pains will be taken with the
. printing of the next Report; and that the School
. Inspectors swill for the future endeavor to write intel-
Yigibly, and eschew the singularly complicated style
of Mrs. Gamp, ingeniously blended with the marvellous
cacography, of the author of the ¢ Yellow-Plush
Letters.™  We will give an illustration or two of our
meaning.

From page 87, to p. 93, the “ Report” is taken
up with the official correspondence, Statements,
General Remarks, Recommendations, &e.” ol
Johin Bruee, Esq., Inspector of Schools,a gentleman
who rather piques himself npon the * clearnss and
brevity”?—p. 87,—of his style. Strange to say,the
grossest errars, and most incomprehensible nonsense,
of which we have to complain are to be found in this

very gentleman’s contributions to the Reporsz. Our ).

readers may jidge for themselves from the following
. exiracts, which we assure them are literal tran-
scripts of the origiral before us.

* My present can differ little from my Jast,”” he
- begins, ‘in mnch of marked importance. More
Schools are in operation. The improvement of sys-
. tems mentioned in my last continnes.”—p. 87
¢ Speaking Generally of schools,'T would state that
“stjll a number is dang bot little gond. - * * * A con-
siderable number ‘are in" a ‘Hourishing staie. Their
scholdra are advancing to my entire satisfaction.. The
subsoil of the juvenile mind is beginning to be turned
up with a deeper . The teachers in
discharging their duties ave beginning to show mare
ekill, dilizence, and sound judgrmieat. * * * Of
. about 20 schaals (including the Academy of ‘Hunting-
don) ' I 'would state that the expanding minds of
. youlli are beginning 1o get fair play—trash is intilli-
genlly and interestingly conveyed and done’ with ear-
- nestness and fervour®—Ib, - .

We contend that the above
nor are the following :— _ ,
- ¢ Difficulties, howaever, and serious, and not aasily
overcome or removed, exist. * * * Prejudice and
notions—the oflspring of ignorance—are not the least
of these, ‘Sume waonld be content with the mere ele-
ments of y little learning to theirchildren ; n great many
consider reading and writing and a small amauut. of
arithmetical knowledge are sufficient education 10 the
populatian of rural districis ; and anything praposed
beyond this, is by sneh received with cool indifference,
if not run dewn us a thing that can serve no purpose
save that of unnecessary expense. . Whoever is en-
gaged in establishing and improving schools must
expect 1o meet with such and many more. Difficul-
ties mist be opposed—and opposed to be overcome,
With the intelligent and earnest they serve but fo
urze on to redoubled efforts, The most formidable
difficulties, however, are the want of intelligent well
trained teachers, and sufficient means for enconraging
such to make teaching a profession ; and so depend-
ent are these on each other that whatever effecis the
one influences the other. Could we succeed in get-
ting good teachers, the manifest advantages of having
nur schools conducted by such woald soon exert an

passages are not clear;

in disposing them to give more of their means for
school support, and taking a greater interest in the
advancement of educatioa. Ur could the salaries be
g0 raised ; either by an increase of property- rates, or
of the Legislative grant, or of both, as to induce men
ot superior acquirements to engage in teaching, every
snch teacher secured would be a lessening of the
other.*>~p.p. 88, 89.

At page 90, our author insists upon the nccessity
of a strict scrutiny, by the School Inspectors, into
the management of the *school funds:”—

s By its imprope: management, mal-appropriation,
or unjust distribution, it may become a source of evil
rather than good, causing jealously, strife, and prolong-
ed contention, and sacrificing the interest of education
to party discord or edacious difficulties.”

