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- From Conversations on Natdrgfand Art.
__MANUSCRIPTS OF HERCULANEUM.
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-Mrs. Fi—Before we leave tho subject of Manuscripts, I

must tell yousomething of the papyri discovered at Her-
- culaneum. '

- Heariella.—Thank you, Junl; Ishouid so muck like
to know all about the Herculaneum and Pompeii MSS.

Mrs. F.—Not Pompeii, Henrietta, for those which
+were found in that city fall into powder as soon as touch-
ed. Those of Herculanenm alone are in a state to be
unrolled, and the ditficulty and delicacy-of the undertak-
ing render it a most laborious and ingenious operation.

Esther.— Where were these papyri found ?

Mrs. F.—In prosecuting the excavations at Herculaneam
the workmen came in 1733 to a small room which had
presses all round it, and one in the cenire, contairing
‘books in both sides, but the wood of the press was so
completely carbouised that it fell into pieces when touch-
ed.

Esther.—Iw did they know they were bonks ?

Mrs. F.—The order in which they were found, care-
fully arranged one over the other, was the only circum-
stance which excited attention, and convinced the work-
mean that they cou'd not be wood or cinders.  Upon cleser
‘examination characiors were discovered upon them, which
the learned immediately occupied themselves in endea-
~ouring to decipher. °

Hen.— Were there none in any other parts of the
city ?
~ Mrs. F.—Probably there may have been many lost to
us, but as they were in a mass with rubbich, lava, etc.
.they could not be recngnised : for you mast recollect that
the excavations of Herculaneum are abouat100 palmi nnder
ground : indeed the accumulated mass of lava and ashes

" has buoried the city at depths from 70 to 112 feet; and so
-completely filled up the town, that all the work is carried
.on with pickaxes. It is to this room (which wasina
~country house) not being entirely choked up, that we owe

. the fortrnate circumstance of their preservation. A few
‘more were found in the portico of the same house, pre-
‘sorved in little portable boxes, and some others in another

room in the same habitation; making together 1736
. manuseripts, all written wpon papyrus. Various were the
.means employed to unroll them : some were cut into two
loagitadinally, by which a small portion of the chaacters
were rendered visible: in short, they were subjected to
all kinds of attempts, until Father Piaggio discovered
the present manner of unrolling them.
" Hen.—Whatisit?
*.'Mrs.:F.—The papyraus is laid upon cotton, supportad hy
. 2 piece of pasteboard, which liez npon two semi-circular
_pieces of metal. The workman begins by glueing small
pieces of goldbeater’s skin upop the back of the papyrus
until the whole of the 2xterior of the roll is coverrd. [le
“then attaches three threads to the end of the gzoldheater’s
skin, and saspending them to the top of the frame. pro-
ceeds with the point of a needle, to detach from the roll
two or three lines of the end of the papvrus, which has
been made of a tolerable cnnsistency bvthe addition of the
goldbeatér’s skin. As soon as these lines are unrolled,
-the.same operation of applying the go!dbeater’s skin is re-
‘peated, until, by the greatest patience and diligence, the
~whole MS. is gradually unrolled.

Hen.—Bu! thea, Aunt, they can only read one side
"of the pace.

- Mrs. F.—Fortanately, the manuscripts are generally
_only written upon one side of the papyrus, otherwise the
_operation would be impossible. There iz however one
"papyrus which is written on both sides. Tt wou'!d appear
-to be an original manuscript ; and the aothor havine filled
‘the end of his volume before he had arrived at the con-
_clusion of his subject, has written three pages on the
. other side of the papyrus. I also saw, in the Ambrosian
Library at Milan, a Josephus in papyrns, which is srid to

- be-of the fourth centary, and is also writter upon both
_mides of the paper. = '

Est.—How did the ancients arrange their books ? be-
cause it must have been very difficult to distinguish ore
from another, among 80 many rolls ?

. Mra. F.—Those found in the kind of press or bookcase
which I have described, were arranged horizontally along
‘the ghelves. . Their titles were either written on the end
of the papyrus or upon a picce of papyrus paper fastened
to the middle of the papyrus. Some papyri were foond

tied up.in bundles; others in the double riws, asif the¥

last reader bad left them open ghere he left off reading;
-miMl gome in a box, as I have before mentioned, that they
- might be carried abont in safety. From the blank paper
 ‘which is oft2n’ found. round the papyri, it would appear
het each volume had a sheet of blank paperrolled around
~itf in order to protect the fragile material of which it was
-colnposed. ' The-marks of the lines. ruled for the guide
. of, the copyist are-still visible; and the ancients appear to

haye hed their large paper copies of tieir works, as well

e modernd.” * The size of the Greek: MSS. is gene-

g
- ax'the 'm 8. .