Under the liead—¢ Coniention—Causes of ?—we
find the following lucid exposition of the difficulties
which a School Inspector has te encounter :—

¢ Since | left the Education Office, end of April
last, I have not had one day of leisure time. I com-
plain nnt of this. [ go throngh my labour with plea-
sure. But when [ have to face the strife and conten-
tion of parties ; when [ have to contend with the pre-
judice and malice of hostile opponents fostered for
sears; and that suspicious jealousy and insidyons
trenchery of eguivocating partisans, I Jook wpon the
duties they create as the most painful and difficult 10
discharge of any which the law imposes upon me not
less perplexing than the solution of Chaucer’s Dul-
carnori,  These have for their sources poinis of law,
real or imaginary—school funds and their appropria-
tions—engaging of teachers, especially when this is
left to the people—boundaries of school Districls and
Municipalities, as the lafler respects paying rates
without receiving any benefit—Jocation of school
houses, &c. * * * The most noted Municipalities
for contention are, Elgin, Hinchinbrooke, and St. An-
drews. [nthis Dundee also cuts a figure. The ana-
bisis of the disease is long: [ hope its paracrue is
near.”’-p. 91.

Such is (he marvellous vision which meets the eye
—-we pretend not to be able to give the interprelation
thereof. All that can be said in extenuation of these
extraordinary figures of speech, is, that the “ man is
mortal,” and ay perhaps himsell ¢ lave been a
schoolmaster.” :

Enough, however, of criticism. 1t is a far more
pleasant task to turn [rom these blemishes to the
abundant evidences which we find in the ¢ Report”
of  the steady progress that education is making
amongst the people. The number of schools is in-
creasing, lhe atlendance upon them is larger, and
certainly nowhere in Catholic Canada do we meet
with that brutal ignorance which is the disgrace and
curse, as itis the characteristic, of Protestant Xng-
land. Of none, not ¢ven of the worst, of our schools,
scholars, and school teachers in Canada could a visi-

Scliools for the Hastern and Midland districts of
England, complains of the establishments under bis
control. Tere is an extract from his Report. Of
one school he says :—

¢t A wretehed school. Chililren extremely ignorant,
and destitute of intellizence. To the question, ¢ What
is agraven image ?’ the leas! dull of the boys replied
—c¢ Lightning, Sir,” and everything that is ia the air
above.? Qn questioning him, [ found that his answer
was not A random one, but expressed his real opi-
nion.”

In another place, Mr, Bowyer says :—

¢c At fny first visit the schiool was vacant. At my
second, ! found a new Mistress, whose ignorance
‘surpassed anything within my experience. To the
question—¢ What remarkable event cccurred ‘hen
Our Saviour was twelve vears ofd 77—  she replied —
¢ I believe he was put in the bulrushes ?

precisely the same terms: of one at Grantham he
saysi—

<< None of the boys could point out Egypton the
map, or expliin whal wus a graven ilmage. One
boy said ¢it was going to school.””

Our Canadian schools may be deficient in many
respects ; but they are not so bad as this. T'he most
ignarant of our Lower Canadian. population are fa-
miliar with the truths of our holy religion, At the
Jeast they are Cliristians ; whilst the most that can
be said of the masses in Ingland, is, that they are
Protestants.  With all our short comings in Canada,
we should be loth to exchange our « Zeast” for Kng-

land’s % most.?

« T antosA ; oR THE CHURCH IN THE CArTACoMBS.”
Messrs. Sadliers, New York and Montreal.
A tale, well known to bé from the pen of the Arch-
‘hishop, of Westminster, needs no recommendation to

"the Catholic public ; but its intrinsic merits would suf-

fice to procure for this interesting volume gn enthusi-
- . . - N NAT -
astic reception.  Tn our next, we shali hava the plea-

'sure of laying some extracts from Fabiola before our

.10 liscover it without an eflort.

influence on our communities favorable to education ;)

tor justly complain as Mr. Bowyer, Inspector of |

Ot other schools Mr. Bowyer reports in almost!

readers.; in the meantime, we content ourselves with
the following notice of the work, which we copy from
the Dublin Review of January last:—