«rally: amallerithan:the Latin;;the former being from 8 to 12
. mg{eg me are 110

shes, the ;
-pages long, others wpwards “of 62 feet (75 palmi) by

latter from 12 to 16 broad.

meéagurement.
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Hen.— What o ragged torn looking thing it must huve

Mrs. F.—True; but when you take iunto consideration
the difficulty of the task, it is wonderful that the unrelling
is ever effected at all.  If the glue be put on in too lurge
quantities, it will probably remove a portion of the next
tayer of the papyrus ; A breath of air wili carry away
all these pulverized particles, and dust is so futal, that one
manuscript having become covered with dust, it took a
whele year to remove it.

Est.—Then, what is done with those that are unrolled
lo prevent such an accident ?

Mrs. F.——They are put into frames with glasses over
them, and are eventually hung up in the Muscum. Oune
has been left in its whole length in order to give an ideqy
of the original form and extent of the MSS. but this
svstem has not been followed, it being morc convenient
for the draughtsmen and interpreters, to divide the
papyrus into several fragments, as they require to turn the
page in ditferent lights in order the better to decipher the
characters. The maunscripts is first pussed to the
draughtsinan, who copies the characters with the greatest
exactness, so as to rendev it a complete fucsiniile of the
original; his copy is then submitted to the inspection of
the interpreters, who haviag upproved of it, pass it to the
engraver; he having engraved it, returns it to the interpre-
ters, who then publish it in their learned and eluborate
work.

Hen.—How many manuscripls are unroiled ?

Mrs. F.——Of the 175G papyri found at terculanenm,210 ‘

have been entirely and usefully unrolled ; 127 have been
pactly opened; but the wo. i has been suspeaded from
finding them illegible; and 205 could not be vorolled be-
cause they were not . iiciently compact to bear the ap-
plication of the goldbeater’s skin; 27 have been presenied
by the government to England and France ; 23 have been
used for the purposes of experiment ; and 1164 remain
untouched: so they may yet contain wuch that is valuable
and interesting.

Frederick.— ¥l hat are the subjects of those which hare
been wunrolled ?

Mrs. F.—This library was found in what appears to have
been the country house of an Epicurean philosopher, and
the works which have been as yet ducipered are naturally
these of his gchool : all I believe are writings which were
before anknown to the moderns;and when we reflect upon :
the number yet to be unrolled, we may hope that great|
riches are sull concealed in this unique collection. What-
ever may be, however, the intrinsic value of the writings
already published, they may yrt serve to elucidate others;
of greater interest ; and therefore, the plan which the
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fwith the prodacts of many a fewinine pen, while our poar

{ornamental purpose.
Can they refuse our very polite and gap-
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To rie Lantes.—With all due respoct and énlluwy
we ask our fuir renders to what couutry they export thyir
written cffusions, for of the competency of a number of
them to compose for the press, there cun be but one opip.
ion.  Whither do they send thoir poetie fragimenta, their
interesting tales, their graphic sketches of country, und all
the delightful and entertaining views of nen and thingg,
which float in the female wind, and in what dmtant pub- '
lication do they appaar ?  We should like to nscertuin the
name of the favoured periodigal, but iu the menutims
ladics, what think yoa of the Pearl?
in appearance for your chuice contributions ?
some of your beautiful literary picces add lusire to jue
Some of the papers of our neighbours are graced

Pearl cannot boast of a single original articly from a hcdy,
literary fuvours——only send us a few and we promise, o

ailot to them the most conspicuous part of our puperes
chey shall wppear in the most cenatiful dress for we will |

,gi\'u our printer double churge councerning thetn—nay if

we had letters of gold, they shouid be appreprinted to thiy -

ing proposals ? |
lant request 2 Let the stationers prepare themselves, foe'-
2thn-\.' will shortly be besieged for crow quills und fine pa. -
per. We are fully prepared for all contingencies of this
kind, and with all confidence we shall expect to receive
many of the interesting views of our fuir readers.
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proviace of Nova Scotia with so many advantages for trude
nnd commerce, we have sometiues wondered that her.

Academy adopt, of publishing every frngment which they
nnroll, is the most prudent, the most useful, and the most |
likely to lead to beneficial results.