¢t Fabiola” is published annonymously. But itis
tlear that the authorship cannot long remain a secret.
No habitual reader of this journal, especislly, cun fail
He will recognize
at once the euse and brilliancy of style, the lively
faney, the singular faculty of illustration, the quiet but
racy humour, the graphic skiil, as well as the more
solid qualities, the curious scholarship, unobtrusive
from its very richness, the profound philosophy, the
elevation of thoughy, the lofty peety, the exquisite ten-
derness, the vast and various erudition,—in a word,
the mastery over all the manifold sources of human
knowledge, and all the graceful aits by which know~
ledge is made useful and altractive, which he has
been accuslomed to admise in each successive number
of our Review, and which have ever sufficed to iden-
1ify at a glance every emanation of oge illustrious pen,
however careful the disguise under which it had sought
at limes to conceal itself. All the best and most
striking characteristics of this brilliant pen, are dis-
tinetly traceable in evety chapter of ¢ Fabiola?—
poured out in its pages with @ prodigality which fills
us with wonder, and yet with an ease, a simplicity,
an absence ¢f every kind of eflort, which reconciles
the reader to his own intellectual inferionty, and makes -
him almost feel 2 shater in the wealth which is thus |
prodigally spread out before his cyes. 5

¢« Fabiola®™ is entirely free from the polemical
character. Al times, it is true, philosophical and even !
profound ; always dealing frankly and boldly with |
all the great questions of natural religion ; occasionally |
probing to the very depths those mysterious and painful |
longings of the human heart, whose realizativn is the |
great problem of all philosophical and theological |
science ; the theology of this charming book is always,
nevertheless, perfectly simple and popular in its tone.

¢« [n a word, no one need shrink from ¢ Fabiola,’” ;
as {rom that most repulsive of all classes of literature |
—an essay on Natural Thealogy.”

To this we need only add, that we recommend
every one to procure a copy of Febiole, as a work,
fitted to amuse, to instruct, and to edify ; equally va- |
luable to the thealogian, the antiquarian, ov the sim- |
ple unlettered Christian.

i
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'INSTITUTE OF THE HOLY CHILDHOOD. .

(Concluded from our las!.)

£¢ 7—QRGANISATION OF THE HOLY CHILDHOOD. i

«The ¢ Holy Childhood,’ that army more numerous !
and more mighty than ever was that of Alexander, or ;
ol Napolean, is constituted in uearly the same way as |
the Saociety for the ¢ Prapagation of the Faith, which |
now embraces the entire world. It is composed of
Dozens, Suh-divisions, and Divisions. Every Dozer,
Sub-divisiou, and Division, has its own chief. That
chief is usually the person who formed the Dozen, ;
Suob-division, or Division, and ou him or her devolves
the task of inscribing the names of the associates, dis-
tributing the annals, and receiving subscriptions.

«The subscription is only 12 sous (cenls or coppers)
a year, or one sous per month, In order to increase

i the amount ol subscriptions, zealous persons who are!
! at the head of the Institute, often get up litile Jolteries !

or bazaars, &c., availing themselves of such opportu-
nities to make many acquainted with the Association
and its objects. T

¢« There are nu prayers (o be said, except a Hail
Mary, with this tnvacation : <O Mary and Joseph,
pray for us and for all poor heathen children.” When
the child is 100 young to say this prayer, another per-
son may say it for hirn or her.

« Every (wo monlhs there is usnally a distribution
of new Annals. It is well to have them read by as
many as possible. ’ i

« KEvery year, zbout Easter and Christmas, (where 5
the Institete is properly encouraged)thers is a general
meeting of the associates, together with a conference, |
collection, consecration to the Infant Jesus, Benedic- |
tion of the Blessed Sacrament j in short, a solemn fes- ‘
lival. '

¢ §— INDDULGENCES GRANTED TO THE ¢ HOLY CHILD-
noon,? I
“The Sovereign Pontifls, Gregory XVI. and Pius |
IX., have granted the following indulgences to the |
¢ Holy Childhood’— i
«¢Ist, A Plenary Indulgence from  Christmas |
till the Presentalion of Our Lotd in tho Tcmple;—!
from the 2nd Suuday after Easter (ill the ead of the i
month of May, applicable to the souls in Purgatory, for |
all the associates who, having {ulfilled the usual con-
ditions, assist at a Mass said for the Institute ; to be
aained even by children who have not yet made their
first communioen.?
¢ Alse a ¢ Plenary Indulgence on the patronal feasts
of the Institute—namely, the Presentation, the Holy
Angels Guardian, St. Joseph, St. Francis Xavier, and
St. Vincen! de Panl.? :
«c2nd, A partial indulgence of one year, Yor the
members of councils instituted, or to be instiluted, in
any place whatsoever, for each particular meeting.’

¢ O—FACILITY OF THE WORK—THERE CAN BE NO# o

CXCUSE FOR DISPENSING WITI IT.

¢ To be a member of the ¢ Holy Childhood,” it would i
scarce seem necessary to be a Christian : it isenoughto
be human, How, indeed, can any one contemp!late such |
butehery of children, such wholesale massacre, with-
ont being affected 7 Nothing less than an insurmount-
able obstacle ought to prevent persous from coming to
ihe 1escue of these poor children. But, far from that—
in order to give the ¢ Holy Childhood® the greatest
possible extension, the conditions are of the simplest
kind: to say one Hail Mury every day, to give vne
sous everty month. Can any one ask lezs? Who
woull veuture 10 complain of sueh conditions ?—whe
woyld tefnse 16 concur in a work so eusy 2 Never
was 50 much good effected by meaus so small,

s¢But | have not much Lme to devote lo this
work,’ some will say. Ah! ilis not time that is want-
ing, but good-will. <Oh! but there are s0o many cha-
ritable associations already > Yes, but there is none
like this. ¢ We have our own poor to support ! You
can support them, and, at the same time, contribute
to save deserted children. ¢ Well ! after some time,
-perhaps 1 may——;? and, in the mean time, myriads
of children may perish. - ¢ Bat there are macy persons
who do not yet belong to the ¢ Holy.Childhood,’ and
who have a.better right to join it than [ have.’. That
i3 becavse they do not know it. o

¢ Thua we-see that there is no pretence for keeping
alool from this work’of* charity. It is so beautiful, sv |
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easy, that nnless one has a heart insensible to good,

it is impossible to overlook its claims.’

6 10 ~APPEAL ON BEHALF OF HEATHEN CHILDREN,
RSPECIALLY THOSE OF CHINA.

¢ The misfortudes of the heathen children were no
sooner known than theusands of voices were heard on
their behalf. The missionaries especially, on reach~
ing the scena of carnage, sent back the most piteous
supplications, Oue would require to read in the An-
nals of the [nstitute the touching letters wherein Lthey
call upon the faithful of every age, sex, and condition,
10 come to the assistance of these unfortunate chil-
dren. Buot as il js impossible to give in this briel
sketch, even fragments of these letters, wewill, in
conclusion, lay before: our readers the words of the °
missionary Bishop, who was the founder of the ¢« Holy
Chilithood’—

44 Behold these poor little ones,” cries that holy
Bishop, addressing himself to all tender hearts, espe-
cially those of Christian mothers—¢ behold these poor
little ones whose salvation we ask of you. lmagine
them stretching onl their suppliant bands to you........
beggiug of yau, nat gnly their corporal life, but stifl
more urgently, the grace of Baptism.........They die,
and are far ever deprived of the vision of God, if you
desert them.........Fhey die by hundreds of thousands
—smothered, drowned, crushed, devoured alive by dogs
and swine L. They will live, on the contrary, if, by
atrifling alms, you procure forthem the treasure of re-
demption and eternal happiness,

«<They shall live as living monuments of your
charity—they shall live, growing up as your children,
and, by their prayers, incessantly drawing down new
graces on themselves and yuu ; or, otherwise, dying
in greal numbers, but covered with the blood and the
merits of Jesus Christ, hieaven will receive for yon
and your children, that rich harvest of little angels.—
They will waleh over you, and all that you hold dear,
returning to mingle in your joyons festivals, and those
of yonr children............Yes, the eye of faith will be
able to recogrise them............. They will accompany
you to the Sacred Ranquet, and protect you in all dan-
gers....... They will assist you iu yonr last dread com-
bat ; they will come 10 meet you and cendnet yon in
trinmmph to our common country, and even there,
where ail desires are merged in perfect happiness, it
will inerease yours to see them partakers in the ever-

lasting joys of heaven.’»