Tuxr FrExcH Rergy oF TeError.—The sun of li-
berty was in eclipee while the crested hydra of the coalition
slared round the horizon; the atmosphere wasdurk and:
sultry; there was a dead pause, a stillness inthe air, exeept
as the silence was broken by a shout like distant thunder,
or the wi'd chant of patriotic songs; there was a fuar, as in
the time of a plague—a fierceness as before and after a
deadly strife. 1t was a civil war raging inthe heart of a
reat city as in a ficld of battle, and turning it into a chur-
nel-honse. The eye wus slecpless; the brain heated.
Sights of horror grew familiar to the mind, which had no
other choice than that of being either the victim or the
executioner.  What at first was stern necessity, or pub-
lic duty, became a habit and a sport; and thegarm, inured

to slaughter, struck at random, and spared neither friend
nor foe. 'T'he soul, harrowed up by the most appaliing

spectacles, could not do without them, and ‘‘nursed the
dreadful .appetite of death.”” The hakit of going to the
place of execution resembled that of visiting the theatre.
Legal murder was the order of the d.n{-—-n holyday sight
—till France became one scene of wild disorder and the
revolution a stage of blood.—Hu=zlitt's Life of Buona-
parte.

Tae ArTs.—When the miscellaneouns estimntes are
brought forward, the Chancellor of Exchequer will move
the first, and Sir R. Peel the second, of the followin
estimates:—An estimate of the sum required to be \'ole§
in the year 1837, for the purchase of pictures for the Na-
tional Gallery, £9,035. ¢ Mercury and the Woodman’
(Salvator Rosa), £1,680; <Holy Family® (Marille), and
‘The Brazen Serpent in the Wilderness,” (Rubens),
£7,359.*” ¢‘An estinate of the sum regnired to be voted
to enable the trustees of :he British Museum to purchase
certain Etruacan vases, part of the collection of the Prince
of Canino, £1,200.”? : :

The accession of the Queen to the British throne has
caused various alterations in law forms and proceedings.
In one writ whi..h came down to this city a ludicrous mis-
take was made in the date, as follows:—*“Inthe year of

rnidered rather as a solid benefit to the country. WM‘
however just views of national wealth will conduct s 10 E:
this conclusion, they will also as strongly point out the .

should we think, have raisedd Nova Scotia higher in the
scale of commercial countries than her present clevation,
Where so much capital abounds, wo utach poace and

. >

that whe does not put forth ali her energies, and udvance
with rapid strides to the gral of fortune and success?
Were we indigeat and altogether destitute of the means
wherewith to comnience the race of prospernty—or were
we like miserable Spain involved in anarchy aud bloed-
shed from coast to coast—or finally were no chances
otfered for spirit and perseveranco to range over,the above
problein would be easy of solution. Dut with fucts so op-

such fucility. Other countries with fewer advaninges bave
takan the lead of us, while they seem detennined, i pos-
sible, to continue to outstrip us. Xhall it be so always? We
think not. We think we can perceive indications in society
of a decided improvement in the aspect of our affairs. In’
a word we think the people are beginning to awake to 8
seuse of their duty. Symplom sfter symptowm is being de-
veloped of a determined purpose in the commaunity to €3
ert gllita powers for the welfire of the country. The®
indications of good we huil with delight. At present these
signs may be few and feeble, but every day thoy “will
multiply and guther strength, and eveotually will over-
come all obstaclos. When this shall be the case, ouf
isportations from the mother cowniry will be, oubtless, .
materiully diminished. That we must, however, for &
long series of yenrs depend on Great Britnin for many
articles of manufacture is certnin—and to a limited extent, .
this is not to be doprecatc.’ us an evil, but is to bo cot- »
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great disadvantages of importing anything and everything 3
into the province. The propricty of this course. whens

our Lady 1887, instend of * our Lord.”’— Wes. Lumin,

Nova Scotia was in her infancy we will not dispute, b
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Provinciarn Prosrerity.—Iavoured as is the

posite and overwhelming, the case cannot be decided with <
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Is it not neat enough |
Wduld not *

Come ladies we present ourselves as candidates for your -

Can tne Indies withstand our tempts
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progress in wealth aud pro:pecity shou.d be sv remark- 3
ably slow. The weaith of her merchants, the salubrity .4',
of her climate, and thn gearcral industry of her inhabiwnts,

contentment prevail, and such wide fields of industey prer ..
sent themselves on every side, what can be the reason, .
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