To Corresrospests.—* Philoponos” in our

Several book notices unavoidably delayed.

INCREASED USE OF WINES AND ARDENT SPIRITS IN THE
UmiTep States.—Whatever may have been tlie effects
of prohibitory Liquor Laws fu Maine aud other States
where they exist, it would appear, by the lvllowing
figures, which we (Montreal Heraldy find in the Porl-
land « State of Maine?’ of Saturday last, that their
efects have been allogether nugatory, as affecting the
Union at large.  Ourcontemporaly says :—

¢ The prehibitery Liquor Law of Maine, was passed
June 24, 1851, Similar laws were passed in Massa-
chuselts, Vermont, Rhode Island, und other States, in
the following year.

It is a matter of the gravestinquiry among all
classes of men, as 1o the eflect of prohibitory statutes
upon tlie public morals,

“We do not propose in this paper to discvss the
prineiple of prohibition, but simply to give certain
facts furnished us by the Reports on Commerce dnd
Navigation, by the Secretary of the Treasury, showing
the comperative consumption of liguors before and
since the passage of the Liquor Law of Maine, an:
the corresponding enactments in other States.

_ *“We give belowa t1able showing the valoe of the
imports of wine, spirits, ale, &c., for 1852, 1853, and

1834 :—
: Wines. Distilled Spirits. Ale, DBeer. &e.
1852, $2,203,321  $2,220473 $257,440
| 1853, 2,995,632 3,528,798 365,492
1854, 3,370,902 2,090,262 567,009

¢ [n 1853, the importation of brandy was 3,747,378
gallons, valued at $3,143,607. In 1854, the impot-
tation was only 2,029,570 gailons,valued at $2,083,165.

“The value of brandy imported in 1853, was 83
cents per gallon. In 1854, it was 102 cents per gal-.
lon.  This fact serves in part to explain the fallinrzoﬂ
in the imports of brandy in 1854, “Thera was a shorst
crop in France. .

¢ The impart of all other deseriptions of drinks in-
creasad largely in 1854 over 1853, as wili be been by
examination of the above figures. .
. ¢ The scarcity of brandy in France has caured an
inerease in the manufactore of domestic spirits in this

conntry the past year, which has been extreniely pro-
fitable.”

The state of the jails in Upper Capada is such as
to call for the immediate attention of the public autho-
rities. Prisoners walk out, almost when and how they
please ; and, according to the Upper Canada journals,
most of the jails are altogether urfit for the safe cus-
tody of criminals. '

Married.
In the City of Ottawn, on the 2nd inst,, hy the Rev. T-

Stobbs, Mr. George Nolan, of Montrenl, Printer, to Mary
Aunn, second daughter of W, K, Hodges, Esq., of Ayimer,

C.W.
Died,
In this city, on the fth instant,
Denault, of Lapraitie.
In this city, on Tueslay, (he 6th instant, Mary O'Brien,

aged 63, relict of the late Pairick McNally; o paiive of the
city of Dublin.

Dame Veuve Hyppolite
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YOUNG MEN’S ST. PATRICK’S ASSOCIATION.
AN ADJOURNED MEETING of the ahove named Asso-
ciation will be held on FRIDAY: EVENING next, the
9h instant, at EIGHT o’clock, in the Room adjeining the
Recollet Church.

Members requiring BADGES will have 1o make application
at the above weeting. .
‘ By Order, .

" F. DALTON, Secretury.

Mareh 3, 1855. .

ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY. .

. hE
AN ADJOURNED MEETING of the ST.. PATRICK’S
SOGIETY, will be held at St. PATRICK’S HALL, on

| MONDAY EVENING, 12th instant, at EIGHT o’clock. -

Members requiring * BADGES
supplied at the above mecting.

vwi»ll,". on applicatioiiz+boe
T By Onder, .
Marsch 8, 1855.

W. F. SMYTH, Rez. Sco,



